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Sermon by Bro. Glen Steiner

Isaiah 9 & Matthew 1:16-25 & 2

We greet each one in the name of
our Lord and Savior Jesus. We are
thankful to be together this morn-
ing. Christmas brings a host of
many different thoughts to us, I
guess. There is a layer of fresh new
snow outside. We look around out-
side and we can see the pure white-
ness of snow. We are reminded
often when we see that, how God
can, if we allow Him, wash away
our sins and we can be whiter than
snow.

But what will we do with this
baby that was born, whose name
was Jesus? We sang some songs
before we came up on the pulpit;
Oh come let us adore Him… (Oh
Come All Ye Faithful, Hymns of
Zion #40). Sometimes we sing
songs so frequently during this
time of year, we don’t even think
about the meaning of the words we
are singing. What does it mean to
adore our Lord and Savior Jesus?
Do we adore Him in our lives; do we
let that come forth out of our lives?
Silent night, holy night…, …the
dawn of redeeming grace… (Silent
Night, Hymns Of Zion #42); what
does that mean? The dawn; there
was a new dispensation of grace.
We still have that time today. Are
we allowing God’s grace to be in our
life? Do we use God’s grace? There
is a host of different thoughts we
have on Christmas.

I was just thinking as we were
reading this chapter; the first part
of the chapter we read of the prom-
ises of the coming of our Lord and
Savior Jesus, and how He is going
to be the Counselor, the Wonderful,
The mighty God. Then the last
part of the chapter talked about
different destructions against er-
ring people. Isn’t it like our life?
Some days we are faithful to God,
we have the right thought in our
mind, and then other days the
temptations of life come round
about us. That’s life! Every day we
don’t come to church, we have a sit-

uation, our life; whatever our work
is and our station in life. But God is
with us, we need to have that heart
that we praise Him each day.

Many different thoughts come
to mind but, the thought that came
to me while reading here, espe-
cially toward the end is; how many
times was there that communica-
tion between God and whether it
was Joseph or Mary, telling Joseph
what to do? Go ahead and take
Mary to be your wife (St. Matthew
1:20). You need to rise up and go to
Egypt (St. Matthew 2:13). You
need to come back from Egypt (St.
Matthew 2:20). What about us?
Are we listening to God’s Spirit? I
don’t know how long the account
was - probably at least a year or two
- from the time Mary first was
found conceived with child, until
they moved to Egypt, and then they
came back, perhaps a couple of
years. In that short time, God
came and spoke to Joseph several
times. We know that the angel Ga-
briel, we can read in different parts
of the Scripture, came and talked
to Mary. What about us today? Are
we listening to God’s leading as He
guides us, His Holy Spirit as it
talks to us? Are we allowing Him to
teach us and be where He wants us
to be?

What would have happened if
Joseph wouldn’t have been listen-
ing? It mentions several times as it
was prophesized, “And he came
and dwelt in a city called Nazareth:
that it might be fulfilled which was
spoken by the prophets. . .” St. Mat-
thew 2:23. If Joseph wouldn’t have
been listening to God, then the first
part of the Scriptures would not
have come to past, would not have
been fulfilled. So for God’s plan to
work together, Joseph needed to be
listening, he needed to be following
as God spoke to him.

In the very first part we read
here in Matthew it talked about,
“…so all the generations from
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“A talebearer revealeth secrets:
but he that is of a faithful spirit
concealeth a matter”

(Proverbs 11:13)

Confidentiality

Confidentiality is the ability to handle
with discretion information of a sensitive
or privileged nature. All of us are faced
with expectations of confidentiality in a
variety of settings and relationships, in-
cluding family, church, work and many
others.

Families built on love and trust under-
stand that many personal matters remain
within the family circle. Experiences such
as conflict, financial difficulties, academic
struggles, health issues, correction and dis-
cipline and other personal matters can
usually be worked out within the safety of
the home environment or with appropri-
ate counsel, but individuals can be se-
verely hurt if personal information is
shared unnecessarily.

A healthy, well-functioning church
family is also built on love and trust, with
Christ and His Word as the foundation.
For instance, individual members some-
times fall into error to the point of needing
loving church discipline. “And whether
one member suffer, all the members suffer
with it…” (1 Cor. 12:26). The close ties of
brotherly love in the body will compel
each member to help the healing process
and protect the suffering member from the
harm which would come from gossip or
public exposure of the matter. Likewise,
when someone needs spiritual counsel, he
or she must be able to share personal mat-
ters with an appropriate individual (elder,
minister or spiritual mentor) who can be
trusted to maintain confidentiality. “That
thou mayest regard discretion, and that
thy lips may keep knowledge” (Prov. 5:2).

Every organization, including the
church, must have leadership which is en-
trusted with various responsibilities. The
Word identifies certain qualities for those
who are called to spiritual leadership.
They are to be just, holy, temperate, of
sound doctrine and having a good reputa-
tion (trustworthiness) in the eyes of those
outside the church (1 Tim. 3:7; Tit. 1:8-9).
They must be able to handle sensitive, per-
sonal information and make sound, bibli-
cally-based decisions which may impact
many lives. Such individuals are expected
to honor their commitments of faithfulness
and confidentiality life long, even if they
are no longer active in their duties.

Confidentiality is based upon several
biblical principles, including faithfulness,
integrity and trust. “It is required in stew-
ards, that a man be found faithful” (1 Cor.
4:2). God seeks out the faithful (depend-

able) individual for ever greater responsibil-
ity. “…thou hast been faithful over a few
things, I will make thee ruler over many
things…” (Matt. 25:21). God gives great re-
spect to the virtue of integrity. It exemplified
the life of His beloved servant Job. (Job 2:3)
“The just man walketh in his integrity: his
children are blessed after him” (Prov. 20:7).
Numerous Scriptures state the powerful
truth of our being able to put unwavering
trust in God. As a human example of this
virtue, we read of the blessing of trust in mar-
riage: “The heart of her husband doth safely
trust in her…” (Prov. 31:11). This godly vir-
tue has application in every valuable rela-
tionship we experience. Finally, the second
of the two greatest commandments gives us
the last word in this matter of confidentiality:
“Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself”
(Matt. 22:39). Take a few moments to pon-
der how confidentiality is woven into the ap-
plication of each of these Scriptural
principles. Think about individuals who
readily come to mind as someone you know
can be trusted to maintain confidentiality.
Are you one of those individuals in the eyes
of others?

Many examples could be given of how
confidentiality is violated and the serious
consequences which may follow. We will
cite several of them which are all too com-
mon among us.

Human relationships inevitably experi-
ence hurts and grievances of various kinds
and degrees. When trespassed against, we
are subjected to powerful temptations to get
even and to tell others—to gain self-justifica-
tion and discredit the name of the one who
has hurt us. God’s Word holds us to a much
higher standard. “Debate thy cause with thy
neighbor himself; and discover not a secret
to another” (Prov. 25:9). Jesus, the ultimate
peacemaker, taught: “Moreover if thy
brother shall trespass against thee, go and
tell him his fault between thee and him
alone…” (Matt. 18:15). (See also James
1:26).

Teachers and ministers sometimes use a
real life example to make a spiritual point,
assuming that if they do not use names or
other specifics they will not violate confiden-
tiality. In some cases this may be harmless,
but in others it has been very hurtful and em-
barrassing because it is easy to complete the
picture and identify individuals. This simply
confirms the importance of being circum-
spect and humbly seeking the inspiration of
the Holy Spirit in all such endeavors. “For
God doth instruct him to discretion, and

doth teach him” (Is. 28:26).
One of the most grievous breaches of

confidentiality in our time consists of the
inappropriate sharing of information
about individuals and church matters in
various forms of mass communication.
Perhaps privileged information has been
obtained from someone who is upset and
feeling they were unfairly treated, and it is
passed on in a biased, inaccurate form.
Human emotions such as fear of losing
something we value may embolden us to
justify spreading information which has
not been carefully checked for accuracy or
which is clearly not meant to be public.
We may convince ourselves that concern
for the welfare of the church justifies our
actions. Nowhere in the Word of God can
we find that good intentions justify doing
something that is wrong. Just how serious
is it to violate the fifth commandment?
“Thou shalt not bear false witness against
thy neighbor” (Ex. 20:16). Just how seri-
ous are the sins of slander (harming some-
one’s reputation—Prov. 10:18) and
sedition (undermining God-ordained au-
thority—Gal. 5:20)? When we open our
hearts to receiving such information or
pass it on to others, we join the ranks of the
talebearer. Once again, God holds us to a
much higher standard. “A talebearer
revealeth secrets: but he that is of a faithful
spirit concealeth the matter” (Prov.
11:13).

We also need to consider the conse-
quences of spreading information of a
confidential nature which can be easily
misunderstood and misapplied, because
there is no opportunity for meaningful dia-
logue. Very likely this will generate fear,
create discord and provoke irrational
thinking. “Behold how great a matter a lit-
tle fire kindleth!” (Jam. 3:5). Is this edify-
ing and does it bring glory to God? “For
God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but
of power, and of love, and of a sound
mind” (2 Tim. 1:7).

In an environment of Christ-like love
and mutual respect, we will use appropri-
ate avenues to express our concerns and
present our questions to those who seek
our spiritual welfare. “Let him that is
taught in the word communicate unto him
that teacheth in all good things” (Gal. 6:6).
Let us strive diligently to re-build mutual
trust and walk in the beauty of integrity as
described by David in Psalm 26.
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   ...The harvest  truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few;  Pray ye therefore the
 Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest.   Matthew 9:37-38

www.acmission.org

Whosoever Will 
Come After Me
When we face a potential dan-

ger, we quickly realize the 
things most valuable to us. When 
our very lives are endangered, ev-
erything else... money, comforts, 
entertainment, etc., becomes almost 
meaningless in comparison. We 
would gladly part with any of them 
to save our own lives, or to save our 
loved ones.  
   But is there something more valu-
able than our own lives… even than 
the lives of those we treasure most? 
   Whosoever will come after me, let 
him deny himself, and take up his 
cross, and follow me.  For whoso-
ever will save his life shall lose it; 
but whosoever shall lose his life for 
my sake and the gospel's, the same 
shall save it.  Mark 8:34-35

   And every one that hath forsaken 
houses, or brethren, or sisters, or fa-
ther, or mother, or wife, or children, 
or lands, for my name's sake, shall 
receive an hundredfold, and shall 
inherit everlasting life.  Matt. 19:29

   But none of these things move me, 
neither count I my life dear unto 
myself, so that I might finish my 
course with joy, and the ministry, 
which I have received of the Lord 
Jesus, to testify the gospel of the 
grace of God.  acts 20: 24

   The recent disturbing events in 
Ixtlán give opportunity for serious 
reflection about the value of human 
life, family, and the all-surpassing 
worth of Jesus Christ and His 
Gospel of salvation. The reports of 
violence in Mexico may also cause 
our U.S. brethren to have concerns 
about Ixtlán and other areas of 
Mexico.   

Is it safe to visit Mexico?
Mexico is a huge country. Ixtlán and 
Morelia are located roughly 1,100 
miles from Magdalena. Just because 
violence is happening in one area 
does not mean it happens every-
where. Organized drug cartels are 
currently a major problem in many 
parts of Mexico, but every region 
is different. Most of the violence 
has been limited to those involved 
in selling drugs, turf wars between 
different cartels, or battles between 
government forces and criminals. 
   Law-abiding people are usually 
not at risk. Millions of U.S. trav-
elers go and come from Mexico 
each year, and there is no reason to 
believe that criminals specifically 
target U.S. citizens. Presently, we 
are not discouraging visitors to 
our churches in Ixtlán and Morelia 
(state of Michoacán). However, it 
is good for visitors to be aware of 
the situation and be willing to take 
a few normal precautions.   
   Recently a medical work team 
of U.S. brothers and sisters came 
to serve in Ixtlán for a week. They 
were a great blessing both to the 
church and the community. They 
knew there could be some risks in 
coming, but we didn’t believe they 
would be in danger. They were re-
spectful of the advice given by Ixt-
lán brethren, and took some precau-
tions, but they didn’t walk around in 
fear. Their stay here was enjoyable, 
though they were reminded by the 
sight of passing army trucks that 
things weren’t normal.        

Are our church brethren 
living in Ixtlán at risk?
Your brethren in Ixtlán do not live 
in daily fear, though there have 
been some frightening moments and 
tragic situations that have affected 

the church. We have no reason to 
believe we are targeted by the drug 
cartel. The phone threat that Bro. 
Marshall received was most likely 
an extortionist posing as the drug 
cartel.  Phone scams are very com-
mon, preying on people’s fears to 
steal money from them.
   However, there were reliable re-
ports that the drug cartel had been 
forcing some local businesses to 
pay them “protection fees.” This 
could be a legitimate risk, since the 
school, church buildings, vehicles, 
and Bro. Marshall’s business ven-
ture could draw attention because 
they obviously require money to 
finance. 
   We are grateful for your prayers and 
ask you continue to pray for the situ-
ation here. When it comes down to 
it, the best place to be is right where 
God has called us to be, doing ex-
actly what He has called us to do.         

What good can  
come from this evil?
Could it be that God has moved our 
church to be involved in Mexico 
precisely for such times as these 
(see Esther 4:14)? As evil propa-
gates, the need for the Gospel to 
transform lives seems especially 
urgent. 
   These events can help awaken 
us from spiritual lethargy, causing 
us to reevaluate what we really 
treasure and what we’re willing to 
risk for Jesus. They can stir us up to 
fervent prayer and give us a greater 
desire and readiness to share the 
gospel. They can also challenge us 
to live blameless lives, so that if we 
suffer it is for well-doing, not for 
evil-doing. Thank you for continu-
ing to kneel with us in intercession 
for Mexico, especially for the salva-
tion of lost souls.  
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As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men,
especially unto them who are of the household of faith.  Galatians 6:10

www.acworldrelief.org

Delivering the Gospel 
Message in Vivid Color
Most of us remember Bible story 

time as toddlers or young 
children. Our parents not only had 
several Bibles, they also had Bible 
story books, with color pictures 
of our favorite Bible stories. At 
an early age, we recorded in our 
mind’s eye vivid stories of Daniel 
in the lion’s den, Joseph and his coat 
of many colors, Noah and the ark, 
Jesus calming the storm or healing 
someone, Jesus on the cross and the 
stone rolled away from His grave. 

Child Sponsorship  
Bible story program
Recently, the World Relief Child 
Sponsorship program embarked on 
an ambitious program to provide 
Bibles and Bible story books to all 
of our more than 1,350 sponsored 
children in all five countries we 
currently serve:  Haiti, Jamaica, 
Mexico, Guatemala and Zambia. 
The goal of this initiative is to make 
sure all of our sponsored children 
own a Bible and Bible story book  
that help bring the gospel message 
to life, visually imprinting some of 
the most memorable stories in their 
mind’s eye forever.
   About a year ago, Child Sponsor-
ship made arrangements to provide 
“25 Favorite Bible Stories” to all 
of the children in schools where 
we sponsor children. Although we 
only sponsor around 650 Haitian 
children and 100 schools, approxi-
mately 15,000 children attend those 
schools. We made a decision to offer 
one of the books to every student.
   What a treat it has been to see their 
eyes light up when they understand 
that this beautiful paperback Bible 
story book is their own to keep and 

treasure. Each of 25 favorite Bible 
stories was illustrated with a large 
color picture on one page, with the 
text translated to Creole on the op-
posite page. Not only could they 
enjoy the pictures, but the stories 
were presented in their language!  

New Testaments and “100 
Favorite Bible Story” books
Thanks to the Mission Committee, 
the next step for Child Sponsorship 
is to provide New Testament Bibles 
and a hard-bound Bible story book, 
“100 Favorite Bible Stories” to all 
third and fifth graders in our pro-
gram in every country.  Plus, each 
teacher at one of our schools will 
also receive a New Testament and 
Bible story book for their personal 
benefit and as a teaching aid. 

   In many, if not most cases, the 
child’s family does not own a 
Bible at all, let alone an illustrated 
translated Bible story book. You 
can imagine the joy on every face 
when they realize the significance 
of this gift. Even more satisfying, 
imagine the joy in Heaven when 
one of these young souls is moved 
by reading the Word or visualizing 
the miracles in the Bible to make a 
commitment to serve our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. Surely, there 
can be no better education benefit 

than directly receiving the gospel 
message. This program is one more 
way to deliver that message. 
 
Some recent feedback
As this program was introduced 
in Guatemala, the director of the 
schools we sponsor recently sent an 
email with this encouraging mes-
sage:  “Thank you so much for all 
the Bible story books and New Tes-
taments for the children. They will 
be so excited to receive their own 
books. In a country where many 
families struggle to feed and clothe 
their children, a beautiful book is a 
prized possession.”
   From two other schools we spon-
sor in Guatemala we received the 
following emails:  
   “As one of our fourth grade teach-
ers said, ‘These books are lovely, es-
pecially the content.’  Many thanks. 
Be assured you are sowing in good 
ground and that our beloved Lord 
and God will give the growth.”
   “We appreciate the donation of the 
Bible story books for the sponsored 
students and for the K-6 classrooms. 
The students who received their 
New Testaments also wish to thank 
you. The teachers will use them dur-
ing the next school year to increase 
the children’s love for the Word of 
God.”

You can get involved
If you want to be part of this pro-
gram to provide a Christ-centered 
education to needy children in dif-
ficult environments, please write 
our Morton office at ACWR Child 
Sponsorship, P.O. Box 36, Morton, 
IL  61550 or call us at 309-266-
6080. Or, apply online at www.ac-
worldrelief.org and click on “Child 
Sponsorships” in the right-hand 
column. 
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APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN
HOME FOR THE
HANDICAPPED
www.achh.org

As another year draws to a close,

we consider the blessings of the Lord

and His provision in meeting the

needs in the lives of our residents,

their families and the staff. We con-

sider where we would be without a

God,aSavior,aChurch,or familyand

loved ones with whom to share our

joys, burdens and sorrows.

This reminds me of a recitation at

a Christmas Program when I was a

child. It comes from a Christmas

Card titled “If Christ had not come”.

It was based on the Savior’s own

words, ‘If I had not come,’ in St. John

15:22. The card pictured a minister

falling asleep in his study on Christ-

mas morning and then dreaming of a

world inwhichJesushadnevercome.

In his dream, he saw himself walk-

ing through his house, but as he

looked, he saw no [evidence of Christ-

mas], and no Christ to comfort and

gladden hearts or to save us. He then

walked onto the street outside, but

there was no church with its spire

pointing toward heaven. And when

he came back and sat down in his li-

brary, he realized every book about

our Savior had disappeared.

The minister dreamed the door-

bell rang and that a messenger asked

him to visit a friend’s poor dying

mother. He reached her home, and as

his friend sat and wept, he said, ‘I

have something here that will com-

fort you.’ He opened his Bible to look

for a familiar promise, but it ended

with Malachi. There was no gospel

and no promise of hope and salvation,

and all he could do was bow his head

and weep with his friend and his

mother in bitter despair.

Two days later he stood at her cof-

finandconductedherfuneralservice,

but there was no message of comfort,

no words of a glorious resurrection,

andnothought ofamansionawaiting

her in heaven. There was only ‘dust

to dust’ and ‘ashes to ashes’, and one

long, eternal farewell.Finallyhereal-

ized that Christ Had Not Come, and

burst into tears, weeping bitterly in

his sorrowful dream.

Then suddenly he awoke with a

start, and a great shout of joy and

praise burst forth from his lips as he

heardhis choir singing thesewords in

his church nearby:

O come all ye faithful, joyful and tri-

umphant,

O come ye, O come ye to Bethle-

hem!

Come and behold Him, born the

King of angels,

O come let us adore Him, Christ the

Lord!

From “Streams In the Desert”

by L.B Cowman

There are times that in the midst

of our trial and tribulation we lose fo-

cus of Christ and the miraculous sav-

ing power that can be found in His

shed blood on the cross of Calvary.

We stand as it were at a manger, won-

dering how He could ever save us

from our situation of sin.

In like manner, we often look at

the needs of the residents, the hope-

less situation of theState andFederal

Governments and wonder how God

will be able to meet all of the needs.

He can, He could, He would, He did,

and He does. Thanks to all who, as

God has moved you, have volun-

teered,prayed,ordonatedtime,prod-

ucts, or finances over the last year.

______________

GATEWAY WOODS
APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN

CHILDREN’S HOME
Brandon,

Gateway Woods Resident
I have been a resident at Gateway

Woods for 18 months and am about

ready to graduate the program. The

reason I am at Gateway is because I

violated my probation by using pre-

scription pills at school and getting

into a fight. I got suspended from

school and my parole officer said that

I couldn’t leave my house for three

days. However, while my mom was

sleeping the next day, I snuck out. We

messed around for a while and then I

snuck back into my house. Appar-

ently somebody saw us running

around because a while later the po-

lice knocked on our door and took me

to a juvenile detention facility. I went

to court and was sent to Gateway.

When I got to Gateway I quickly

learned that I was not the center of

the universe. In the first fewmonths I

learnedmoreaboutbeingarespectful

and good young man than I had

learned in my whole life. My Coun-

selor helped me to work out and

through my problems, instead of sim-

ply acting out. I found that these

things were easy to learn, but hard to

apply consistently.

WhenIcametoGatewayI thought

that I was doing great spiritually,

though I eventually realized that I

was very lost. I thought I was going to

heaven. But in reality, while I was do-

ing my devotions every night and go-

ing to church, I was still rejecting

Christ in my heart.

Thankfully, through the work of

my Counselors, Houseparents and

the Spirit I began to realize my help-

less state. I realized that I was a sin-

ner and I deserved death, but there

was a God sustaining me every sec-

ond. He had sent His Son to die on the

cross to cover all my sin. I felt heavily

convicted and I talked to my House-

parent Dad. That night I repented.

It hasn’t been an easy road since,

and I still have my struggles, but I

have been maturing and growing

spiritually since that day. Soon I will

graduate from the program here at

Gateway and will probably move into

foster care, but I know that wherever

I go, God will be with me and I will be

fine.
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News:

- Gateway Woods welcomed six

new residents to campus this past

month. Please pray with us as these

children become accustomed to their

new homes. It can be a difficult ad-

justment for new residents as they

discover a very different living situa-

tion than they have experienced be-

fore. We would also ask for your

prayers for the Houseparents as they

grow to know the new children in

their houses.

- We are grateful to God for provid-

ing us with a wonderful Staff. We cur-

rently have three positions available.

We have an opening for an Alterna-

tive Houseparent couple, an Admin-

istrative Assistant, and a Secretary.

For more information, please see the

notices in this month’s edition of The

Silver Lining or visit the Career Op-

portunities page on our website at:

www.gatewaywoods.org/support-

ers/career-opportunities. We trust

that God will continue to provide

qualified, mature brothers and sis-

ters who will serve Him in a ministry

that is ‘Turning Lives Around’. Per-

haps this includes you!

- Christmas Wish List

Gateway Woods depends on the

generosity of our supporters to pro-

vide the funds we need for daily oper-

ation, as well as new and gently used

items for our five group homes.

If you are interested in partnering

with us by donating a wish list item or

contributing funds towards a specific

need, please contact Ross Feller at

(888) 443-4283 to confirm the item

and coordinate a drop-off date or

mailing address. Thank you very

much for your support!

Restaurant gift cards

Wal-Mart and Meijer gift cards

roasting sticks

portable or living room radio/cd

player/ipod dock

desktop or laptop computer

tennis racquets

tennis balls

basketball

football

volleyball

soccer ball

new or used adult bike

adult baseball glove

ping pong balls

card and board games (Settlers of

Catan, Wits and Wagers, etc.)

new or used bike

knife set

craft items (scrap booking, stamps,

etc.)

lemon zester

cheese grater

pots and pans

table settings (large and small plates

plus bowls)

piano bench

roasting pan (16” x 12”)

muffin tins

Razor scooter

hair clippers

two burner deep roasting pan

blender/smoothie maker

grill brush

bread knife

dish washer

elliptical machine

- You are an important advocate to

help us spread the word about God’s

work at Gateway Woods. Please con-

tinue to lift us up in prayer, check our

website www.gatewaywoods.org and

our Facebook page at facebook.com/

gatewaywoods often for updates, and

makesurethatyouareonourmailing

list. In an effort to be as efficient as

possible we are gathering as many

email addresses as we can for our

E-Post. Please send a message to

mail@gatewaywoods.org

______________

APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN
PRESCHOOL

Athens, AL
Susan Koch

Our themes for November were

being thankful and health/nutrition.

It was interesting trying to convey

the meaning of being thankful to

some of the younger children. I

learned a lot about how powerful re-

phrasing a question can be. As I

struggled to find synonyms for

thankfulness that the students could

understand, I thought about the

things I am thankful forand why I am

thankful for them. I ended up asking

the students which people they loved

and what things they like. It was hu-

morous listening to some answers

(shoes, dessert) and touching listen-

ing to others (Mommy, Jesus). When

I ask myself what I’m thankful for, I

immediately think of people and

things that I come in contact with fre-

quently. Sometimes it’s difficult to

get beyond the material and dwell on

different types of blessings like con-

flict or stress. I believe these can be

just as beneficial to me as the “com-

fortable” blessings because they are

causing me to mature emotionally

and spiritually. The preschool is cur-

rently undergoing changes in staff-

ing. I have been asked to fill in as

coordinator after Melissa Oppman

and her husband moved to Tennes-

see. Thanks, Melissa, for your sup-

port of the preschool and for being a

mentor to me. And we would like to

welcome Sis. Kalla Knobloch

(Princeville, IL) down, as she will be

teaching the four-year-olds. I would

like to thank Sisters Louise Hall,

Barbara Coulter, Kristy Moore,

Becky Roberts, and Sara Edelman for

theirefforts inmakingthis transition

as smooth as possible. Your support

is greatly appreciated!

______________

ALABAMA, ATHENS
Roger and Becky Roberts
Our congregation was blessed

with several groups of company this

month. October 1-2 several car loads

from U of I came and volunteered at
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the preschool. We greatly appreciate

their efforts. Also, the same weekend

we were blessed to have ministering

Bro. Paul and Sis. Loretta

Zimmerman (Forrest, IL) along with

several others. Saturday evening we

enjoyed a chili supper and singing at

the Tennessee Fellowship Area.

October 26, the World Relief Com-

mittee joined us for Wednesday eve-

ning church. Thank you to Bro.

Chuck Kellenberger (Elgin, IL) for

sharing God’s Word and encouraging

our youth.

The last weekend in October we

had our annual Homecoming. Bro.

Jeff and Sis. Ruth Grimm (Goodfield,

IL) ministered to us this weekend.

Many other churches were repre-

sented in church on Sunday. What a

time of sweet fellowship.

We wish God’s blessings to Olivia

Coulter (Bro.DavidandSis.Barbara)

andAdam Mason (Sammy andPenny

Mason) as they were wed November

5.

It was our privilege to have Bro.

Dan and Sis. Ann Moser (Elgin, IL)

and daughter Alyssa on November 6.

Thank you, Bro. Dan, for teaching us

from God’s Word.

Please continue to pray for Janice

FlanagantofeelGod’shealinghand.

If you are traveling through the

area, we would welcome fellowship

with you.

______________

ARIZONA, PHOENIX

Up yonder in heaven ‘tis well with

the soul,

if this we consider our courage will

grow,

There Jesus will bid us that king-

dom to share,

which God from beginning for us did

prepare.

Hymns of Zion #47

The funeral for our dear Sis. Con-

nie Frautschi was November 2. We

sympathize with her husband, Bro.

Ed, and children: Sis. Heather (Bro.

Chris) Thorpe (Phoenix), Christo-

pher (Laurel) Frautschi (Peoria, IL)

and Stephanie (Tony) Williams

(Cookeville, TN), and grandchildren:

Dakota and Sierra Thorpe, Ryan Par-

sons, Wyatt Frautschi, Vicoria, Am-

ber and Lydia Schlatter and Dillon

Williams.

Our thanks to each of our visiting

ministers this past month! They

were Bro. Troy Leyse (Sis. Kelly,

Bluffton), Bro. Barry Dietz (Sis. Ra-

chel, Bradford), and Bro. Bill Waibel

(Sis. Carol, Bay City). May you feel

His richest blessings!

Sylvia Mitchell has peace with

God and has expressed her desire to

bebaptized. Wearerejoicingwiththe

angels!

Those of our congregation need-

ing our prayers: Sis. Heather

Hinrichsen, who is now adjusting to

the DBS procedure that was done to

control her Parkinson’s disease, and

Bro. John Pulfer who has returned

home following a stroke.

As the Christmas season is upon

us, let us rememberHis goodness and

mercy in coming to this earth to be

our Savior and Redeemer. What an

incrediblegift, theverybestgiftofall!

______________

ARIZONA, PRESCOTT
Denise Steidinger

We thank God for the willingness

of our ministering brothers to travel

to small congregations. Bros. Jim

Meiss (Sis. Candy, Phoenix), Elder

Bro. Jon Kokanovich (Sis. Nancy,

Phoenix), Barry Dietz (Sis. Rachel,

Bradford), Bill Waibel (Sis. Carol,

Bay City) and Brad Bauer (Sis.

Sandy,Tucson)werewithusthispast

month preaching the Word of God.

Bro. Matthew Rassi, Sis. Bridget

and their family from Chicago spent

Thanksgiving with us and we thank

Bro. Matthew for having a

Thanksgiving service.

Elder Bro. Jon Kokanovich and

Bro. Herb Knochel (Phoenix) spent a

Sunday with us and read the Memo-

randum.

______________

ARIZONA, TUCSON
Lisa Knapp

Elder Bro. Ben Wiegand was with

us for a recent Sunday. We certainly

thank him for his visit and care for us

as well as for his service on the pulpit.

Wewereabletoshareamealwithhim

at our monthly Fellowship Supper

before he needed to leave. We are al-

ways thankful to hear he made it

safely home.

We are enjoying some “fall”

weather the past few weeks. We have

had some wonderful rainfall and

some cool, cloudy days which is such a

nice change from all that sunshine –

and so welcome after our long, hot

summer. Outside my window it is

sunny and 75 degrees today, Novem-

ber 15. In Tucson the sun is never

gone for long, just hidden behind the

clouds at times. Much like God is al-

ways there, but we allow our vision to

become cloudy – hopefully we bounce

back as quickly as the Arizona sun!

______________

CALIFORNIA, SAN DIEGO
Yasmin Koehl

We expect a bright tomorrow,

All will be well;

Faith can sing through days of sor-

row,

All, all is well.

On our Father’s love relying,

Jesus every need supplying;

Or in living, or in dying,

All must be well.

Hymns of Zion #136

With love, Bro. Tibor Bozzay was

laid to his eternal rest on November

18. Our prayers are with his dear

wife, Sis. Pearl, and their children as

they bid farewell to their belovedhus-
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band, father and grandfather. With

the strength of the Lord and by His

grace, we can look forward to the glo-

rious reunion with so many precious

brothers and sisters whom we love

and miss. May we all together strive

to cling closer to the Word in obedi-

ence and humility so that “all will be

well” with our souls when we meet

our Savior face to face.

“On our Father’s love relying, Je-

sus every need supplying....” with

thisconfidencewebid farewell toBro.

Jim, Sis. Hildy and their daughter

Ashlee Koehl as they relocate to Mor-

ris, MN. We pray God’s blessings

upon them as they begin a new chap-

ter in their lives. We’re thankful for

the many memories we’ve shared to-

gether over the years. We will feel the

void of their absence, especially on

the pulpit, but we know the Lord

knows all things and trust “all will be

well” if we abide near to Him.

______________

KITCHENER, ONTARIO
CANADA

Kim Leman

“The grass withereth, the flower

fadeth: but the word of our God shall

stand forever.”

Isaiah 40:8

Several in our congregation are

grieving the loss of loved ones. Paul

(Sis. Susan) Kupa’s mother passed

away in Toronto. Bro. Murray (Sis.

Esther) Metzger’s grandfather was

laid to rest, and Sis. Liz (Bro. John)

Kralt’s father passed away in British

Columbia. May God comfort grieving

hearts and grant the peace that only

He can give.

We are thankful for the visiting

Brothers who served us on the pulpit

this month. They were Bros. Todd

Graf (Sis. Lydia, Akron, OH) and

Warren Schlatter (Sis. Cindy, Junc-

tion, OH). May God reward them for

their labors!

______________

REGINA SK
CANADA

Myrna Shipley
We had a large group of visitors

this month from Lester and Morris.

On that Saturday the young people

served us a delicious supper that they

brought with them. It was a wonder-

ful way to help us out. Elder Bro. Roy

and Sis. Jenell Koehl and retired El-

der Bro. Art and Sis. Sandra Nohl

provided all of the lunch on Sunday.

The ministers each took a turn teach-

ing on the pulpit, of course. Thank

you all for the food and service.

Now there was someone who do-

nated about 20 new, good chairs to

our church unanimously. We didn’t

find out who this person was but we

want to let you know that we appreci-

ate your gift so much. The Lord

has given you the money but we are

glad that you used it to buy us chairs.

May the Lord richly bless you... (“and

thy Father which seeth in secret him-

self shall reward thee openly.” Matt.

6:4)

______________

COLORADO, DENVER
Lily Zarkovacki

“If ye be willing and obedient, ye

shall eat the good of the land.”

Isaiah 1:19

We are thankful for Elder Bro.

Marvin Dotterer (Sis. Nancy, For-

rest, IL) who made the effort to come

out to assist our Elder Bro. Mike

Leman in reading of the Memoran-

dum. We appreciate his love and will-

ingness.

It was also a blessed day for our

congregation recently when we

learned that Bro. Ed Stoller (Sis.

Bonnie) was put in as our new minis-

ter;wearethankful forGod’scleardi-

rection. We pray God’s blessings on

this dear family!

Weweresohappytohearof theen-

gagement of Bro. Jake Leman (Elder

Bro. Mike and Sis. Deb) to Sis. Tifani

Bahr (Bro. Jeff and Sis. Janice, Ki-

owa,KS). Wepray forGod’sguidance

and direction in their lives!

“And the grace of our Lord was ex-

ceeding abundant with faith and love

which is in Christ Jesus.”

I Timothy 1:14

______________

CONNECTICUT
ROCKVILLE

Bonnie Bahler
Laura Virkler

“In everything give thanks: for

this is the will of God in Christ Jesus

concerning you.”

I Thess. 5:18

Wecertainlyhavemanyreasonsto

bedeeplygrateful fortheblessingswe

enjoy! There is so much we have in

abundance that it easily forgotten

whentimesaregood. Most ofourcon-

gregation spent days on end without

power at the beginning of the month

when the region was hit with a

nor’easter. Hot water, hot food,

warmthandenoughlight seemedlike

a real treat! It was a good exercise in

being thankful for the little comforts

we don’t always notice. As Christmas

time approaches, may those lessons

learned keep us counting our bless-

ings and being thankful for the great-

est gift of all.

Two families were blessed with

newborns this past month. Bro. Burt

and Sis. Cherinne Wheeler welcomed

baby girl, Abigail Rose. She joins

seven big brothers and sisters in the

Wheeler household. Grandparents

are Bro. Daryl and Sis. Norma

Luginbuhl and Burt Sr. and Sis.

Margo Wheeler. Cheyenne Christine

was born to Bro. Eric and Sis. Heidi

Virkler, and she is welcomed by her
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big brother Luke. Grandparents are

Bro. Kevin and Sis. Jane Ballasy and

Bro. Dan and Sis. Dorothy Virkler.

May God bless these parents and oth-

ers of our congregation that are

parenting young children with the

grace and strength to do so.

The engagement of Bro. Nathan

Luginbuhl and Sis. Lydia Schneider

was announced to the congregation.

We wish them joy as they take this

step in faith. May the Lord be with

them in this step in their lives as He

has been with them in the past. Par-

ents are Bro. Rick and Sis. Sue

Luginbuhl, and Bro. Tim and Sis.

Dana Schneider.

November 4 was the wedding day

of Everett Skinner Jr. and Kristin

Valyo. We wish this couple and their

family circles God’s blessings as they

move forward as husband and wife.

We want to remember those who

are dealing with illness or injury and

lift them up in prayer as they recover.

Sis. Helen Kloter continues to re-

cover in the nursing home after hip

surgery and we look forward to the

time she can assemble with us again,

Lord willing.

Our sympathy is extended to the

family of John Aberle, who passed

away earlier this month. He leaves

his sons, David (Khara), Jeffery (Jo-

sephine) and Brent; his sisters,

Linette Murray (Dennis), Ruth

DeCarli (Anthony), Heidi Ludwig

(Bro.Gerald)andEmilyChamp. May

they each feel God’s nearness in their

time of loss. Our prayers and support

also extend to the family of Sis. Alma

Lanz who departed this life in the

past weeks. Her children, Bro.

Sherman Lanz (Sis. Joanne) and Su-

sanBigelowofOregonandtheir fami-

lies, will remain in our thoughts and

prayers in the days ahead. Bro. Ar-

thur Foote (Emily) and Bro. Paul

Foote (Sis. Roberta) are also in our

prayers and thoughts for the passing

of their sister, Gwen Moseley.

______________

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
WASHINGTON

Henrietta Meyer
Our caretakers for the first part of

November were Bro. Ralph and Sis.

Diane Lanz (Rittman, OH). We’re

happyandthankful to report that our

caretaker schedule is almost entirely

booked for 2012. We look forward to

meeting new caretakers each month,

as well as reconnecting with caretak-

ers who come for a second or third

visit. We are beginning to book into

2013, so if this is something you are

considering contact Sis. Doreen

Steffen at 302-540-6574 or

dkgsteffen@ gmail.com.

Our ministers this month were El-

der Bro. John Lehman (Sis. Connie,

Bern, KS), Bro. Randy Gasser (Sis.

Sue, Detroit, MI), Bro. Ed Strahm

(Sis. Ramona, Bern, KS), Bro. Kim

Sutter (Sis. Vonette, Taylor, MO),

Bro. John Lehman (Sis. Ruth Ann,

Wolcott, IN), Bro. David Hartter (Sis.

Beth, Sabetha, KS), Bro. Tim

Ramsier (Sis. Jonell, Rittman, OH)

and Bro. Mark Ramsier (Sis. Alice,

Sardis,OH).Othervisitorswerefrom

Elgin, IL; Bluffton and LaCrosse, IN;

LattyandRittman,OH;Sabetha,KS;

Detroit, MI and Rockville, CT.

If you are planning to visit Wash-

ington, D.C. area for vacation or busi-

ness, please contact Bro. Joe and Sis.

Holly Bohart at jbohart@ gmail.com

or Sis. Henrietta Meyer at (703)

904-8301 for assistance and to let us

know how many to expect for Sunday

services.

______________

FLORIDA
FT. LAUDERDALE

Renee Mangold
Our visiting ministers this month

were Elder Bro. Earl Ringger (Sis.

Dixie, Gridley, IL); Bro. Tim Hohulin

(Sis. Cathy, Roanoke, IL); Bro. Justin

Koch (Sis. Marcia, Washington, IL);

and Bro. Dale Zeltwanger (Sis. Ra-

chel, Morris North, MN). We were

grateful to have the visiting brethren

join us in fellowship and in sharing

God’sWord.Weprayforablessingfor

them.

Congratulations to Melissa Gress

(Bro. Rod and Sis. Sally) and Glenn

Zebrowski (Leonard and Jeannine)

on their marriage. We pray that the

Lord will be their cornerstone and

that they will be blessed throughout

their life together.

______________

FLORIDA
NORTH FORT MYERS

Victor Beer
Our hearts are strongly focused

this month on thankfulness as we

sing: “Thank ye the Lord, Give

thanks to the Lord, for He is gracious,

His mercy it endureth evermore.”

We’re especially thankful for the

many brethren and friends that are

returning to our area, many to their

winter homes. We’re especially

blessed in our song service and the

blessing of help to our local minister-

ing brothers who so faithfully every

week bring us the truths of God’s

Word.

Our visiting minister last month

was Bro. Ron Heiniger (Sis. Kayleen,

Bloomington, IL). Our thanks to Bro.

Ron for his service and the time they

spent with us.

News of the New Beginnings:

Jayleen Faith was welcomed by

her two year old brother,Joel, on Sep-

tember 18. Jayleen’s mother, Evelyn,

is happy to add pink to her family’s

laundry. Evelyn is close to finishing

her first semester at Edison State

College in Fort Myers.

Our newest resident, Christina, is

settling in with her five month old

son, Desmond. Christina spends her

week days attending school in Fort

Myers.

Recently we had the privilege of
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hosting two sisters from the Forrest,

IL, congregation. Sisters Emily and

Katie Wenger spent three days get-

ting acquainted with the girls and

their babies at the New Beginnings.

Our girls at the New Beginnings are

continuing to ask, “When are Emily

and Katie coming back?” They so en-

joyed the time they spent here.

On Sunday mornings we have a

Sunday School class for our moms.

We have started studying Genesis

and have had some very interesting

conversations. Sis. Rhea Steffen

teaches our toddlers in Sunday

School. We would like to thank each

one who so graciously offered to care

for the babies during the morning

class.

______________

FLORIDA, SARASOTA
Kim Ott

“Every good gift and every perfect

gift is from above, and cometh down

from the Father of lights, with whom

is no variableness, neither shadow of

turning.”

James 1:17

As another Thanksgiving holiday

has arrived, we can look back on pre-

vious days with grateful hearts and

count our blessings for everything

thatGodhasgivenus. Thisseasonfor

us in Sarasota also marks the begin-

ning of the return of our northern

snowbirds and we want to welcome

all who would like to visit us in our

congregation.

We were thankful to have Bro.

Mark Steiner (Sis. Sue, Smithville,

OH) share God’s Word to us this past

month. We also appreciated having

retired Elder Bro. Dale Eisenmann

(Sis. Judy, Chicago, IL) assist our El-

der Bro. Jeff Streitmatter with our

fall Communion and the reading of

the Memorandum.

We enjoyed having the Hands In

Praise Team from the Jamaica Carib-

bean Christian Center for the Deaf

express songs of praise to God

through the sign language of their

hands. All who attended were truly

blessed to witness their testimony of

God’s love.

Our prayers are with Bro.

Schuyler Brown (Bro. Larry and Sis.

DiAnne) as he has recently been hos-

pitalized. We are thankful that Bro.

Schuyler’s gallbladder surgery was

successful and that his recovery is

progressing smoothly.

Our Sunday School auction is

scheduled for Saturday, February 25,

2012. Everyone is welcome to join us

for this day. Proceeds will benefit the

Sunday School classes in their events

throughout the year as well as other

worthy causes.

Bro. Aaron and Sis. Kim Ott wel-

come home their daughter, Ayana

Terefech, from Ethiopia. Big sister

China is excited to have a new little

playmate.

______________

GEORGIA, ATLANTA
This fall, the Georgia Division of

the Midwest Food Bank began opera-

tion! Ithasbeenanincredibleencour-

agement to watch God work out each

detail of its opening. In His perfect

time, He provided a warehouse, food

bank manager, and the opportunity

to serve ten local agencies! This past

month, Bro. John Brewer Sr. was

helping move two large bookcases

which had been donated to the food

bank. Unfortunately, as the group of

men lifted one of them, it slipped and

fell on Bro. John’s leg, leaving an aw-

ful break. He was rushed to the hospi-

tal andhadsurgerythat sameday.He

is recovering well; his testimony of

trusting God’s plan is powerful and

inspiring! We continue to lift him up

to the Lord; as well as blessings over

the food bank!

Bro. Tom Bolliger (Sis. Jane; Tre-

mont) and Bro. Mark Wettstein (Sis.

Karen; LaCrosse) traveled many

miles to minister to our congregation

in November. We appreciate their

willingness to travel and joy in the

ministry so much!

One Sunday earlier last month,

our church was able to assemble 60

shoeboxesafterchurch. Agroupofall

ages from our congregation volun-

teered at the Atlanta Operation

Christmas Child Shoebox distribu-

tion center in late November. It was

overwhelming, yet inspiring to wit-

ness the 101,000 shoeboxes which

were processed through the ware-

house that day. We worked in teams,

sorting through the boxes which had

been previously packed by individu-

als, and removing any inappropriate

and breakable items. The boxes are

headed across the ocean to children

who may not otherwise ever receive a

Christmas gift in their lifetime! In

these other countries, the shoeboxes

are used as tools by local missionaries

to tell families about the Lord Jesus

Christ. Over its many years of minis-

try, Operation Christmas Child has

given a shoebox to over 86 million

children. Yet, that is put in perspec-

tive when this is considered; if every

single one of those 86 million boxes

had gone to children in India, there

would still be 300 million children,

just in India, who would not receive a

shoebox!Theharvesttruly isgreat!

______________

ILLINOIS, BELVIDERE
Doreen Moser
Shayla Steffen

I Tim. 4:12 … gives us many ways

to be a good example (one that serves

as a pattern) whatever age we are

...but be thou an example of the be-

lievers, in word, in conversation, in

charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity.

~In Word ~ In purity

Our visiting ministers this month
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were Bro. Dean Messner (Winthrop,

MN) and Elder Bro. Dave Steffen

(Elgin, IL). The pure Word of the

Lord never grows old and we are

thankful for the Lord’s servants on

earthwhoproclaimHis WordSunday

after Sunday.

~In Conversation - In Charity

Theannualharvestpartywasheld

at the Mosers. Blessings were abun-

dant to all who were in attendance.

The Lord gave us a perfectday and we

spent our time in fellowship, singing,

putting together a project for the

needy, and making precious memo-

ries.

~In faith - In Charity

We were surprised by our Elgin

Sunday school teachers and Bible

school class when they came to spend

a day with us! Definitely charity/love

in action. That afternoon the Bible

class and teachers went to ACFY in

Roanoke, IL. Such sweet fellowship

with fellow believers here on earth.

~In conversation ~ In Charity ~

In faith ~ In spirit

Our annual Quilt a thon was held

this month! Many quilts were made

to keep others warm in body and

hopefully in spirit . Those who

worked to keep others warm were

warmed themselves by fellowship-

ping with others and sharing their

love with those that are in need.

~In conversation ~ In Charity

We were blessed with many visi-

tors this month and enjoyedeveryone

who came to uplift our small congre-

gation in spiritual conversations and

singing praises to our Heavenly Fa-

ther.

May Jesus be our pattern and our

example every day and may we strive

to show others who we are by follow-

ing all the examples in I Tim. 4:12.

______________

ILLINOIS
BLOOMINGTON-NORMAL

Heidi Rinkenberger
Shelley Steffen

We recently said farewell to Bro.

Bob Huber (Sis. Doris) of Plantation,

FL, who passed on to his heavenly

home on October 10. Our sympathies

are extended to his family, especially

those in our Bloomington congrega-

tion, Bro. Ryan (Sis. Terri) Huber,

Bro. Dave (Sis. Debbie) Huber and

their families.

We also held the funeral of Sis.

Dorothy Harsh. Sis. Dorothy had

moved to the Eureka Home but had

worshipped with us in the past. Our

prayers go out to her family as well.

Bro. Rob and Sis. Marla Leman

welcomed a sweet baby girl into their

family. Ali Louise is being well cared

for by her older brothers, Brock and

Kyle. Grandparents are Gerald

(Pooch) and Louise Martin of

Princeville, and Sis. Helen (and the

late Bro. O. Will iam) Leman of

Roanoke.

In November, the ISU Young

Group held a benefit dinner. What a

blessing to see young adults excited

about sharing God’s Word with those

they come into contact with, whether

it be across the globe or across the

classroom aisle. We are always happy

to support them in their endeavors.

Avisiting minister this monthwas

Bro. Matt Oesch (Alto, MI). We thank

him for his message.

______________

ILLINOIS, BRADFORD
Sandi Joos

Roseann Stahl

“Enter into his gates with

thanksgiving, and into his courts

withpraise:bethankfuluntohimand

bless his name.”

Psalm 100:4

This month as we celebrate

Thanksgiving werecognizeourmany

blessings – blessings that we have not

only monthly but daily.

Among those blessings is the birth

of two baby girls this past month. No-

vember 11 was the birth of Vivien

Kate.She iswelcomedbyherparents,

Bro. Greg and Sis. Kristin Johnson,

along with siblings, Juri, Kenneth,

Elvis, and Elsa. Grandparents are

Bro. Bob and Sis. Shirley Desmet

(Lester, IA) and Lou and Joyce John-

son. The next day, November 12, Bro.

Phil and Sis. Beth Endress became

new parents with the birth of their

daughter, Autumn Marie. Grandpar-

ents are Bro. Larry and Sis. Becky

Endress and Bro. Kurt and Sis. Con-

nie Christ (Princeville, IL).

Wewerealso thankful tohaveBro.

Scott Schambach (Sis. Hope, Colum-

bus, OH) with us to minister the

Word.

Our prayers this past month have

been with hospital and surgical pa-

tients, Samantha Kieser (Bro.Robert

and Sis. Kelly) and Bro. Philip

Nenadov (Sis. Donna).

Note of Thanks:

We want to thank everyone, far

and near, for the beautiful cards,

prayers, and kind expressions of sym-

pathyat thedeathofourdearmother.

At97 ½yearsold,motherwas looking

forward to her eternal home. May

God bless all of you!

The Family of Sis. Lucille Kieser

______________

ILLINOIS, CHAMPAIGN
Sarah Drake

The holidays are upon us

again—the special time when we can

reflect and be thankful for the rich

blessings God has given us. This time

of year also brings special opportuni-

ties for fellowship and service. On

November 5, our Bible Class held a

benefit dinner for its upcoming mis-
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sion trip. The Detroit choir was here

for the weekend and blessed us with a

performance following the dinner.

Many from our congregation, includ-

ing the Bible Class students, parents,

and teachers, put forthmuch effort to

make the evening a success. Thank

you to everyone who gave of their

time, talents, and money to help

make the mission trip possible, and a

special thankyouto theDetroitChoir

for traveling here and sharing your

God-given gifts.

Other service-related events this

month included Operation Christ-

mas Child (assembling gift boxes for

childrenand families in need)and the

annual Sunday School Thanksgiving

basket deliveries. We are thankful

for God’s many blessings and for the

opportunities we have to share our

blessings with others.

On November 13 we enjoyed a

housewarmingsinging at the homeof

Bro.EricandSis.Marissa Bahler. We

are thankful to have Bro. Eric, Sis.

Marissa, and their children, Elliot

and Ivy, assembling with us in Cham-

paign.

We appreciate the many visiting

ministers who have shared God’s

Word with us. Visiting ministers this

month included: Elder Bro. Ron

Messner (Sis. Pam, Washington),

Bro. Jesse Bedolla (Sis. Bonnie, De-

troit), Bro. Randy Gasser (Sis. Sue,

Detroit), Bro. Nathan Walder (Sis.

Denise, Cissna Park), Bro. Marshall

Heinold (Sis. Jan, Ixtlan), and Elder

Bro. Brad Eisenmann (Sis. Cindy,

Chicago). Thanks for your service!

______________

ILLINOIS, CHICAGO
Rachel Meyer

Greetings from Chicago. We

thank our visiting ministers, Bros.

Frank Sauder (Roanoke) and Erik

Givens (Princeville), for sharing

God’s Word this past month.

Our dear Bro. Dan Plattner has

been diagnosed with a type of lym-

phoma. We pray earnestly for God’s

healing hand on him and strength for

him and his family, Sis. Deanne,

Olivia, and their unborn child. “But

heknoweththewaythat I take: when

he hath tried me, I shall come forth as

gold.” (Job 23:10)

Our sincere sympathy is extended

to Sis. Cindy Eisenmann (Elder Bro.

Brad), upon the passing of her grand-

mother, Sis. Lucille Kieser, from

Bradford, IL. She passed away at our

church home in Peoria. Praise God

for our eternal hope!

October 28 we shared Commu-

nion and remembered the reason we

do this. On October 29 was the

Sunday School Weiner Roast. Fel-

lowship, food, and fun ensued.

Recently a ministering brother

shared a sign he saw while traveling.

It read, “Genuine Fake Watches”. If

everything that comes our way – ev-

erything – was labeled that honestly,

wouldwebemoreonguard? Icanbea

chameleon in the world but not a cha-

meleon with God. “He that hath no

rule over his own spirit is like a city

that is broken down, and without

walls.” Proverbs 25:28

______________

ILLINOIS, CISSNA PARK
Marilyn Maul
Tina Walder

We appreciated the labors of love

from ministering Bro. Clark Stoller

(Sis. Cindy, Gridley) who willingly

shared God’s Holy Word. We were re-

minded of the horrors of hell, the

wonders of heaven, and the worm

that dieth not.

Grandchildren are a special bless-

ing. Bro. Dennis and Sis. Sharon

Walder are thankful grandparents of

a new grandson, Ky Joshua Walder.

He was born to Bro. Jess and Sis.

Kelsey Walder of Silverton, OR. He is

welcomed home by siblings, Stephen,

Stephanie, and Kenton.

We pray for Sis. Sharon (Bro. Ken)

Eisenmann and Sis. Myrna (Bro.

Ken) Weerts as they have experi-

enced health issues this past month.

We pray God will strengthen them as

only He can.

Children and parents alike en-

joyed putting kits together for World

Relief night on November 10. What a

blessing to be able to work together.

______________

ILLINOIS, CONGERVILLE
Holly Zobrist

We were blessed to hear the

provings of our Nazarene brethren,

Jack and Elizabeth Lutz, on October

29. It isalwaysablessinghowGodhas

worked in the lives of others. May

God continue to draw them closer to

Him.

We are thankful for the visiting

ministers we’ve had with us in this

past month. We were thankful that

Elder Bro. Dave Graf (Sis. Barbara,

Akron) was able to be with us for

these testimonies. It was a blessing to

have Elder Bro. Gerry Hertzel (Sis.

Ellen, Sabetha) with us to assist Bro.

Ben with the Memorandum. It was

also nice to have Bro. Mark

Zimmerman (Sis. Cheryl, Eureka)

ministertoourcongregationaswell.

We were blessed with two new

births this past month. Bro. Ben and

Sis. Rachel Currier have welcomed

Brooke Lynn into their home on No-

vember6. Welcominghim homeis big

brotherMahlon. Also thankful forhis

safe arrival are grandparents, Bob

and Sis. Janice Stoller (Lamar) and

Art and Sis. Mary Currier. Ezra Dale

was born to Bro. Daniel and Sis.

Jessica Uphoff. His two older broth-

ers are Zeelek and Wyatt.

______________

ILLINOIS, LEO
Amy Gasser

Miriam Gasser
Bros. Nelson Beer (Milford, IN),

John Hartman (Fairbury, IL), Kevin
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Knapp (Bloomington-Normal, IL),

Dan Koch (Tremont, IL), and David

Marquart (Taylor, MO) assisted our

local brothers in the labors of the

ministry, and we thank them.

Walter and Natalie Miller an-

nounced the birth of Trinity Ann Ma-

rieonOctober25. Amongheradoring

relatives are her brother Mason and

her grandparents, Bro. Jeff and Sis.

Sara Dietz. Grayson Paul was born

November 4 to John and Alison

Sweet, whose parents are Bro. Roger

and Sis. Karen Weiss. Someday,

Grayson will be a playmate for his

older brother Tayden.

Olabisi Iyiola will be relocating his

family to the Peoria vicinity for tem-

porary employment. We wish him,

his wife Victoria, and son Nathaniel

success in their new endeavor.

Sis. Louise Steffen has moved to

The Vines at Countryside, where her

address is 971 Bode Rd, Room 22,

Elgin, IL 60120. Her new phone

number is 847-888-0099.

Sis. Lenora Steffen remains in her

home at 625 Eastview St., Elgin.

Please remember them as they deal

with various infirmities.

Mary Kay Smithberg (Roger) had

surgery, from which she has made a

good recovery.

After preparatory transplant care

at the University of Chicago, Sis.

Maria Steffen (Bro. Dave and Sis.

Linda) received her brother Daniel’s

donated bone marrow on November

11. Sis. Maria’s health has been sta-

ble while she and her family wait and

pray for the new marrow to begin its

work. They have been counting their

blessings and appreciate everyone’s

love and prayers.

Sis. Dorothy Harsh, Bro. Dave

Rinkenberger’s sister, passed away

November16at theageof89. Shehad

beenaresidentof theApostolicChris-

tian Home in Eureka.

______________

ILLINOIS, EUREKA
Dee Baer

Jodi Blunier
We appreciated Elder Bro. Jon

Schmidgall (Oakville, IA) assisting

our Elder Bro. Steve in reading the

Memorandum. “The Truth remains

forever; unchanging, sure, it does im-

part a comfort to the poor in heart.”

(ZH 113:2)

Bro. Jason and Sis. Jill Carr wel-

comed David Ryan to their family cir-

cle. Reuben, Caleb and Caroline are

rejoicing along with grandparents,

Bro. Tim and Sis. Donna Carr and

Carlesta and Deanna Kelly. Bro.

Colin and Sis. Kyla Knapp became

first time parents with the birth of

Dalyah Shea. Grandparents are Bro.

Steve and Sis. Lori Knapp and Bro.

Keith and Sis. Nadine Edelman.

“Suffer little children to come unto

me, and forbid them not: for of such is

the kingdom of God.” (Luke 18:16)

Bro. Ed and Sis. Donna

Kupferschmid are enjoying a new

granddaughter,TessaElizabeth.Her

parents are Kent and Becki

Kupferschmid of Washington, IL.

We are thankful to share engage-

ment announcements. Sis. Katie

Wiegand (Bro. Andy and Sis. Vicki)

was announced to Bro. Reil ly

Wagenbach (Bro. Colin and Sis.

Barbara, Oakville, IA). Sis. Marissa

Hoerr (Bro. Norm and Sis. Connie) is

engaged to Bro. Kent Kraft (Bro.

Doug and Sis. Judy, Lamont-Gridley,

KS).

Recuperating from hospitaliza-

tions are Bro. Bruce Martin (Sis.

Sheri) and Bro. Eldon Rocke (Sis. Ida

Mae).

Other ministering Brothers shar-

ing the pulpit have been Bro. Galen

Rokey (Bern, KS), Bro. Dale Stoller

(Fairbury), Bro. Don Manz (Junc-

tion, OH), Bro. Loren Schrenk (St.

Louis, MO), Bro. Tony Manz (Junc-

tion,OH)andBro.ArlenLeman(For-

rest).

______________

ILLINOIS, FAIRBURY
Angela Herr
Kay Steffen

We rejoice with Bro. Matt and Sis.

Dana Knapp in the birth of a daugh-

ter, Paige Noel, born on November

17. Lexi, Seth, Megan, Micah,

Joshua and Caleb are happy for a new

sister. Thankful grandparents are

Bro. Dale and Sis. Donna Banwart

and Bro. Charles and Sis. Paula

Knapp (Bloomington, IL).

Our thoughts and prayers are

with those recovering from recent

surgeries including Sis. Elizabeth

Fehr (William and Helen) and Wade

Steidinger (Bro. Wes and Sis. Erinn).

Also spending time in the hospital

were Bro. Ben Lorch (Sis. Margue-

rite), Bro. Perry Virkler (Sis. Carol),

and Bro. Merle Kaisner (Sis. Marge).

We trust the Lord will heal and pro-

vide for each one of these dear loved

ones, as well as others who have had

recent health concerns.

Weappreciateeachvisitingminis-

ter who has been willing to share

God’s Word with us this past month.

May God bless Bro. Tom Schambach

(Elgin, IL), Bro. Kenneth Dietz

(Bradford, IL), Bro. Curt Rassi (Tre-

mont, IL), Bro. Mark Zimmerman

(Eureka, IL), Bro. Les Kaeb

(Francesville, IN), Bro. Todd Sinn

(Latty, OH), and Bro. Virgil Metzger

(Chicago, IL) for their labors among

us.

______________

ILLINOIS, FORREST
Lisa Aberle

Lynn Dotterer

How happy when relieved we’ll be

From toils and cares of mind,

And in that holy land so free

Eternal rest we’ll find,

Eternal rest we’ll find.

Hymns of Zion #224, verse 8
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Sis. Kathryn Steidinger passed

awayonNovember13. Weextendour

sympathy and prayers to her hus-

band, Bro. Ivan, and her children:

Bro. Ray and Sis. Shelly, Bro. Dan

and Sis. Kathy Banwart, Bro. Glen

and Sis. Holly, Bro. Bob and Sis.

Linda Anliker, Lyle and Sonia, and

Bro. Roger and Sis. Sheila. Sis.

Kathryn has many grandchildren,

great-grandchildren, nieces, and

nephews in our congregation who

will miss her.

Bro. Eric Bachman (Bro. Larry

and Sis. Donna) has found employ-

ment in the Rochester, MN, area, and

hewillbeassemblingwiththeMinne-

apolis, MN, congregation. We wish

Bro. Eric God’s blessings! Sis.

Brenda Bachtold (Bro. Marvin and

Sis.Mary)has feltGod’s leadingtoas-

semble with the congregation in

Croghan-Naumburg, NY. We will

miss Sis. Brenda, but trust she will

feel welcomed and at home in New

York.

We are always thankful for visit-

ing ministers who are willing to

preach the Gospel. Elder Bro. Law-

rence Luthi (Lamar, MO), Bro. Art

Mueller (Belvidere, IL), Bro. Michael

Wagenbach (Wolcott, IN), Bro. Dale

Banwart (Congerville, IL), Bro. Jerry

Bauman (Rittman, OH), Bro. Randy

Gasser (Detroit,MI),Bro.RonBollier

(Indianapolis, IN), Bro. John

Hartman (Fairbury, IL), Bro. Dennis

Rassi (Austin, TX), Bro. Doyle

Frauhiger (Bluffton North, IN), Bro.

Mark Zimmerman (Eureka, IL), and

Bro. Dale Stoller (Fairbury, IL) min-

istered to us this month.

WearethankfulTysonStork(Bro.

Reuben and Sis. Devra), Matthew

Coffey (Bro. Kevin and Sis. Denise),

and Mitchell Lanz (Bro. Troy and Sis.

Kathleen) have answered God’s call

to repentance!

We rejoice with Sis. Amber Stork

(Bro. Reuben and Sis. Devra) and

Bro. Josh Coffey (Bro. Kevin and Sis.

Denise) as their engagement was an-

nounced.

Jared and Jenna Stork welcomed

their first child, Taylor Renee. Her

thankful grandparents are Bro.

Lloyd and Joyce Honegger and Bro.

Paul and Sis. Dawn Stork. Bro. Brad,

Sis. Shannon, and Blake Brown wel-

comed Molly Marie into their family

circle. Molly’s grandparents are Bro.

Gary and Sis. Jane Brown and Bro.

Ivan and Sis. Cinda Fehr (Fairbury,

IL).

Sis. Velma Jean Ifft and Bro.

Leroy Koehl (Sis. Janita) spent time

in the hospital this month. Roman

Mueller (Bro. Ron and Sis. Vicki) had

surgery. We are thankful he is home

and recovering! Bro. Brad and Sis.

Shannon Brown’s little Molly will

have an extended hospital stay. We

will keep them in our prayers!

______________

ILLINOIS, GOODFIELD
Melissa Rokey
Kayla Wiegand

“Giving thanks unto the Father,

which hath made us meet to be par-

takers of the inheritance of the saints

in light: Who hath delivered us from

the power of darkness, and hath

translated us into the kingdom of his

dear Son: In whom we have redemp-

tion through his blood, even the for-

giveness of sins.”

Col. 1:12-14

We rejoice with Kasey Roth (her

husband David is also a convert and

his parents are Bro. Alan and Sis Jo-

anne) and Austin and Rachel

McClure as they have come by faith

with a broken repentant heart. Aus-

tin is the son of Bro. Jeff and Sis. Mar-

ilyn McClure (Congerville, IL) and

Rachel is the daughter of Bro. Gary

and Sis. Linda Folkerts (Washington,

IL). We are so thankful that God is

still calling souls unto Him in repen-

tance.

OnNovember12-13 ourcongrega-

tion witnessed the testimonies and

baptisms of Norm Ricketts (Sis.

Barb), Kim Zimmerman (Jason), and

Fritz Hinrichsen (Bro. Mike and Sis.

Gerri). Elder Bro. Marvin Dotterer

(Sis. Nancy, Forrest, IL) and Elder

Bro. Tom Hoffman (Roanoke, IL) as-

sisted Elder Bro. Earl Ringger (Sis.

Dixie, Gridley, IL) in the week-

end. We are so thankful for each of

them and trust that God will con-

tinue to work in each of their lives.

We extend our heartfelt love and

sympathy to dear ones in our congre-

gation who have bid farewell to loved

ones this past month.

Sis. Kathy Zimmerman (Bro.

Morrie) bid farewell to her mother,

Sis. Eunice Martin (Peoria, IL). Sis.

Brenda Hinrichsen (Bro. Chuck) bid

farewell to her brother, Terry Moore

(Delavan, IL). Bro. Matt Thornton

bid farewell to his stepfather, Louie

Maneno (Pekin, IL). Bro. Loren

Zeltwanger (Sis. Rhonda) likewise

bid farewell to his mother, Sis. Edna

Zeltwanger (Morris North, MN). We

lift them and their families up to our

Heavenly Father for comfort during

this time of mourning.

We want to remember those who

have been hospitalized this month.

They include: Cole Steffen (Bro. Dirk

and Sis. Deb), BJ Hinrichsen (Bro.

Chuck and Sis. Brenda), Sis. Lydia

Hohulin (Bro. Bill), Sis. Sarah Mel-

ton, Bro. Steve Wiegand (Sis.

MaryEllen), Bro. Wes Knapp (Sis.

Millie) and Sis. Paula Stoller.

Webid farewell toBro.JoeandSis.

Abby Tabor and their children,

Brennan and Natalie, as they have

moved and will now assemble in

Champaign. We will miss them as-

sembling with us but we trust that

God will bless them.

We want to thank Bro. Randy

Mogler (Sis. Evie, Washington, IL)

for bringing forth God’s Word to our

congregationinatopicalBiblestudy.
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______________

ILLINOIS, GRIDLEY
Perry A. Klopfenstein

We are thankful (to God) for our

visiting ministers. They were Bro.

Craig Stickling (Peoria), and on

Thanksgiving Day we had Bro. Ron

Bollier (Indianapolis, IN) and Bro.

Mark Wettstein (LaCrosse, IN).

Indeed we are blessed as God feeds

us by humble men who have the faith

to open God’s Word, and with the

Holy Spirit’s prompting, speak from

this divine Spirit. This is an edifying

means of being inspired by the truths

of God. We should perhaps all be

more thankful for humble men of

God who are willing to stand and

speak from the pulpit.

Recently, a minister was speaking

about giving thanks to God. The Bi-

ble makes reference to the fact that

we are to give thanks in everything.

Included in this truth is the teaching

that giving thanks is the will of God.

So the minister posed this question to

the listeners: “If whatever you have

today is based on what you gave

thanks to God for yesterday, how

much would you have (today)?” The

subtle implication was that if you did-

n’t thank God for much on the previ-

ous day, you may not have much

today!

For me personally, it was a provoc-

ative question, and one that has

prompted me to focus more on giving

of thanks to God,and if one is true to a

proposal to thank God more, then

one’s prayers become more specific in

thanks for a multitude of daily provi-

sions, many of which we take for

granted. The giving of thanks for a

host of blessings is enriching, and

makes prayer more meaningful.

Likely, as we pray more, and thank

Godmore,He(inheaven) ispleased. I

am thankful that the minister asked

that question.

Sis.MarilynSchielerwashospital-

ized for a stroke. She is doing much

better. God was with her as she laid

on the floor for a long period of time

until someone found her.

Bro. Paul Klopfenstein suffered a

perforated bowel while in Branson,

Missouri, and was hospitalized at a

local hospital. His condition became

dire on Sunday, November 13, when

prayer was requested after church

was dismissed. As brethren were

fellowshipping in the church hall-

way(s), a minister took a microphone

and announced that Bro. Paul was

near death, and that a prayer for his

welfare would be given. There was si-

lence immediately, and a sincere ap-

peal in prayer was made to God’s

father heart to spare him, if it was His

will.

Those who were with Bro. Paul in-

dicated that following that prayer,

his condition did not deteriorate fur-

ther, and gradually his condition im-

proved, however minimally — and as

time progressed he improved to

wheredoctors indicated theythought

he would live. At this writing he is do-

ing better, and may soon be moved to

a hospital closer to central Illinois to

treat this specific ailment. Thanks to

God for His mercy, and intervention.

May God help where the help of man

cannot reach.

We offer our condolences to Sis.

Mary Ann (Kieser) Wettstein over

the loss of her grandmother, Sis. Lu-

cille Kieser, of the Bradford congre-

gation.

A son, Blaze Gavin Hodel, was

born on September 29 to Bro. Doug

and Sis. Erin Hodel. His grandpar-

ents are Bro. Daryl and Sis. Deb

Hodel, and Bro. Curtis and Sis.

Norma Witzig, all of our Gridley con-

gregation.

Cal Joseph Moore, son of Corey

andBrittanyMoore,wasbornonJuly

31. He is a grandson of Sis. Carolyn

and John Yoder, Gridley.

______________

ILLINOIS, MORTON
Annette Tanner

Julie Bahr
Our church deeply appreciated

visiting ministering Bro. Craig

Stickling (Sis. Jackie, Peoria) for giv-

ing our Family Worship topic “Bear-

ing One Another’s Burdens”. We

appreciate our other visiting minis-

ters also: Bro. Howard Plattner (Sis.

Kristen,Alto),Bro.DeanSteffen(Sis.

Carol, Belvidere), Bro. Keith

Hinrichsen (Sis. Tammy, Phoenix),

Bro. Glenn Dill (Sis. Marilyn, Tre-

mont), and Bro. Randall Beer (Sis.

Deb, Milford).

Our love and support goes to Sis.

Jennifer Rassi and Bro. Josh Furrer

who were united together in Christ

on November 6. Parents are

Bro. Gary and Sis. Deb Rassi and Bro.

Troy and Sis. Lisa Furrer (Wolcott).

They will reside in Wolcott.

On November 20, Sis. Whitney

Braker and Bro. Brent Dill became

“Thus United”! Parents of the happy

couple are Bro. Todd and Sis. Wendy

Braker and Bro. Dave and Sis. Ann

Dill (Tremont).

Our church extends our love and

sympathy to Bro. Denny Wells (Sis.

Debbie) in the loss of his dear father,

Joe Wells.

Our sympathy also to Sis. Valerie

Steffen (Bro. Jim) in the loss of her

mother, Sis. Ellen Koehl, who

passed on to her Heavenly Home on

November 21.

Congratulations to happy grand-

parents, Bro. Roger and Sis. Margie

Ackerman as they welcome a new

grandbaby girl, Alayna Ann. Parents

and siblings are Bro. Doug and Sis.

Kary, Alexa and Brayden Mangers

(St. Louis). Parental grandparents

are Bro. Denny and Sis. Cheryl Man-

gers (Champaign).

On November 24, little Jovie Rose

entered the home of first-time par-

ents, Bro. Alan and Sis. Natalie
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Zimmerman. Excited and grate-

ful first-time grandparents are Bro.

Doug and Sis. Jane Zimmerman. Ma-

ternal grandparents are Bro. Dave

and Sis. Jean Martin (Elgin, IL).

Best wishes to Bro. Stan and Sis.

Carol Schick as they welcomed an-

other grandbaby into their lives. Ma-

son Randall was born to CJ and

Steph, and Austin Randall on No-

vember 13. Praising God for His mag-

nificence of creation!

Fellowship Hall Information Now
Available on Church Website

Fellowship Hall information is

now available from the Morton AC

Church Website. To access this infor-

mation, look at the left-hand column

on the ‘Welcome’ page and “click”

where it reads FH Information and

Usage Guidelines. No login is re-

quired. Our church web address is

www.mortonacchurch. org.

______________

ILLINOIS, PEORIA
Pam Fritzenmeier

The weekend of October 22-23 is

now a very special memory for two

young people who shared their testi-

monies and were baptized: Sis. Tori

Stickling (Bro. Craig and Sis. Jacki)

and Bro. Josh Ginzel (Bro. Geoff and

Sis. Angie).

We were blessed with many visi-

tors again on October 30 for in-

vite-a-guest Sunday, including

ministering Bro. Jedd Rocke (Sis.

Marsha, Goodfield). Other visiting

ministers include Bro. Brad Metz

(Sis. Karen, Bloomington) on No-

vember 9, and Bro. Bill Schick (Sis.

Joan, Magdalena) on November 13.

God’s blessings to Sis. Lillian

Koehl who celebrated her 100th

birthday on October 29!

Saturday, November 5, our young

group hosted the Senior Citizen Din-

ner. This outreach is much appreci-

ated by our church senior citizens.

It’s a blessing to witness the energy

and enthusiasm of our youth!

The pre-k, Kindergarten, and 1st

grade Sunday School classes and the

men’s group, Amazing Love, sang for

andwithusatourmonthlyhymnsing

November 6. Thank you for sharing

your love of Jesus through music.

Many families in our congregation

have lost loved ones this month. Sis.

Mary Jane (Bro. Norb) Schneider’s

father, Robert Orwig, passed away

October15. Retired Elder Bro. Chuck

Hemmer’s wife of 59 years, Sis. Mar-

ian, passed suddenly into eternity on

October 21. Bro. Vernon (Sis. Marie)

HohulinpassedawayOctober24,and

Bro. Dean Martin’s mother, Sis.

Eunice Martin, passed away October

25. We pray God will comfort each

one.

Please do remember in prayer also

our local missionary families: Bro.

Jonathan and Sis. Bere Aupperle,

and Bro. Zach Knobloch, Magdalena,

and Bro. Tim and Sis. Joan Reinhard

and family and Sis. Janelle Grassi,

Haiti.

______________

ILLINOIS, PRINCEVILLE
Linda Joos

Gloria White
On Saturday, November 5, Elder

Bro. Kevin Ryan (Rockville, CT) as-

sisted our Elder Bro. Jim Plattner in

reading the Memorandum to our con-

gregation, as well as serving us on

Sunday. We are thankful for their

love and concern for us. Other visit-

ing ministers this month have in-

cluded Elder Bro. Tim Funk (Peoria,

IL), Elder Bro. Mark Streitmatter

(Bloomington, IL), Bro. Ken Schnei-

der (Remington, IN), Bro. John

Grimm (Columbus, OH), Bro. Glen

Steiner (Winthrop, MN), Bro. Ed

Sauder (Roanoke, IL), and Bro. Fred

Witzig (Washington, IL).

Thanksgiving Day was the an-

nouncement of Sis. Heidi Schick

(Bro. Stan and Sis. Margie) to Bro.

Loren Kaeb (Bro. Curt and Sis.

Luanne) of Alto, MI. We wish them

God’s nearness in the future as they

plan and make many decisions.

St. Luke15:7, “I say unto you, that

likewise joy shall be in heaven over

one sinner that repenteth…” We are

thankful Alisha Knobloch (Bro.

KeithandSis. Lisa) has madeabegin-

ning. We wish her God’s grace as she

beginstowalk inthisnewwayof life.

First-time grandparents, Bro.

KurtandSis. ConnieChrist,welcome

Autumn Marie, born to Bro. Phil and

Sis.BethEndress (Bradford, IL).Bro.

Alan and Sis. Mary Ann Knobloch

and Bro. Allan and Sis. Rose

Herrmann welcome Nicole Ann born

to Bro. Michael and Sis. Raquel

Herrmann. Gerald and Louise Mar-

tin were thankful for the safe arrival

of their grandchild, Ali Louise, born

November 3 to Bro. Rob and Sis.

Marla Leman (Bloomington, IL). We

wish them much wisdom in training

upachild inthewaytheyshouldgo.

Sis. Margaret (Bro. Earl) Feucht

was our hospital patient this month.

May God grant her healing and

strength.

Our love and prayers go to Sis.

Bertha Jean (late Bro. Harry)

Herrmann, Sis. Jane (Bro. Marvin)

Leman and Sis. Shirley Kieser (late

Bro. David) as they bid a final fare-

well to their dear mother and

mother-in-law, Sis. Lucille Kieser, on

October 23. Our hearts were sad-

dened at the very sudden loss of Bro.

Earl (Sis. Ann Lou) Grimm on No-

vember 22. His children are Jay

(Darlene) of Cortland, IL, Bro. John

(Sis. Julie) of Columbus, OH, and Sis.

Jaron (Bro. Adrian) Montgomery of

Chicago, IL. Let us be prayerful for

these families in the near future.

______________

ILLINOIS, ROANOKE
Jamie Hodel
Judy Sauder

Isaiah 9:6: “For unto us a Child is
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born, unto us a Son is given: and the

government shall be upon His shoul-

der: and His Name shall be called

Wonderful, Counsellor, The Mighty

God, The Everlasting Father, The

Prince Of Peace.” How thankful we

can be once again this Christmas sea-

son for the King of Kings who abun-

dantly blesses us and supplies our

every need.

On October 23, Bro. Matt Steffen

(Princeville) shared the Word with

us. Bro. Bill Schick (Magdalena) was

here November 9, and Bro. Dan Beer

(Milford) shared with us on Novem-

ber 13.

Matthew 5:4: “Blessed are they

that mourn: for they shall be com-

forted.” Our prayers are with the

family of Bro. Vernon (Sis. Marie)

Hohulin (Peoria), who passed away

on October 24. He was a brother to

Bro. Mel (Sis. Shirley) Hohulin.

October 26 was our monthly topi-

cal Bible study. It was a presentation

from local brothers about various

World Relief projects.

On October 29 our Young Group

raked leaves for the elderly in our

congregation. Then, on October 31

the Young Group hosted the annual

Harvest Party for our youth. We are

so thankful for the loving acts of ser-

vice our young people give to our con-

gregation.

Our Bible class hosted a Benefit

Dinner on November 5 to support

theirupcomingworktripthisspring.

Our Roanoke congregation held

ACYF for the Illinois churches on No-

vember 6 & 13. What a blessing for us

to be able to host these young people

and hear them lifting their voices in

praise to God.

We rejoice with Bro. Mark and Sis.

Stephanie Rieke in the birth of an-

other daughter, Avery Grace, born

October 22. Avery is also welcomed

by older sister Sophia, and grandpar-

ents, Bro. Steve and Sis. Shirley

Leman and Dean and Julie Rieke

(Jackson, MI). We also rejoice with

first-time grandparents, Bro. Fred

and Sis. Cheri Janssen in the birth of

their grandson, Tucker Daniel, born

to Troy and Jennifer Janssen on Oc-

tober 31. Maternal grandparents are

Beth Pelz of El Paso, and Dave and

Tammy Pelz of Tiskilwa.

November19 was theweddingday

of Emily Martin (Bro. Tim and Sis.

Linda) and Chris Miller (David and

Bonnie) of Eureka.

Our congregation welcomes Bro.

Matt Thornton, formerly of

Goodfield, and Bro. Fred and Sis.

Jodi Leman, formerly of Denver. We

pray each can feel welcome as they

begin worshipping with us.

Our Thanksgiving Family Hymn

singwasheldSunday,November20.

Philippians 4:6: “Be careful for

nothing; but in everything by prayer

and supplication with thanksgiving

let your requests be made known

unto God.” We continue to lift up in

prayer Sis. Ann Hodel, Bro. Rich (Sis.

Janet) Knepp, Sis. Denise (Bro. Curt)

Knepp, and Sis. Carol Schwab.

______________

ILLINOIS, TREMONT
Teresa Rowell
Janice Sauder

Our congregation would like to

thank our visiting ministers this past

month. They are: Elder Bro. Tom

Stock (Cissna Park, IL), and Bros.

John Steiner (Oakville, IA), Fred

Funk (Morton, IL), and Brad

Gudeman (Bradford, IL). They vis-

ited for different reasons, but their

service in our behalf was a blessing!

“Therefore being justified by

faith, we have peace with God

through our Lord Jesus Christ:”

Romans 5:1

We rejoice with our two new sis-

ters in Christ, Sis. Tori Kaiser (Bro.

Tim and Sis. Ruth) and Sis. Emily

Wagenbach(Bro.RonandSis.Liz),as

they were baptized on Sunday, Octo-

ber 23. May God continue to guide

their paths into the future. We pray

that many more dear souls can expe-

rience this peace with God in their

hearts soon.

Our sympathy is extended to the

family of our Bro. Emil (the late Sis.

Wilma) Aberle, as he has been called

home to his reward on October 30.

Surviving are two foster daughters,

Cindy (Bro. Dick) Miller and Sandra

Johnson, both of Tremont. Also two

brothers from our Tremont congre-

gation, Bro. Walter Aberle and Bro.

Ernie (Sis. Frieda) Aberle, and many

nieces and nephews.

It is always a joy to report new ba-

bies, and we have several this time!

Bro. John and Sis. Jamie Dill wel-

comeIsla Nicole to their family, along

with siblings Parker, Brody, Grayson

and Mia. Bro. Glenn and Sis. Marilyn

Dill and Bro. Ken and Sis. Amy Koch

are happy for another granddaugh-

ter. Bro. Todd and Sis. Beth Stuber

welcome another grandson, Xavier

AlanJohn. Heis thesonofTravisand

Elizabeth Stuber (of Tremont) and

baby brother to Warren and Wyatt.

Also grandparents again are Bro.

Terry and Sis. Christine Koch, with

the birth of twin granddaughters.

Vince and Lindsey Beeney, and big

brotherLogan,welcomeAimeeEliza-

beth and Anna Marie to their family!

Another new little baby girl, Hanna

LaRae, has come to join Bro. Dale and

Sis. Meg Koch’s family. Big sister,

Maria, and her grandparents, Bro.

Dave and Sis. June Koch and Bro.

Dewayne and Sis. LaRae Dill (Minne-

apolis), welcome her arrival. God

bless all these little ones and their

families.

We always want to rememberdear

ones who have illness or surgery. We

especially have prayed for Bro. Alvin

(Sis. Carol) Beutel, Bro. Chris (Sis.

Ruth) Pflederer, and Sis. Joanna
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(Bro. Dave) Sauder, as they recover

and find increased strength each day.

May we all find much to be thankful

for through good days and hard times

alike.

______________

ILLINOIS, WASHINGTON
Linda Folkerts
Nancy Leman

Thank ye the Lord! Give thanks to

the Lord,

For He is gracious, His mercy it

endureth evermore.

Bless ye the Lord! O bless ye the

Lord!

My soul, remember His goodness

and His gifts bestowed on thee.

Psalm of Praise

– Hymns of Zion #245

Thank ye the Lord! As we antici-

pate Thanksgiving Day approaching,

we thank and praise our dear Lord

above for the many blessings of this

past year and pray for His continued

graceandpeaceforthecomingyear.

It is with thanksgiving in our

hearts that we welcome two precious

babies who have come to bless the

homes of our loved ones. Bro. Phil

and Sis. Jessica Fritz and their chil-

dren, Amber, Holly, Benjamin and

Wesley, welcomed Summer Ann into

their hearts and home on November

8. Happy grandparents are Bro. Tom

and Sis. Carol Schick and Bro. Ed and

Sis. Sally Fritz. And likewise, we re-

joice with Bro. Trent and Sis. Jenae

Leman as they welcomed a new son,

Crey Jacob, on November 17. Big

brother, Tate, and grandparents,

Bro. Dan and Sis. Tina Sutter (Tay-

lor) and Bro. Larry and Sis. Marilyn

Leman are also delighted he has ar-

rived.

We are thankful for the dear min-

istering brothers who have come to

share the Word with us this past

month. They include Bro. Tim

Leman (Sis. Amber, Taylor), Bro.

Marshall Heinold (Sis. Jan, Ixtlan),

Bro. Willis Ehnle (Sis. Lois, Peoria),

Bro. Bil l Schick (Sis. Joan,

Magdalena), Bro. John Baumgartner

(Sis. Lori, Bern), and Bro. Roger

Aberle (Sis. LaVonne, Sabetha). May

God bless these dear ones for their

service in the Lord.

We welcome Sis. Barb Johnson

who has recently moved to our area

and has made Washington her home

church. We are prayerful for her as

she completes cancer treatments and

for God to grant her recovery with re-

newed strength. We also lift up in

prayer our Sis. Frieda Mogler and our

Bro. Rich Dreste as they also face

health concerns. May thesedearones

feel our love and prayers.

______________

INDIANA, BLUFFTON
Kim Meyer

Suzie Fiechter

…I know thy works, that thou

hast a name that thou livest, and art

dead. Be watchful, and strengthen

the things which remain, that are

ready to die: for I have not found thy

works perfect before God. Remember

therefore, how thou hast received

andheard,andholdfast,andrepent.

Rev. 3:1-3

Are we “walking dead men”? We

can look good and act alive, yet be

spiritually dead! While we may fool

man, we can never fool God. “He

knows what dead looks like.” Our

congregation was challenged by visit-

ing Bro. Jeff Waibel (Sis. Margo, Leo)

to repent and to allow Christ to fill us

with His life and His ways. Then we

will truly be alive! Thank you to Bro.

Jeff, as well as to our other visiting

ministers and their wives: Bro. Seth

Gerber (Magdalena), Bro. Tom and

Sis. LuAnn Troxel (LaCrosse), Bro.

Steve and Sis. Jane Stieglitz (Leo),

Elder Bro. Curt and Sis. Lyla Frank

(LaCrossse), Bro. John and Sis. Mar-

cia Laukhuf (Latty), Bro. Randy and

Sis. Becky Gudeman (Francesville),

Bro. Dennis and Sis. Bonnie

Kaufmann (Blooming- ton), Bro. Ron

and Sis. Edie Bollier (Indianapolis),

Bro. Brian and Sis. Jacki Huber

(Francesville), and Bro. Matt and Sis.

Rebekah Kaufmann (Bloomington).

Most of these couples joined us in cel-

ebrating the marriage of Sis. Leah

Gerber (Bro. Mark and Sis. Barb) to

Bro. Ross Feller (Bro. Joe and Sis.

Jacki, LaCrosse). Bro. Ross and Sis.

Leah plan to make Leo their home.

We wish them God’s blessings!

“Because thou hast kept the Word

of my patience, I also will keep thee

from the hour of temptation, which

shall come upon all the world, to try

them that dwell upon the earth.”

Rev. 3:10

We appreciate the example of

humble faithfulness our Bro.

Herman Baumgartner has displayed

over many years, and especially dur-

ing his recent illness. Our Bro. Zach

and Sis. Jenny Bertsch continue to

teach us by word and example of faith

and trust in our loving Heavenly Fa-

ther. We surround their young family

and parents, Bro. Mike and Sis.

Carmon Bertsch and Bro. John and

Sis. Janice Rufener (Rittman), with

our love and prayers as Bro. Zach bat-

tles cancer.

“Behold I come quickly: hold thou

fast which thou hast, that no man

take thy crown.Him that overcometh

will Imakeapillar inthetempleofmy

God, and he shall go no more

out…and I will write upon him my

new name.”

Rev. 3:11-12

Christ has come quickly and taken

several of our loved ones Home. Bro.

Vernon (Sis. Luella) Geisel passed

into eternity. Their children are Tim
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(Donna), Jeff (Denise), Tadd (Heidi),

andShauna(Rod)Roesler.Wemourn

with our Sis. Lucille Frauhiger as she

buried her son, Lonnie. Bro. Tom

(Sis. Marilyn) Baumgartner has a

new body. Rejoicing for him, yet

grieving for their loss, are Bro. Lynn

and Sis. Jenny Frauhiger, Rick and

Deb Fiechter, Shane (Kathy, dec.)

Houser, and Mark and Grace

Baumgartner. Another “pillar in the

temple of God” is now our dear Sis.

Helen (Bro. Alvin, dec.) Gerber. She

reached the age of 99 years and is sur-

vived by Bro. Leon and Sis. Mary Kay

Gerber, Bro. Jim and Sis. Jeanne

Rinkenberger, Bro. Jay and Sis. Deb

Gerber, Bro. Mark and Sis. Barb

Gerber and many grandchildren and

great grandchildren. We were

blessed with the life of dear Sis. Nova

(Bro. Carl, dec.) Kipfer for 94 years.

Her son, Walter Fiechter, and

stepchildren, Bro. Ron and Sis. Linda

Kipfer, Al and Bev Hodel, Bro. Dave

and Sis. Joleen Sinn, grandchildren

and great grandchildren rejoice in

her beautiful example and life well

lived!

“He that hath an ear, let him hear

what the Spirit saith unto the

churches.”

Rev. 3:13

As we all strive to hear and obey

the voice of the Spirit, we pray that

our children will also hear and follow.

The gift of new life from the Father’s

hand brings great rejoicing along

with great responsibility. May God

grant much grace and wisdom to our

new parents. Kam Anthony Raber

was born to Bro. Tony, Sis. Nichole,

Chase and Addison. Grandparents

are Bro. Brian and Sis. Deb Fiechter

and Bro. Bruce and Sis. Mary Raber.

Bro. John and Sis. Sue Kipfer wel-

comed grandson, Luke Maxwell

Painter, son of Jim and Rachel.

Phillip and Jamie Steffen, along with

grandparents, Bro. Craig and Sis.

Jean Steffen, are thankful for little

Taryn Marie. Addison Jennie Gerber

arrived to bless the home of Chris and

Laura, children of Bro. Lee and Sis.

Jennie Gerber. Bro. Steve and Sis.

Renee Reinhard are thrilled with an-

other granddaughter, Emma Renee,

born to Logan and Abby Aschliman.

Paternal grandparents are Bro. Kelly

and Sis. Lisa Aschliman of Bluffton

North.

“As many as I love, I rebuke and

chasten: be zealous therefore, and re-

pent.”

Rev. 3:19

Noneofusenjoysbeingrebukedor

chastened, yet we are so thankful

that God loves us enough to do it

through His Word and His servants.

We thank our dear Elder Brothers,

Ed and Lynn, for continuing to lay

down their lives to serve God through

serving us. They read the Memoran-

dumonNovember13,whichincluded

some conviction and much encour-

agement. We pray that God will con-

tinue to grant strength and wisdom

to all of our Elder brothers, who serve

us so faithfully and selflessly. And we

also pray that we can respond in lov-

ing, joyful obedience!

“Behold, I stand at the door, and

knock: if any man hear my voice, and

open the door, I will come in to him

and will sup with him, and he with

me.”

Rev. 3:20

Two souls have opened their

heart’s door in response to Christ’s

knocking: Andrew Reinhard (Bro.

Jerry and Sis. Jodi) and Andrew

Eisenmann (Bro. John and Sis.

Trudy). Testimonies and baptisms

were held on November 5-6 for Luke

Kaehr (Bro. Jon and Sis. Julie), Holly

Bertsch (Bro. Tom and Sis. Brenda),

Caleb Carrico (Bro. Bill and Sis.

Heidi),andTaylorandCordinGerber

(Bro. Ked and Sis. Joanne). Thank

you, Elder Bro. Steve and Sis. Myra

Ringger (Bluffton North), for again

joining us – you are a blessing!

“Behold, I come quickly: hold that

fast which thou hast, that no man

take thy crown… To him that

overcometh will I grant to sit with me

in my throne, evenas I also overcame,

and am set down with my Father in

His throne.”

Rev. 3:11, 21

______________

INDIANA
BLUFFTON NORTH
Jamie Longenberger

Amy Moser

“In thee, O Lord,do I put my trust:

let me never be put to confusion. De-

liver me in thy righteousness, and

cause me to escape: incline thine ear

unto me, and save me.”

Ps. 71:1-2

We rejoice with Bro. Zach and Sis.

Julie Reinhard as they welcome their

first child. Bree Ann was born on Oc-

tober 6. Grandparents are Bro. Gene

and Sis. Darlene Reinhard and Bro.

Marvin and Sis. Robin Beer

(Mansfield, OH).

______________

INDIANA, FRANCESVILLE
Mildred Clauss

Jacki Huber
As I prepare this article, we are

looking forwardtoThanksgiving. We

have had a blessed week, as last

Wednesday evening we gathered for

the annual Thanksgiving Program,

and many inspiring songs and inspi-

rational thoughts were shared. We

have so much to be thankful for;

above all, that Christ shed His blood

for the remission of our sins. On

Sunday evening, we gathered to-
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gether for Holy Communion to re-

member what Jesus has done for us!

We are thankful that Elder Bro. Dan

Kilgus (Sis. Jenna, Remington, IN)

was with us to assist in serving Com-

munion.

We are also thankful for Brothers

and Sisters who come to visit, and

among those visiting this past month

were ministering Bros. Alan

Schambach (Sis. Sarah) and Dan

Stoller (Sis. Deb), both from our

Remington, IN, congregation, and

Bro. Brad Gudeman (Sis. Teresa,

Bradford, IL). God’s Spirit was

among us, and we thank God once

again for His faithfulness to us.

On a recent Sunday, we were

blessed to witness the baptisms of

four loved ones. Sharing their testi-

monies, and partaking in baptism

were Sisters Diane Clevenger (Jon)

and Raquel Gutwein (Bro. A.J.), and

Bros. Trevor Putt (Bro. Brian and

Sis. Tami) and Thomas Putt (Bro.

MikeandSis.Donna).ElderBro.Earl

Ringger (Sis. Dixie, Gridley, IL) was

here to assist with the testimonies of

our dear loved ones, and we are so

thankful that they took the time to

share the evening with us.

Our prayers are with Bro. Jan and

Sis. Val Gutwein and their dear chil-

dren as they have returned to Haiti

where they are serving in the Lord’s

vineyard. We treasure the times

when our loved ones from afar come

“home” to be with us, and pray for

their safety, and continued nearness

to and blessings from God as they

serve Him abroad.

Dear ones who have had health

concerns or have been hospitalized

recently are Sis. Annabelle Messer

(Bro. Carroll), Sis. Terri Pelsy (Bro.

Dale), Bro. Ellsworth Pelsy (Sis.

Luella) and our dear Sarah Johns,

daughter of Bro. Earl and Sis. Steph-

anie Johns.

On a recent Wednesday evening,

Bro. Les Kaeb (Sis. Christine) shared

a topical on “The Kingdom of

Heaven”. The Kingdom of heaven is

withinourhearts, and isevidencedby

the fruit of the Spirit in our lives. Our

thanks to Bro. Les for sharing with

us.

______________

INDIANA
INDIANAPOLIS

Sandy Lichtle
Penny Schroder

Our Fall Outreach weekend was

held the weekend of October 28.

Many young people, from various

congregations, and our local families

gathered to work on projects

throughout Indianapolis. While the

physical labors were greatly appreci-

ated by the residents, we pray the

message of Jesus Christ was of

greater impact. Friday evening, Bro.

Keith and Sis. Emily Schambach

(Leo, IN) shared of their experiences

while serving in Magdalena, MX.

Bro. Jeff Neihouser (Sis. Sue, Mor-

ton, IL) encouraged the group on Sat-

urday evening. He was also with us

on Sunday and shared from God’s

Word. We pray for a blessing on all

who were involved in serving that

weekend.

October 30 was the ordination ser-

vice for Bro. Ken Wuethrich (Sis.

Lyn), in thepositionofOrdainedDea-

con. This was a special time for our

church family. Elder Bros. Wayne

Banwart (Sis. Char, Champaign, IL),

Ron Messner (Sis. Pam, Washington,

IL), Steve Gutwein (Sis. Linda,

Francesville, IN) and Steve Ringger

(Sis. Myra, Bluffton North, IN)

shared encouragement with the

church, Bro. Ken’s family and Sis.

Lyn, on how we can each support and

love Bro. Ken in his new role. We con-

tinue to pray for Bro. Ken and are

thankful for God’s provision in our

church.

Sis. Kristen Fiechter was engaged

to Bro. Nick Hoerr from our Taylor,

MO, congregation on October 30.

Their parents are Bro. Mike and Sis.

Shari Fiechter (Bluffton, IN) and

Bro. Mark and the late Sis. Carolyn

Hoerr (Eureka, IL). Since their en-

gagement, Bro. Nick has found em-

ployment in Indianapolis and has

relocated to our area. We welcome

himtoourchurchand look forwardto

having them stay with us following

their marriage.

The following Sunday, November

6, Sis. Kaitlin Bahler was engaged to

Bro. Sam Kaufman of Leo, IN. Their

parents are Bro. Ed and Sis. Annette

Bahler (West Lafayette, IN) and Joel

andSally Kaufman(Toyama, Japan).

We rejoice with each of these couples

and pray for God’s blessings as they

build their relationships together, in

an effort to glorify God.

We welcome Mark and Grace

Zeller back to Indianapolis. They

havereturnedfrombeinginTexas for

several months, but have decided to

relocate back to our area. We pray

that their adjustment will go

smoothlyandtheywill feelwelcome.

OnSunday,November20, wewor-

shipped together during our

Thanksgiving Program. Several

members shared of their experiences

during short-term mission trips

throughout the world. They related

howGodis faithful toreach lives inall

corners of the earth. We were also en-

couraged to be thankful for all He has

given to us.

In addition to the Brothers listed

above, we appreciated the efforts of

Bro. Tom Bolliger (Sis. Jane, Tre-

mont, IL) and Bro. Fred Witzig (Sis.

Nancy, Washington, IL) during their

recent visits to Indianapolis. We pray

for God’s blessing on each of them.

______________

INDIANA, LACROSSE
Julie Rocke

Meagan Frank
Our thoughts and prayers have

been with little Noah Gudeman, his
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parents, Bro. Glen and Sis. Kerri, and

big sister Abrey as they all adjust to

the sudden change in their lives. Sev-

eral weeks ago, Noah suffered major

injuries, particularly to his lungs, in a

swing set accident, and is now in the

midst of a lengthy recovery. We are

rejoicing and thankful that the most

recent report was very positive and

his family is again being blessed by

his sweet smile. We continue to pray

for the Lord’s healing, wisdom, and

peace for Noah, his doctors, and his

familyastheytakeonedayatatime.

With joyful hearts we witnessed

the marriage of Bro. David Virkler

(Bro. Denny and Sis. Gayle,

Congervil le, IL) to Sis. Betsy

Dettwyler (Bro. Loren and Sis.

Marlene, Silverton, OR). Although

many herewerenot able to attend the

wedding in Silverton, we were with

them in thought and prayer, and feel

so blessed to have Sis. Betsy become a

part of our LaCrosse family.

We have had several brethren

come and go this past month. We

thank Bro. Chris Wuethrich (Sis.

Carla, St. Louis, MO) for ministering

theWordtous, andbid farewell toour

Sis. Mary Ann Feller who has begun

her winter stay in Florida.

With mixed emotions we heard

Bro. Don Gudeman announce his re-

tirement from the ministry. We

thank Bro. Don, his wife Sis. Mary,

and their family for their faithful

years of love and service to our La-

Crosse congregation. May the Lord

be their rich rewarder.

______________

INDIANA, LEO
Kirby Reutter

Due to the busyness of life, my

dear spouse and I were out of state for

four out of the past five weekends.

Thus, I started feeling even more in-

adequate than usual to write the next

Leo Silver Lining article. But then I

remembered that enough happens at

Gateway in a single day to fill the en-

tire Silver Lining from cover to

cover…

So for this article, I would like to

simply relate some of the conversa-

tions I have had with coworkers over

the past month. One of the first

things that struck me about Gateway

Woods when I accepted a position

here at the “Home” was how much

the staff cared for each other. This

month was another textbook case of

this phenomenon. “By this shall all

men know that ye are my disciples, if

ye have love one to another.” (John

13:35)

Perhaps you remember from a

previous article that our dear Sis.

Maria Steffen (recently hired Assis-

tant House Parent at the Maple

House) was suddenly stricken with

an unusual blood condition. A few

weeks ago Gateway employees re-

ceived the following memo: “Just

wanted to send out a link to active up-

datesonMaria’shealthwhileshe is in

the hospital with the bone marrow

transplant. She has had to have sev-

eral days of chemotherapy to prepare

her body for this surgery, and her

body has had quite a difficult reaction

to it. The transplant is scheduled for

tomorrow morning. Her birthday

was also this week. Please join us in

bringing her before our Father’s

throne during this faith-building

time for her and her family.” Al-

though this notification will probably

arrive two months out-of-date, you

can keep abreast of Maria’s condition

a t : w w w . c a r i n g b r i d g e . o r g

/visit/mariasteffen/journal. (Re-

printed with permission.)

Just this morning, Gateway em-

ployees received another round of

emails…this time regarding

“Grandpa Joe”. Although Bro. Joe

BeerSenior isnotontheofficialGate-

way staff directory, he is nonetheless

the resident grandfather for the en-

tire Gateway campus. Joe’s son and

daughter-in-law (Bro. Joe Junior and

Sis. Heather) are Fulltime House

Parents at the Pine House, while his

dear wife (Sis. Janice) puts her secre-

tarial talents to good use for the Gate-

way Foster Care Department.

Grandpa Joe can be found just about

anywhere on campus interacting

with the residents, who absolutely

adore his attention.

Thus, we were alarmed when we

received the following memo:

“Grandpa Joe came to the office this

morning and was suffering from

short term memory loss and confu-

sion. At Dr. Dearth’s suggestion,

Janice took him to Parkview North

ER for testing. She just called to say

he is regaining some of his memory

and the doctors are running further

tests to see what is going on. I asked

for her permission to email the staff

and request prayer and she said ‘cer-

tainly.’ Please pray that God will

reach His All Powerful hand down

and bring strength and healing for

Grandpa Joe and be the ‘God of All

Comfort’ for Janice as she is called to

sit and wait.”

Hours later,wereceivedthisemail

response from Sis. Janice: “THANK

YOU to all who offered prayer for us

during our little time of ‘drama’ this

morning! What a wonderful comfort

to have co-workers who pray for us.

After a series of tests, it was deter-

mined that Grandpa Joe probably

had a TIA, or mini-stroke. The doc-

tors said that the period 24-48 hours

after a TIA holds the most potential

foranotherone. Sopleasecontinueto

pray for him! At the moment, he is

feeling good; and extremely grateful

that the confusion has passed.

Thanks again for your support in

prayer. We appreciate each one of

you.” (Reprinted with permission.)

In addition, our dear Sis. Diane

Wieland-Gerber, who does a little bit

of everything at Gateway, had an-

other eventful month: She lost her
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precious mother, Sis. Elizabeth

Schlatter Wieland, who would have

turned 97 on December 3. Sis Eliza-

beth worshiped for many years at our

beloved Latty congregation, where

Sis. Diane also attends. When Sis. Di-

ane returned to work after a long

week, she stopped by my office and

told me this amazing story:

“The doctor had been in earlier in

the day and stated it would probably

be 24 to 48 hours, but only God knew

for sure. She had been sleeping a

great deal the last several weeks. My

daughter, Leslie, who is a cardiology

nurse, realized it would not be long

before Grandma’s passing. We were

sitting across from each other by her

bed crying when Leslie said: ‘I think

we should sing a hymn.’ Several min-

utes later, from down the hall, we

heard this beautiful instrumental

rendition of ‘Softly and tenderly Je-

sus is calling’.. .and then it just

stopped. We just looked at each other

in awe. Even when I asked around, I

couldnot identify thesourceofmusic.

When I talked to the night nurse

later, I told her about the music and

she said, ‘You maybe won’t believe it,

but there was a man outside her room

during the night.’ (Her window faced

a courtyard and there was no way for

anyone to get in.) The nurse further

stated she had even gone out into the

courtyard, but could find nobody.”

(Reprinted with permission.)

Apparently, Jesus had called her

home.

It is also newsworthy to mention

that two indispensable secretarial

staff members from Gateway Woods

have announced their upcoming de-

parture in December: our extremely

beloved Sis. Patsy Stoller and our

very dear Sis. Olivia Wuthrich. Sis.

Patsy came to Gateway in 1998 to

house parent; three years later she

started working in the office, where

she has remained ever since. Sis.

Olivia came to Gateway almost two

years ago. Although we are sad to see

Olivia leave so soon, she keeps com-

ing back to the same excuse: mar-

riage proposal. When either of these

sisters is absent for just a few hours,

the entire office turns to disarray and

we hardly know how to function—so

it is particularly difficult to think

about the permanent departure of

both these servants from this minis-

try. However, we can always claim

God’s promise to Abraham: “The

Lordwillprovide”(paraphrasedfrom

Genesis 22:8).

There is so much more that hap-

pened in Leo this month which will

not receive adequate coverage. Per-

haps just a few quick highlights will

suffice. We praise the Lord for three

more converts, swelling the Leo

Young Group to more than 40 young

believers. Two of these more recent

converts come from a Gateway back-

ground. Perhaps more information

will ensue in a subsequent article. In

addition, our dear Elder Bro. Ron

Messner (Washington) was kind

enough to offer the Leo congregation

a presentation regarding the Apos-

tolic Christian Home for the Handi-

capped.

Finally, despite an exhausting

month, it was SO refreshing to be

home for Holy Communion. Al-

though our dear neighboring Elder

Bro. Bill Schlatter (Junction) was

originally slated toserveat theLord’s

Table, we were just as fortunate that

our other dear neighboring Elder

Bro. Lynn Fiechter (Bluffton Coun-

try) was able to step in on short no-

tice. Bro. Lynn so poetically

reminded us of the cost, the calling,

the commitment, and the content-

ment of the Christian life. In addi-

tion, Bro. Lynn further reminded us

that Communion represents the

commemoration of Christ’s perfect

consummation at the cross.

May the Lord watch between us

until we meet again.

______________

INDIANA, MILFORD
Janie Price
Paula Haab

We were privileged to have Bro.

Daren Metz (Sis. Rita, Gridley, IL)

and Bro. Chris Laukhuf (Sis. Rachel,

Latty) share our pulpit on November

20 and feed us the Living Word. We

thank them and ask God to bless

them.

We were able to meet the newest

grandchild of Bro. Rich and Sis.

Kathy Schlipf, namely Lincoln Cody,

son of Bro. Chris and Sis. Katy Stoller

(Bluffton North) when they visited

Milford recently.

Needing our prayers for healing is

Bro. Fred (Sis. Pat) Beer as he has

been in and out of the hospital a few

times for an ongoing lung problem.

It is snowing tonight and it re-

minds me that God is making His

presence known in the changing of

the seasons. This also means a New

Year is upon us. In these uncertain

times, may we keep our eye on the

Solid Rock, Jesus Christ, and allow

Him to lead and guide us.

______________

INDIANA, REMINGTON
Jenni Honegger
Marcella Tyler

We have been abundantly blessed

with several visiting ministers this

past month. Bro. Todd Stoller (Sis.

Pam, Latty) spent a Sunday with us.

Bro. Jeff Waibel (Sis. Margo, Leo)

came for a Wednesday night topical

Bible study. Elder Bro. Ted Steffen

(Sis. Sandra, Alto) helped us with the

readingof the Memorandum. Andwe

had several visiting ministers for our

annual Invite-a-Guestweekend: Bro.

Chuck Kellen- berger (Sis. Debbie,

Elgin), Bro. Barry Dietz (Sis. Rachel,

Bradford), Bro. Ron Isch (Sis. Jane,

Lamont-Gridley), Bro. Nathan

Walder (Sis. Denise, Cissna Park),

and Bro. John Grimm (Sis. Julie, Co-
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lumbus). We are sincerely thankful

for each one’s efforts and fellowship.

What a blessing when brethren from

far and near can worship together in

unity and love!

We are thankful and excited to re-

port that Bro.TrentBahler (Bro.Tim

and Sis. Lynette) and Sis. Katie

Furrer (Bro. Bruce and Sis. Pam)

from Wolcott have heeded the Lord’s

will for their lives and have an-

nounced their engagement. We pray

that they may grow together in love

foreachotherand for theLordduring

this special time as they prepare to

become one in Him.

We welcome Bro. John Waibel

(Sis. Mary Sue and the late Bro.

Clyde) back to Remington as he has

found work in our area. We are

thankful that he is once again a part

of our congregation.

WeextendsympathytoBro.Ralph

and Sis. Helen Waibel on the passing

of Bro. Ralph’s sister, Mabel

Buschman. Mabel was also a sis-

ter-in-law to our Sis. Mary Sue

Waibel. Our thoughts and prayers

are with the whole Waibel family dur-

ing this time of sorrow.

We also want to be prayerful for

Sis. Lynette Bahler (Bro. Tim) and

her family on the passing of her

grandmother, Sis. Eunice Martin

fromEureka. MayGodwhoknowsall

ofoursorrowsbringeachonecomfort

and peace in Him.

______________

INDIANA, VALPARAISO
Marguerite Hoerr

The month of November, 2011,

started out on a very positive note

when we all enjoyed a potluck at Bro.

Garry and Sis. Lois Bucher’s lovely

homeinthecountry.BobandIhadn’t

been out very often during that time

and we thoroughly enjoyed seeing

those in our membership again. We

visited during the delicious meal and

had Christian fellowship with folks

again because we had both been ill. We

weren’tcompletelycutoff fromthembe-

cause we had loving phone calls and also

several meals brought in. Someone re-

cently observed it’s more blessed to give

thantoreceive.This timewewereonthe

receiving end and it was a true blessing.

We thank all those who gave us so much

love.

We had a gift through the mail

when Sis. Lois and Bro. Willis Ehnle

sent us two tapes from long ago so we

could share them. One was of her fa-

ther delivering a Mother’s Day ser-

mon; and the other was a sermon

from 1952 that my father delivered.

Bros. Henry Beer and Theo Beer

worked side by side on the pulpit in

Milford, IN, for many years. Henry’s

wife, Sis. Alice, and my mother, Sis.

Naoma. were not only sisters-in-law,

and sisters in faith, but Christian

friends, too. This made a close bond be-

tween our families that still exists.

Our hearts are saddened over the

death of Bro. Joe Wiegand from the

Burlington, IA, congregation. Joe

and Bob were together in Camp

Barkley, TX in WWII during basic

training days. Many of our ‘boys’

were there in 1944 and 1945; at that

stage of the War it was mainly a Medi-

cal Replacement Training Center. A

strong friendship developed between

the two of them. We think of Sis. Lois

and all of their family and share our

heartfelt sympathy with them. Joe was

a loving and kind brother in faith and

Bob has shared many memories with me

over the years of the times they spent to-

gether.

Our grandson August, son of Fred

and Marty Hoerr,was in a rolloverac-

cident on a toll road near their home

in Auburn, AL. We’re thankful he

wasn’t hurt severely and is recover-

ing at this time. God has given us this

special blessing.

It’s almost time for several loved

ones from our congregation to move

to their homes in the sunnier and

warmer parts of the country. We’ll

miss them but we wish them safe

traveling and will be glad to welcome

them back when they return. We

know they will bless the churches

they attend during this time, as they

have blest ours. May God go with

them as they travel.

Thanksgiving Day is upon us and

when you read this issue we will be

looking forward to celebrating our

Lord’s birth. May you all be blest as

we celebrate these wonderful holi-

days.

Remember to stop in at our Valpo

church if you are in the vicinity.

We’re located just 2 ¾ miles S. of US

30 on SR 49. We would welcome you

with open arms.

______________

INDIANA
WEST LAFAYETTE

Beth Tonner
Katie Widmer

Thanks to all the visiting minis-

ters we have enjoyed on Wednesday

evening services. We look forward to

the Christmas season as we celebrate

God’s divine plan to send His Son to

save us all. The Christmas program

will take place, Sunday, December

11.

“For God so loved the world, that

he gave his only begotten Son, that

whosoever believeth in him should

notperish,buthaveeverlasting life.”

John 3:16

______________

INDIANA, WOLCOTT
Donita Edelman

Sasha Kyburz
We were very thankful for our vis-

iting minister this month, Bro. Nile

Bucher (Sis. Phyllis, Bluffton North,

IN). Thank you for your willingness

to serve; it is such a blessing and com-

fort knowing that when we travel

around to other churches in our faith

and walk through the doors, we are
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greeted with an out pouring of love,

friendship and a familiar atmo-

sphere.

First-time grandparents, Bro.

Troy and Sis. Lisa Furrer, are thank-

ful for the safe arrival of Blake Gerald

Earney. Blake is the son of Bro. Tyler

and Sis. Michelle (Bluffton, IN). May

God grant wisdom and guidance in

the rearing of this precious bundle of

joyHehasentrustedintotheircare.

We are approaching the Christ-

mas season and with that in mind, it

is my wish forall ofus that weareable

to remember the TRUE meaning of

Christmas and are able to bring glory

to our Lord God Almighty. Let us be

thankful for the birth of our Savior

Jesus Christ!

True Christian Christmas

Christmas isn’t showy gifts, or glit-

tering decorations,

It’s honoring our Savior Jesus

Christ, in humble adoration.

It’s serving those less fortunate,

serving their needs before our

own;

It’s making sure at Christmas time

that no one is alone.

It’s taking what you would have

spent, on things that no one

needs,

And using it to help someone, with

service and good deeds.

Our Savior showed us how to live,

with charity, faith and service,

It makes the holidays a joy, more

peaceful and less nervous.

So let’s remember that Christmas is

about our Savior’s birth;

That’s the way to happiness, the

way to peace on earth.

—Joanna Fuchs

______________

IOWA, AMES
Jacob Schulz

We had visiting ministers two

Sundays and one Wednesday night

this month. We would like to thank

Bro. Mark Schmidgall (Sis. Sally,

Oakville, IA), Bro. Pat Zaugg (Sis.

Julie, West Bend, IA), and Bro. Kent

Getz (Sis. Betty, Elgin, IA) for their

time and efforts. We also thank ev-

eryoneelse that took the time to come

this month.

______________

IOWA, BLOOMFIELD
Rachel Stoller

“Lo, children are an heritage of

the LORD: and the fruit of the womb

is his reward.”

Psalm 127:3

The Lord blessed our congrega-

tion with two baby boys this past

month. Bro. Alan, Sis. Bethany,

Emmy and Olivia Wettstein wel-

comedColeMarshall into theirhome.

Grandparents are Bro. Jake and Sis.

Mary Wettstein and Bro. Art and Sis.

Pam Wiegand, all of Goodfield, IL.

God also blessed Bro. Tim and Sis.

Laurie Dotterer with Joel Edward,

but He saw fit to bring little Joel

home to heaven with Him. Grand-

parents are Bro. Joe and Sis. Rose

Dotterer and Bro. Gary and Sis. Mel-

ody Schulz (Burlington, IA). We ex-

tend our love and sympathy to this

family.

We are thankful for our visiting

ministers this month: Bro. Willis

Ehnle (Sis. Lois, Peoria, IL), Bro.

Dale Moore (Sis. Cheryl, Elgin, IA),

and Bro. Philip Schulz (Sis. Kelli,

Burlington, IA). Bro. Willis also

spent a Saturday evening with us and

told of some of his experiences in Ja-

pan. MaytheLordbeneareachoneto

strengthen them on their way.

______________

IOWA, BURLINGTON
Marilyn Anderson

Karla Gerst

He will gather,

He will gather,

The gems for His kingdom;

All the pure ones, all the bright

ones,

His loved and His own.

Like the stars of the morning,

His bright crown adorning,

They shall shine in their beauty,

Bright gems for His crown.

TH #332, vs. 2 & chorus

Our prayers and sympathy are

with the family of Bro. Gary and Sis.

Melody Schulz as their infant grand-

son was taken Home. This precious

jewel was little Joel Edward, the son

of Bro. Tim and Sis. Laurie Dotterer

(Bloomfield). Sis. Laurie is the

daughter of Bro. Gary and the late

Sis. Karen.

Weappreciatedhavingseveralvis-

iting ministers this past month.

Bros. Ken Dietz (Bradford, IL), John

Steiner, and Tom Lanz (both of

Oakville)all sharedtheWordwithus.

May God reward them for their dili-

gence in His service.

______________

IOWA, ELGIN
Maria Rocke

Brianna Strahm
Bro. Ben Frieden (Bro. Floyd and

Sis. Jan) and Sis. Traci Hoerr (Bro.

Mark and the late Sis. Carolyn, Eu-

reka, IL) were united in holy matri-

mony on October 23. We welcome Sis.

Traci to our congregation and wish

them the Lord’s blessings as they be-

gin their life together.

On November 1, Ben and Kami

McCready were blessed with the

birth of their daughter, Kaydee

Grace. Welcoming their little grand-

daughter into their hearts are Bro.

Jim and Sis. Marcy Knobloch and

Julie McCready.

We’re thankful Bro. Beirne

Messner (Sis. Joyce, Morris, MN)

could be with us to share from God’s

Word this month. May God continue

to provide for each one who ministers

the Word.



SILVER LINING26 December 2011

May now the grace of our Lord Je-

sus Christ,

The peace and love of God,

The fellowship of His Holy Spirit

Abide with us all, Yea, with us all!

Amen.

Zion’s Harp #213

______________

IOWA, GARDEN GROVE
Laura Funk

Greetings to all!

Welcoming their first grandchild

are Bro. Tom and Sis. Dawn Moser.

Lydia Marie was welcomed into Chris

and Britany Braun’s home on No-

vember 12.

Visiting ministers the past few

weeks include Bro. Paul Kilgus

(Fairbury, IL), Bro. Myron Knobloch

(Lester, IA), Bro. Jeff Wiegand

(Goodfield, IL) and Bro. Mark

Schmidgall (Oakville, IA). We are

thankful for the servants that bring

Thy teachings.

So now again Thou hast

To us a blessing given.

Our handiwork is blest

By Thy good Word from Heaven.

Thou blessest food and drink

Our needs to satisfy.

Therefore, we give Thee thanks;

Our song shall rise on high.

Thy living Word is sent

Our souls to feed and nourish.

Thou wilt that in our hearts

Thy love and praise we cherish.

Thou sheddest light and pow’r

Upon our pilgrim way,

And lead’st us by Thy hand

To heaven day by day.

We sing our heartfelt thanks,

Thy truth and love adoring.

For guidance and for light

Thy spirit we’re imploring.

Our hearts we offer Thee

For life and ev’ry day,

That with Thy grace we tread

The straight and narrow way.

Zion’s Harp #13, vs. 2,3,4

______________

IOWA, LESTER
Polly Metzger
Gloria Moser

All things bright and beautiful,

All creatures great and small,

All things wise and wonderful,

The Lord God made them all.

Hymns of Zion #207

We are thankful for the safe ar-

rival of three new babies in our con-

gregation. Bro. Colin and Sis. Katie

Moser were blessed with a daughter,

Emily Kay, on October 27. Little Em-

ily was welcomed home by big

brother, Matthew, and grandpar-

ents, Bro. Bruce and Sis. Harriet

Metzger and Bro. Rick and Sis. Lori

Moser. Kinley Grace was born on Oc-

tober 30 to Collin and Cheri

Leuthold. Ty and Gavyn are excited

for a new sister to love. Thankful

grandparents are Bro. Larry and Sis.

Mardi Leuthold. On November 12,

Bro. Dana and Sis. Kary Metzger,

Jeremy, Daniel and Heidi welcomed

Lena Marie into their family circle.

Bro.JeromeandSis.GailHartterand

Bro. Marvin and Sis. Joleen Metzger

are the happy grandparents. May

God richly bless these parents as they

strive to raise their children in the

fear and admonition of the Lord.

Elder Bro. Bill Schlatter (Junc-

tion, OH) and Bro. Phil Schulz

(Burlington, IA) were our visiting

ministers this past month. We are

thankful for their willingness to

share God’s teachings with us.

Kaitlyn Ter Wee (Chad and Sandi)

and Bro. Denis Meyer (Sis. Jill) spent

time in the hospital. We pray that

Godwillprovidestrengthandhealing

as they both recuperate at home.

Our sympathy is extended to Bro.

Silas and Sis. Edith and Sis. Vera

Knobloch as they mourn the passing

of their brother and brother-in-law,

Bro. Vern Hohulin. We likewise re-

member Dale and Sis. Mary Ellen

Knobloch in the loss of their

brother-in-law, Clifford Edelman.

Note of Thanks:

Our family appreciates all who

helped us through Bro. Verlyn’s ill-

nessandwhowerethere forusduring

his death and since. The many family

and friends from our church and

other congregations would have

humbled Verlyn, but we counted it a

blessing for all the cards, gifts and

support.

“ Memory is one gift of God that

death cannot destroy.”

Sis. Linda Kellenberger and fam-

ily

______________

IOWA, OAKVILLE
Sharla Wiegand

A bundle of joy, Abigail Rose, was

welcomed into the home of first-time

parents, Bro. Orrin and Sis. Christa

Lanz, on October 19. Abigail’s

grandparentsare Bro.Monte and Sis.

Kelly Lanz and Randy and Cathy

Smith.

We were thankful for visiting min-

isters, Bro. Michael Wagenbach

(Wolcott, IN) on October 23 and Bro.

PaulZimmerman(Forrest, IL)onOc-

tober 30.

Our new church building is pro-

gressing very nicely. We have been

blessedwithmanyclearweatherdays

and expect to have it closed in before

winter.

______________

IOWA, WEST BEND
Janet Fehr
Leona Fehr

We are thankful that we can re-

port our congregation has been

healthy this past month, and we also

have the joyful news of two precious

little bundles! Welcoming home

Kendra Ann are her parents, Bro.

KarlandSis.DeniseFehr,andherbig

brothers, Damon and Clint. Grand-

parents are Bro. Jim and Sis. Sharon
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Fehr and Bro. Dave and Sis. Yvonne

Bruellman. Little Kendra was born

on November 3.

Karyn Allie Montag, born Novem-

ber 13, will be lovingly cared for by

her siblings, Katelyn, Megan, Colin,

Landon, Addison, and Trevin.

Thankful parents are Bro. James and

Sis. Sara Montag. Karyn’s grandpar-

ents are Bro. Pat and Sis. Julie Zaugg

and Ed and Luann Montag.

Sis. Phyll is Banwart lost a

brother-in-law, Clifford Edelman, of

Sabetha, KS. We extend our prayers

andsympathytothegrievingfamily.

Astheseasonapproacheswhenwe

commemorate the birth of our Lord

and Saviour, may we contemplate it

with the same awe and wonder as the

wise men and shepherds of old!

When Christ was Born
Oh, sleeping town of Bethlehem

Beyond your hills afar,

There sounds the holy angels’ song

And burns the shining star!

What wondrous gift has blessed this

night,

What brought this celebration?

The birth of Christ the King it was,

The dawning of salvation!

Kate Watkins Furman

______________

JAPAN, SHIODA
Carrie Ito

We enjoyed a visit from Elder Bro.

Mark and Sis. Bev Bahr for Commu-

nion. We appreciated so much their

support and encouragement. It isn’t

many congregations where each per-

son can meet with their shepherd—I

guess that is one of the benefits of a

small congregation! We ask, though,

for prayers that our congregation

could grow—both in numbers and in

Spirit!

______________

JAPAN, TOKYO
Manuela Denes

Marie Inoue
The fall season is underway here

in mid-Japan. The colors of leaves in

our area are not so brilliant as I re-

memberthose inmid-west,butasyou

go into the mountain areas, their

beautiful hues are more evident.

Our news this month centers

around our visiting Elder Bros. Mark

Bahr (Sis. Bev, Detroit) and Ed

Schwartz (Sis. Jeni, Bluffton). We so

appreciated Bro. Ed’s ministry on

Sunday morning, October 30.

As the suggested age for retire-

ment of Eldership duties is 70 years,

our Bro. Akito Inoue has retired from

his duties, andBro.Mark, anointedof

the Lord for this work, will replace

him. Bro. Mark, along with his wife,

Sis. Bev, make this long distance trip

twicea year to care for the needshere.

Akito and his family was thanked for

their labors, patience, and love. The

Lord taught us alot, and we thank

Him for this experience and a loving

congregation to work with. Bro.

Akito will continue in the ministry.

We are thankful that Bro. Mark and

Sis. Bev are willing to take care of our

flockand hopethat wewill notbebur-

densome for them.

The Shioda church so ably hosted

our Fall Fellowship meeting on No-

vember 5, at Budo ga Oka, located at

the top of a large grape growing area

in Katsunuma not far from the

Shioda church. In the morning Bro.

Mark spoke of 7 ways to bring forth

fruit in our Christian lives. For new

andolderbelievers, itwastimely tobe

reminded of these valuable teach-

ings. Intheafternoontherewasame-

morial/sharing service in memory of

our dearly departed Elder Bro. Ben

Maibach who was very helpful in

starting/mentoring our churches

here. Several told of their spiritual

memories of his visits and guidance.

At least two of those present men-

tioned that they began their repen-

tance at his preaching. We all look

forward to meet again if we can re-

main faithful until the end of our

lives.

We have many blessings to be

thankful for at this season and al-

ways, so “Let us come beforehis pres-

ence with thanksgiving…” (Psalm

95:2).

______________

KANSAS, BERN

Sheri Edelman

Jill Meyer
Leigha Rokey (Bro. Dwight and

Sis. Anita) gave her testimony to the

church and was baptized in the name

of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost at

the end of October. It is such a bless-

ing to see one more soul give their life

to the Lord!

On November 5, Cliff Edelman

(Sis. Barb, Sabetha, KS) died. Our

sympathy goes to all of his family, in-

cluding his son, Bro. Rod and Joleen

and their children.

We offer a special thank you to

Bro. Clint Beyer (Sis. Kara, Sabetha,

KS) and Bro. Clark Stoller (Sis.

Cindy, Gridley, IL) for ministering

God’s Word to us this past month at

our services. Bro. Clark also gave a

Bible Study about Hospitality on a

Saturday night. We appreciate his

admonition and encouragement, too!

Thank you!

Benola Bieri continues to suffer

with cancer. We remain prayerful for

her.

______________

KANSAS, FORT SCOTT
Martin Hohulin Jr.

I would like to start this month on

a personal note. On October 27, my

younger brother, Bro. Vernon

Hohulin, went home to be with his

Lord and Savior. Our son drove us

and our daughter, Sis. Becky

Hohulin, to Peoria, IL, for the visita-

tion and funeral. Our prayers are

with his widow, Sis. Marie Hohulin,

and the rest of his family.

On November 9, Elder Bro. John
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Lehman (Bern, KS) brought Elder

Bro. Jay Luthi (Lamont- Gridley, KS)

and Elder Bro. Randy Kellenberger

(Kansas City) to help read the Memo-

randum. At the end of the evening,

Bro. John spoke of retiring his Elder-

ship of the Fort Scott congregation.

The members were polled whether

they would support Bro. Randy as

their new Elder and the vote was a

unanimous yes. We look forward to

having him as our Elder and trust

God will stand by his side.

Bro. Larry and Sis. Julie Bahr

hosted an all church wiener roast at

their home this month. Bro. Tyler

and Sis. Tina Banwart hosted a

Sunday night singing in their home.

Good fellowship was enjoyed by all at

both events.

The Sunday School children and

teachers met at Bro. Trenton and Sis.

Kristi Banwart’s house to fill shoe

boxes for ‘Operation Christian

Child’. They filled twenty boxes with

candy, toys,andpersonal itemstodis-

tribute for Christmas. May God

richly bless their efforts.

At the nursing home singing, ev-

eryone was reminded of the joy and

innocence of little children when

18-month old Nadia Banwart, daugh-

ter of Bro. Tyler and Sis. Tina, began

making her way through the resi-

dents to shake their hands. The look

of joyontheir facesas she approached

them was evidence of the blessings of

the evening. May God richly bless the

little children.

Bro. Lyle Fischer has been admit-

ted to the hospital in Kansas City. We

trust him to the healing hands of our

Lord.

______________

KANSAS, KIOWA
Janice Bahr

Jenny Stewart

Love, of all gifts, is the greatest

which the Spirit does bestow.

Though I had a voice like angels,

lacking love, I truly know

That I’d be a tinkling cymbal or a

wretched sounding brass;

For although the sound were pres-

ent, lifeless through this world

I’d pass.

O, Thou Spirit which has given to

me grace to seek my Lord,

Teach me strive for love of heaven

and to love Thy precious Word!

Love has mercy and is patient; hasty

ways it does not own;

Humbleness of mind is present;

with true peace it has its home.

Love is of a friendly nature, does no

selfish thought possess;

Love is not a sin partaker, and is

free from bitterness.

Love is truthful, not deceitful, does

here ev’ry burden bear;

And, enduring, is so fruitful in all

trials joy to share.

Zion’s Harp #37

Bro. Jake Leman (Elder Bro. Mike

and Sis. Deb, Denver, CO) and Sis.

Tifani Bahr (Bro.Jeffand Sis. Janice)

have through the leading of the God

they both love and serve, chosen to

take the second most important step

in their lives, and become one in

Christ. They plan to be married in

January, and it is our fervent prayer

that the home they share may be a re-

flection of the love of God, and ever be

open and welcoming to all who would

enter there.

Count your blessings, name them

one by one;

Count your blessings, see what God

hath done;

Count your blessings, name them

one by one;

Count your many blessings, see

what God hath done.

Hymns of Zion #116 (chorus)

What do Thanksgiving and

Christmas really mean to you? Are

they just two moreholidays to eat and

shop and gather with family and

friends? Or are they what they really

should be: one special day to be truly

thankful for all the blessings God has

sograciouslygiventous, andonevery

special day to celebrate the birth of

the Son of God, Who was born in a

lowly stable, lived and loved and

healed and taught us about His (and

our) Father in Heaven. And then,

went willingly to a cruel Cross to die

for our sins, and then rose again to go

before us that some day we, too,

might rise and forever live with Him

in His heavenly kingdom. May we

never, ever, forget how very blessed

we are, and always keep our “Thanks

in Thanksgiving” and our “Christ in

Christmas”!

Thought for the New Year: Today

is the first day of the rest of our lives.

Rejoice in the Lord and be happy!

______________

KANSAS

LAMONT-GRIDLEY

Sarah Somerhalder
Our congregation was blessed

withmanyvisitors this monthandwe

appreciate each one. We were thank-

ful to have visiting ministers, Bro.

Brandon Emch (Sis. Maria, Kansas

City, MO), Bro. Cory Metzger (Sis.

Jodi, Wichita, KS), and Bro. Dale

Frank (Sis. Tina, Oakville, IA) as-

semble with us. May the Lord bless

them for their willingness in preach-

ing the Word of Life.

Congratulations to Faye Kraft on

the arrival of her second great-grand-

child. TurnerJacob was bornNovem-

ber 15 to Jessica and Ash Allen

(Kansas City, KS). Turner Jacob was

born on his great-grandfather’s (the

late Bro. Glenn Kraft) birthday.

We extend our sympathy to Sis.

Eileen Bahr in the passing of her sis-

ter-in-law, Sis. Ann Greiner (Wich-

ita, KS).

______________
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KANSAS, SABETHA
Carrie Grimm
Sally Strahm

“To every thing there is a season,

and a time to every purpose under the

heaven:”

Ecclesiastes 3:1

Our visiting ministers this past

month were Bro. Brian Metzger (Sis.

Angie, Lester, IA) and Bro. Brad

Funk (Sis. Laura, Garden Grove, IA).

May God bless these brothers for be-

ing willing servants.

We rejoice with Bro. Rick and Sis.

Komari Aberle, along with their chil-

dren, Mara and Krae, as they wel-

come Selah Marie into their family

circle. Grandparents are Bro. Roger

and Sis. LaVonne Aberle and

Samroeun Neal of Moundridge, KS.

May Godgrant them guidance and di-

rection as they raise their little fam-

ily.

We are thankful God has blessed

Bro. John and Sis. Betsy Strahm with

a baby boy, Hanston John. Big sister,

Marlys, will enjoy a playmate. Grand-

parents are Bro. Curt and Sis. Ellen

Strahm and Bro. Butch and Sis.

Kathy Doorneweerd of Lester, IA.

Bro. Gale and Sis. Belinda

Kellenberger welcome Jesse Samuel

on November 19 into their family cir-

cle. Toby and Ellie are excited for an-

other playmate. Grandparents are

Sis. Marian Kellenberger (late Bro.

Eugene) and Bro. Darrel and Sis. Glo-

ria Stoller of Bern, KS.

We give our heartfelt sympathy to

the extended family of Cliff Edelman

in his sudden passing. Surviving is

his wife, Sis. Barbara, and children,

Randy Edelman (Cindy) of Sabetha,

Bro. Rodney Edelman (Sis. Jolene) of

Bern, KS, Sis. Pam Wulf (Bro. Stan)

of Morris, MN, and Brad Edelman

(Teresa) of Sabetha. May God com-

fort the hearts of each one as only He

can.

We also extend our sympathy to

Bro. Harvey Wenger (Sis. Arleta) in

the passing of his brother, Clyde

Wenger, of Sabetha, KS.

Our thoughts and prayers are

with Bro. Harvey Wenger (Sis.

Arleta) and Bro. Art Kellenberger

(Sis. Joy)as theyhavebeeninthehos-

pital this past month.

Our church hosted an In-

vite-a-guest the weekend of October

29-30. We thank those who came to

visit us. It was a blessed weekend.

We had our annual Thanksgiving

meal which was held at the Fellow-

ship Center on October 6. It was a

blessed evening of singing and fellow-

ship.

“Glory to God in the highest, and

on earth peace, good will toward

men.”

Luke 2:14

______________

KANSAS, WICHITA
Emma Miller

My last Silver Lining article was

mailed in mid October. Then on

Wednesday, October 19, my sister,

Sis. Ann Greiner, went to meet her

Maker. We had been in church

Sunday, October 16, and I visited

with her by telephone at 9:00 that

evening. Later in the night she called

her son for help. Her 94 year old body

wasreadytoreleasehertoherMaker.

She died early Wednesday morning.

Ann was preceded in death by her

husband, George, two infant chil-

dren, her parents, Sam and Lydia

Bahr, a sister, Dorothy Brown, and

brothers, Sylvan, Lester, Ernest,

Rudolph, Franklin, and David. She is

survived by a son, Frank, and his

wife, Anna; granddaughters,

Jennifer Malcom and Lora Squier;

andonegreatgrandson; threesisters,

Elsie Hemphill, Leona Herr, and I.

Funeral services were held on Satur-

day in Wichita and burial was the

next day in the Gridley Apostolic

Cemetery.

Bro. Howard Warner was relieved

from pain and went to be with the

Lord on November 5. Bro. Howard

and his wife, Sis. Anna Marie Young,

lived in the Hutchinson area and sel-

dom missed driving to Wichita for

churchfunctions.Bro.Howarddevel-

oped a talent as a song leader and

Sunday school teacher. Besides his

wife, he is survived by the following

children: Gwendolyn and husband

Tom of Escondido, CA, Don and

Becky Warner of Arlington, Cynthia

Warner of Austin, AR, Roiann and

Scotty Brome of Fort Worth, TX, and

Kevin and Gloria Warner of Hutchin-

son. A daughter and two sons pre-

ceded Bro. Howard in death.

Pray for our Wichita Church that

it will continue to be a place of truth

and that our numbers will grow.

Visitors from the Sabetha area

were in town the weekend of Novem-

ber 13. That was also the date of the

Sunday School picnic which Bro. Max

and Sis. Judy Reimschisel so gra-

ciously provide for a country outing.

Bro. Clint Beyer shared in the minis-

try for the day.

______________

KENTUCKY, LEXINGTON
Barb Huber

“But thou, O Lord, art a God full of

compassion, and gracious, longsuf-

fering, and plenteous in mercy and

truth.”

Psalm 86:15

The Lord opened the windows of

heaven and the pages of His Holy

Word through the inspiration of the

Holy Spirit. What a blessing to be in

tune to His Word as a child of God, so

that Hemay revealHis purposeto us!

We are thankful to the following min-

istering brothers who lent them-

selves to be used in His service this
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past month: Bro. Dennis Kaufmann

(Sis. Bonnie, Bloomington-Normal,

IL), Bro. Paul Kilgus (Sis. Carmen,

Fairbury, IL), Bro. Rex Frieden (Sis.

Vera, Lamar, MO), Bro. Steve Pamer

(Sis. Arliss, Akron, OH), and Bro.

Daron Price (Sis. Monica, Milford,

IN). May the Lordbless you, dear ser-

vants, and all who traveled with you,

fromfarandnear, toworshipwithus.

We appreciated all your efforts and

labors of love.

Christian fellowship is always an

encouragement and blessing; we do

extend a warm welcome to all who

may be in our area or traveling

through to worship with us. You may

contact Bro. Lester Huber (859)

745-2541. Church services are held

at 3938 Becknervil le Rd.,

Winchester,KY. Directionsare inthe

ministers’ book.

______________

MEXICO, IXTLAN
Matt Gerber

“Repent, and be baptized every

one of you in the name of Jesus Christ

for the remission of sins, and ye shall

receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.”

Acts 2:38

What a joy it is to hear and observe

a newbornbabe in the faith whose life

has been transformed by Jesus

Christ. It often takes us back in our

minds to when we were converted,

and makes us want to recover that

fresh love and zeal that new believers

have, but unfortunately can so easily

be lost as time passes.

Our hearts were stirred up as we

heard the sincere testimony of Sis.

Carmen Garcia and witnessed her

baptismandpublicprofessionof faith

in Jesus. Elder Bros. Mike Leman

(Denver, CO) and John Wiegand

(Silverton, OR) were present for the

weekend of the testimony and bap-

tism, and also shared Communion

with the church.

Meet Sis. Carmen…

Sis. Carmen Garcia was baptized

on Sunday, November 13. As Carmen

grew up, she participated in the idola-

trous practices of her religion, being

ignorant of the teachings of the Bible.

One day she was invited to church by

one of the Ixtlán sisters. When she

came she immediately felt welcomed

and sensed the love of the sisters to-

ward her. Initially her husband did-

n’t want her to come to church, but

she prayed to God and her husband

consented. Eventually her husband

and son even started attending

church as well.

As Carmen’s understanding of the

Christian faith grew, she repented of

her past life and confessed her sins.

She wanted to consecrate her life to

Jesus Christ. However, due to a diffi-

cult family problem, Carmen wasn’t

able to attend church for a sev-

eral-year period. During that time,

she had a longing to keep coming to

church and to learn the teachings of

God’s Word. Several sisters from

church would visit her at home and

encourage her, helping keep her faith

alive until she was able to start at-

tending again.

When Carmen was able to return

to church, her hunger for the things

of God was evident. She is character-

ized by a strong faith, a gentle spirit,

and compassion toward others. Even

before being baptized, Carmen had a

burden to minister to the children in

her neighborhood. Since their par-

ents wouldn’t allow them to come to

church, shestarted teaching themBi-

ble stories in her home. At times her

house has been filled with 30 chil-

dren, anywhere from age three to

thirteen.

Sis. Carmen has a fervent desire

for all of her family to be converted

and to follow Christ. She and her hus-

bandreadtheBible togetherandpray

every day, and he is very pleased with

the positive changes in her life. He

also attends church with her and has

expresseda desire to follow her exam-

ple. Please pray for the salvation of

Sis. Carmen’s husband, their son,

and other relatives.

______________

MICHIGAN, ALTO
Listyn Oesch

Melissa Blough

“Beloved, think it not strange con-

cerning the fiery trial which is to try

you, as though some strange thing

happened unto you: but rejoice, inas-

much as ye are partakers of Christ’s

sufferings; that, when his glory shall

be revealed, ye may be glad also with

exceeding joy.”

I Peter 4:12-13

We all have trials, we all have pain

but in the body of Christ, in the bond

of Faith we have been blessed with

the power of prayer and uncondi-

tional love. This month prayers have

been lifted for several families experi-

encing difficult times.

There are many things in life

We cannot understand,

But we must trust God’s judgment

And be guided by His hand…

And all who have God’s blessing

Can rest safely in His care,

For He promises safe passage on

The wings of faith and prayer.

~Helen Steiner Rice

Our hearts ache with the Huber

family at the loss of their beloved fa-

ther and grandpa, Bro. Bob Huber

(Ft. Lauderdale). We are thankful we

can find hope in the loss through

Christ. On our knees we ask the Lord

to heal the holes left in the hearts of

daughter,Sis.LaurieSteffen,andher

family (Bro. Terry, Bro. Derek, Sis.

Carrie, Cameron).

Cassy and Trevor Ross welcomed

their first child, Ryker Jay, into their
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lives on October 21. With this joyous

event also came some sorrow with

health complications. We continue to

pray that Ryker will gain strength at

home. Thankful grandparents are

Bro. Ed and Sis. Julie Sanders.

Two from our congregation have

recently had surgeries. We lift them

andtheir familiesup inprayeras they

continue to heal. Titus Plattner (Bro.

Aaron and Sis. Rebekah) as well as

Laurie Blough (Gary).

Prayersalso areraised forBro.Joe

Oesch (Sis. Melva) who recently

spent time in the hospital. We are

thankful he is now at home healing

and regaining strength.

Denny Koehl has recently moved

to a nursing facility. We pray for a

smooth transition and despite the

changes around him, may he find

comfort inourneverchangingGod.

Amongst all the trials, God contin-

ues to call souls and bring great joy to

our Alto congregation. In recent

months we have had three souls seek

the Lord in repentance. Cameron

Steffen (Bro. Terry and Sis. Laurie),

Levi and Zachary Steffen (Bro. Na-

than and Sis. Susan). Pure joy rings

in our hearts as we see God at work in

such young hearts. We pray the vic-

tory of Jesus lights their paths now

and always.

The Banks family has moved to

Alto from Columbus, OH, this

month. We welcome Casey, Rachel,

Luke, Caleb, Silas, and Corrina. We

feel very blessed to have another fam-

ily join our assembly. We pray they

feel God’s love surrounding them in

this timeofadjustmentandchange.

With Thanksgiving approaching,

letus rememberto take timetopraise

God for His many blessings. Let’s

count our many blessings and name

them one by one before our Lord.

______________

MICHIGAN, BAY CITY
Sarah Knochel

Janelle Ramseyer
Greetings of love in the Saviour’s

name!

Our thoughts and prayers are

with Bro. Neil Mosher on the passing

of his sister, Sis. Marlene Mosher.

Even though Sis. Marlene was not

able to attend services for quite some

time, it was always a blessing and en-

couragement to go and visit her.

We pray for continued healing for

those who have spent time in the hos-

pital recently. We trust God’s healing

strength will be with Bill Bateson

(Lori), Dale Meylan, Sis. Helen

Ramseyer, and Sis. Evelyn Wieland

(Bro. Rod).

We rejoice with Bro. Chad and Sis.

Rebekah Wieland as they welcomed a

son, Austin Jay, into their family cir-

cle. Big sister, Tess, is also excited to

have a new little brother. Grandpar-

ents are Bro. Merle and Sis. Elaine

Wieland and Bro. Glen and Sis. Maria

Ruegsegger.

We rejoice with Natasha Schlatter

(Bro. Jay and Sis. Carola) as she has

turned to the Lord in repentance. We

praythatGodwill continuetoworkin

her heart and many others who are

dear to our congregation.

It is sohardtobelievethat theyear

is coming to a close and that the

Christmas season is quickly ap-

proaching. May God’s Spirit guide us

towards the true meaning of Christ-

mas.

______________

MICHIGAN, DETROIT
Kay Rauhe

“May the Lord watch between me

and thee, when we are absent from

one another.”

Psalm 31:49

We tearfully said goodbye to Sis.

Barb Johnson as she has moved to

Eureka, IL, to continue with her can-

cer treatment, and we prayed that

she would feel God’s nearness as He

reaches into her heart and lets her

know that she is loved and missed!

Our heartfelt sympathy, contin-

ued prayers, and love to Sis. Suzanne

and Pauline Sabados on the death of

their beloved sister, Sis. Anna

Sabados. Anna was a very caring and

loving person and also a hard worker

who will be greatly missed and fondly

remembered. “Peace I leave with

you. MypeaceIgiveuntoyou.” (John

14:27) Our deepest sympathy,

prayers, and love to the rest of her

family and praying you’re all com-

forted by memories and held close in

God’s love as you grieve.

“Every good gift and every perfect

gift is from above, and cometh down

from the Father of lights,…”

James 1:17

We are excited to announce the

birth of Elijah Daniel Harmon born

on October 28 to first-time excited

parents, Bro. Ben and Sis. Sarah

Harmon. Happy grandparents are

Abraham and Sarah Nolan from

Livonia, MI, and Bro. Doug and Sis.

Lanna Harmon from our Toledo, OH,

congregation. May little Elijah al-

ways be cradled in love, surrounded

by family, and blessed with happi-

ness.

Weweresoprivilegedtohavevisit-

ing ministering Bro. Howard

Plattner (Sis. Kristen; Alto, MI) with

us on November 1 and on November

13. We always learn so much from his

sermons and certainly appreciated

his willingness to share the Word and

to “serve the Lord with gladness.”

(Psalm 100:2). In between the

above-mentioned dates, they spent

time with the Residents at

WoodhavenRetirementCommunity.

Thank you so very much, Bro.

Howard and Sis. Kristen!

On November 5 and 6, our choir
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traveled to Champaign, IL, to wor-

ship, to fellowship, and to praise the

Lord with song. Everyone had a won-

derful time and look forward to being

with our loved ones there in the near

future.

We were encouraged to remember

Sis. Florence Wieland in our

thoughts and prayers as she was in

the hospital, and we missed worship-

ping and fellowshipping with her.

Sis. Bonnie Popp has requested our

prayers as she was in the ICU at

Henry Ford Hospital after she passed

out and learned that she has a pulmo-

nary embolism. A few days ago we

heard that she was out of the ICU,

then a few days later released from

the hospital and now is resting at

home. She was so very thankful for

all ofourprayers. Howwonderful it is

to once again see both of our dear Sis-

ters in church…God is so good!ow ex-

citing is was to see both of our dear

Sisters

As Thanksgiving quickly ap-

proaches, let’s remember to count

ourblessingsandbethankful forALL

that God has given us. “Enter into

His gates with thanksgiving, and into

His courts with praise: be thankful

unto Him, and bless His name. For

the Lord is good; His mercy is ever-

lasting and His truth endureth to all

generations.” (Psalm 100:4-5)

We were so thankful that our

prayers were answered when Elder

Bro.MarkandSis.BevBahrreturned

safely home from their trip to Japan.

The two congregations there are so

grateful for the Lord being so real in

their l ives. God’s grace and

truth…”Forthe lawwasgivenbyMo-

ses, but grace and truth came by Je-

sus Christ.” John 1:17…are evident

in the lives of dear friends, converts,

and brethren. Even as angels rejoice

over one convert…adding one new

Christian there is so moving and has

such a huge impact and, therefore,

hope for the future. May we all be

bound together in the Saviour’s love,

and a great way to do that is to men-

tion them often in our prayers.

A warm and hearty thank you to

everyonewho came and werea part of

the Saturday, November 12, Apos-

tolicWorldReliefMeeting. Weappre-

ciated learning about all of the recent

updates and other valuable informa-

tion. We very much enjoyed the fel-

lowship of brethren from various

churches, along with a Saturday eve-

ning singing and then Sunday with

the privilege of worshipping to-

gether!

When thanking the ladies at

church for making sandwiches for

those in need in an earlier article, it

was mentioned that our gentlemen

are also busy helping, so our thanks

to them for being willing to take some

timeoutoftheirdaytohelpothers.

“…If we love one another, God

dwelleth in us, and His love is per-

fected in us.”

I John 4:12

______________

MINNESOTA

MINNEAPOLIS

Tim McMillan
We began November reading Joel

2:1, “Blow ye the trumpet in Zion,

and sound an alarm in my holy moun-

tain; letall the inhabitants of the land

tremble: for the day of the Lord com-

eth, for it is nigh at hand.” I know I

could sound my trumpet louder, lon-

ger, and more often. May the Lord

give us all the strength and wisdom to

do so for the sake of all men and the

glory of God!

We are thankful to the Elder body

for their work in keeping the church

on the righteous path. We spent time

reading the Memorandum this

month. Elder Bro. Dan Kilgus (Sis.

Jenna, Remington, IN) was kind

enough to visit and assist in the read-

ing.HesharedtheWordthefollowing

morning along with visiting Bro.

Duane Metzger (Sis. Ruth, West

Bend, IA). May the Lord keep all our

ministering brethrenstrong in spirit.

Again we are faced with joy and

sorrow this month. Joy in the arrival

of a brother moving to the area. We

welcome Bro. Eric Bachman from

Forrest, IL. He has moved to Minne-

sota and will be joining us in worship.

The sorrow is in the announced re-

tirement of ministering Bro. Don

Miller (Sis. Bernadine). Bro. Don’s

grandfather and father ministered

unto the church. He stated that with

his retirement, 90 years of continu-

ous preaching has come to an end in

his family. We are thankful for the

sermons Bro. Don has spoken over

the years and hope for the best for

him and Sis. Bernadine. May their re-

wards be many in Heaven.

We also read from Colossians to

begin this month. Would you please

take a moment to refresh your mem-

ory on the importance of singing by

reading Ch. 3 vs. 16?

They above are ever singing

anthems God has taught to them,

and He faileth not in teaching

us to sing and praise His name.

He hath now our hearts inspired,

with a true and fervent love,

gifted us with voice and talents,

thus to praise His name above.

Hymns of Zion #1, vs. 2

______________

MINNESOTA, MORRIS
Kim Feuchtenberger

Susie Wulf
We were very thankful to have vis-

iting brethren on the pulpit with us.

Bro. David Hartter (Sis. Beth,

Sabetha, KS), Bro. Ron Isch (Sis.

Jane, Lamont-Gridley, KS) and Bro.

James Koehl (Sis. Hilde, San Diego,

CA) ministered God’s Word to us.

We are thankful Michael Joos

(Bro. Harv and Sis. Deb) and Troy
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Backman (Bro. Steve and Sis. Cathy)

found the need and grace to turn to

God in repentance. “The Lord is not

slack concerning his promise as some

men count slackness; but is long suf-

fering to us-ward, not willing that

any should perish, but that all should

come to repentance.” (II Peter 3:9)

Three new babies were added to

our congregation. On November 11,

Benjamin Scott was welcomed home

by Bro. Scott, Sis. Alyssa and big sis-

ter, Allison Wulf. Kaley Mae was

born to Bro. Derek and Sis. Annie

Knapp on November 15. Big sister

Kelsey will be a big help. Also on No-

vember 15, Milan Levi was born

to first-time parents, Bro. Levi and

Sis. Anna Koehl. May God be with

each family as they raise their chil-

dren in the fear and nurture of God.

Our Bro. Kenny Feuchtenberger

continues to spend time in the hospi-

tal. May we still remember Kenny

and his family in prayer.

Note of Thanks:

A sincere thank you for all cards

and gifts on my 95th birthday. May

God bless and keep you.

Lotsa love,

Sis. Thelma Dogotch

______________

MINNESOTA
MORRIS NORTH

Wanda Gramm
Lois Schmidgall

“Harvest.....a time for Prepara-

tion” was the theme for our 2nd an-

nual church harvest supper. We so

enjoyed working together to make

this evening an evening of praise to

our God, and fellowship with our

church family and the many visitors

that joined us. We were thankful that

our Elder Bro. Paul Messner (Sis.

Jan, Winthrop) could join us for this

event and that Bro. Paul could share

scriptures and thoughts on “The

Time for Preparation”.

We were also encouraged to accept

the invitation to apply our 2011 Har-

vest Supper theme, “A Time forPrep-

aration” ...to continually prepare our

hearts to be a sanctuary that is:

—A Sacred Place

—A Consecrated Spot

—A House dedicated to Worship of

God

—A Place where Divine Service is

preferred

—A Sacred and Secure Refuge

—And a Place of Shelter and Protec-

tion

Thequestionbeing—-Will youac-

cept the invitation to “prepare”?

Our church enjoys joining in rais-

ing our voices unto God and once a

month visits the shut-ins. This

month we visited the West Wind Vil-

lage.

The Scripture reminds us to

“Study to Shew Thyself Approved”

and we are so thankful for Bible stud-

ies such as Crown Financial and

other marriage Bible studies that we

are able to take part in. Thank you to

those Brothers who are giving their

time to institute these Bible studies

thathavebeensuchablessingtous.

We appreciate our visiting Broth-

ers, who have come to serve us this

past month: Elder Bro. Paul Messner

(Sis. Jan, Winthrop, MN), Bro.

Dean Messner (Sis. Wanda, Win-

throp, MN), Bro. Scott Wegman (Sis.

Dawn, Taylor, MO), Bro. Merlin

Meyer (Sis. Marilyn, Lester, IA), Bro.

Kevin Banwart (Sis. Sandy, West

Bend, IA), and Bro. Jaye

Rinkenberger (Sis. Peg, Goodfield,

IL). Thank you to our visitors and

also our home Brothers, Bro. Dale

and Bro. Doug, for giving of your-

selves for the furtherance of the

Word. May the true Spirit of God be

with you.

Sunday evening many of us got to-

gether to pack shoe boxes for the

needy. It is such a rewarding time to

see how the love from young to old

reaches out to those who are in need.

After we packed 102 boxes, we en-

joyeda chili supper/potluckmeal, and

fellowship. The Word tells us that it is

so much better to give than receive.

Our Sis. Joan Schmidgall recently

returned from a work trip to Haiti.

We are thankful that she could use

her talents to help those in need and

are thankful that she has returned

safely.

God has reached down and taken a

new angel from our church family.

Sis. Edna Zeltwanger passed away

November 13. She is survived by

three sons, Bro. Dale (Sis. Rachel),

Morris North, Bro. Loren (Sis.

Rhonda), Goodfield, IL, and Rollyn

(Jody) of Hancock, MN, and many

grandchildren and great-grandchil-

dren. We will miss her but will look

forward to meeting again in the heav-

ens above.

We are thankful for God’s healing

powerinthosewhohavespenttimein

the hospital: Bro. Floyd Schmidgall,

Sis. Josie Esterling, Sis. Brenda

Knobloch and Deb Gunderson.

Sunday, November 20, our church

enjoyed its Thanksgiving Dinner to-

gether. Such a rich heritage is ours;

we have so many blessings and need

to remember those blessings not only

on Thanksgiving week, but the whole

year through.

Thank you to all of you who

have come to visit us this past month.

We so appreciate your love and fel-

lowship and want to invite any that

may be in our area to come and visit

us.

“Prepare ye the way of the Lord,

make His paths straight.”

St. Mark 1:3

______________

MINNESOTA, WINTHROP
Lindsay Schmidt
Heather Steiner

“Many are the afflictions of the
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righteous: but the LORD delivereth

him out of them all.”

Psalm 34:19

Our prayers have been with Bro.

Elmer (Doc) Schmidt (Sis. Hazel) as

he experiences afflictions of the body.

May God grant him strength and

healing.

“For I say, through the grace

given unto me, to every man that is

among you, not to think of himself

more highly than he ought to think;

but to thinksoberly,accordingasGod

hath dealt to every man the measure

of faith. For as we have many mem-

bers in one body, and all members

have not the same office: So we, being

many, are one body in Christ, and ev-

ery one members one of another.”

Romans 12:3-5

We have again voted for our

trustee board. We extend our thanks

to Bro. Glen Steiner (Sis. Rachel) as

he finishes his term as treasurer, and

give our support to Bro. Brett

Messner (Sis. Becky) as he takes on

this responsibility. We also thank

Bro. John Elder (Sis. Joleen) for his

past efforts as a trustee, and for being

willing to serve another term.

“O God, thou hast taught me from

my youth: and hitherto have I de-

clared thy wondrous works.”

Psalm 71:17

Our Sunday School students

hosted the annual 55 and Over Sup-

per. Guests shared their memories of

first jobs and activities as youngsters.

The reflections shared by the guests

were greatly appreciated. Thank you

to the students and teachers for their

efforts in making this a memorable

evening.

“Being enriched in every thing to

all bountifulness, which causeth

through us thanksgiving to God.”

II Cor. 9:11

In this season of Thanksgiving, we

pause to reflect on the abundant and

various blessings God has given us.

May we each thank God with our

mouths, but more so by living in ser-

vice to Him!

______________

MISSOURI, KANSAS CITY
Brittany Fehr

Several from our congregation

were recently able to travel to Bay

City, MI, for the wedding of Bro. Nate

Smith and Sis. Ann Jacobs. We pray

that God will bless this couple as they

begin their life as one in Him, and we

welcomeSis.Anntoourcongregation

here in Kansas City!

Our recent visiting ministers in-

clude Bros. Glen Funk (Sis. Sally,

Wichita, KS), Brad Strahm (Sis.

Michelle, Bern, KS), Larry Bahr (Sis.

Julie, Fort Scott, KS) and Dave

Hartter (Sis. Beth, Sabetha, KS).

Also, Bro.DoyleFrauhiger (Sis. Jane,

Bluffton, IN) was the visiting minis-

ter during our Single Group invite

weekend. May God richly bless these

brothers for their efforts. We have

appreciated a large number of other

visitors lately, as well, including

those who were present for our an-

nual church wiener roast and those

who came for our Single Group and

all-churchinvite-a-guestweekends.

It is truly a joy whenever a soul co-

mes to the Lord in repentance, so we

are rejoicing with our new convert,

Blake Meyer (Bro. Devere and Sis.

Michelle), and his family! We con-

tinue to pray for Blake and ask God to

provide for him as he strives to over-

come temptation and turn away from

the pleasures of this world. When

souls turn their hearts to the Lord in

repentance, we are reminded again of

the gift of salvation God offers each of

us; may weall strive to liveobediently

inordertodemonstrateourthankful-

ness.

______________

MISSOURI, LAMAR
Venetta Banwart
Rebecca Dotterer

Our thoughts and prayers go to

Bro. Charles and Sis. Alice Marti as

they mourn the passing away of his

sister, Sis. Eunice Martin (the late

Bro. Ray) from Eureka. May God

comfort them and their families.

______________

MISSOURI, ST. LOUIS
Kary Mangers

October’s visiting minster was

Bro. John Rassi (Sis. Heather, Tre-

mont). We appreciate their support

as well as the families that joined

them. We pray that each of you took

time to count your many blessings as

you celebrated Thanksgiving. May

each of us keep this attitude as we

head into the Christmas season.

______________

MISSOURI, TAYLOR
Melissa Reiman

Merry Christmas. I had a thought

the other day, I wonder what people

think about when they hear “Merry

Christmas”? Do they think about

santa claus, Christmas trees, pres-

ents under the tree, and oh my, I for-

got to get a present for Cindy? When I

think of Christmas, my mind goes

back to the sound of little children

singing Christmas carols about a lit-

tle baby that was born in a manger so

many years ago who would become

our risen Savior. It’s like I can almost

hear the angels that sang to the wise

men, Glory to God in the Highest! So

this Christmas, if you are running to

the stores to finish up last minute

shopping, turn the radio off, put the

car in park, and remember the great-

estgiftevergiventous,JesusChrist.

Bro. Josh Furrer and Sis. Jennifer

Rassi were united in marriage on No-



35December 2011 SILVER LINING

vember 6. Congratulations to you

and may God richly bless your mar-

riage for many years to come.

Bro. Nick Hoerr is engaged to Sis.

Kristen Fiechter (Bro. Mike and Sis.

Shari) from Indianapolis, IN. We are

happy for you.

We would also like to thank the

HIS Ranch staff members that have

left to go back home. We will defi-

nitely miss Sis. Annelise Hoerr

(Phoenix, AZ), Sis. Ruth Virkler

(Remington, IN) and Bro. Ben

Lindberg (Atlanta, GA).

Wehadtwosisters thatwere inthe

hospital this past month. They were

Sis. Tricia Banwart and Sis. Diane

Sutter. We are thankful they are

back home and doing well.

______________

NEW YORK
CROGHAN-NAUMBURG

Hope Graves
We enjoyed the chance to cele-

brate the recent marriage of Bro. Ja-

cob and Sis. Emily Farney. A home

reception was held here at the

Croghan Fire Hall on Saturday, No-

vember 5. There were many visitors

from away, including Emily’s par-

ents,Bro.CurtandSis.EllenStrahm,

fromSabetha, KS. Itwasablessedop-

portunity for us to meet some of her

family as we welcome her to our con-

gregation. A singing was held that

evening at church and we were

blessed to see the seats so full!

Our prayers went out to Sis. Anna

Mellnitz who was hospitalized this

past month.

As the Thanksgiving season is

again upon us, may we remember to

always have a thankful heart for the

manyblessings inour liveseachday.

Praise God, from whom all blessings

flow.

Praise Him, all creatures here be-

low.

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host.

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.

Hymns of Zion # 95

______________

OHIO, AKRON
Erika Gal

“Fear thou not; for I am with thee:

be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I

will strengthen thee; yea, I will help

thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the

right hand of my righteousness.”

Isaiah 41:10

Our thoughts and prayers have

been with our Sis. Lynell (Bro. Ron)

Palitto during her surgery and hospi-

talization. We are so thankful to have

her smiling face with us again at

church.

Wearealwaysthankful forourvis-

iting ministers. This month we espe-

cially want to thank Bro. Jerry

Bauman (Sis. Martha, Rittman) and

Bro. Ted Luginbuhl (Sis. Stephanie,

Smithville). May God continue to use

these dear brothers in His service.

______________

OHIO, COLUMBUS
Esther Saurer

We have been blessed with a new

addition to our Columbus congrega-

tion! We welcome Dominic Wade

who was born to Bro. Scott and Sis.

Hope Schambach on Friday, October

21. May God continue to bless the

Schambach family as they grow.

We would like to thank our visit-

ing ministers for their service in the

ministry this month: Bro. Tom and

Sis. Connie Schambach (Elgin, IL),

Bro. Ted and Sis. Stephanie

Luginbuhl (Smithville, OH) and Bro.

Chris and Sis. Rachel Laukhuf

(Latty, OH). We appreciate you trav-

eling to our congregation and sharing

God’s love with us.

Our prayers are with Bro. Casey

and Sis. Rachel Banks and their fam-

ilyas theyhavemovedto theAlto,MI,

church. We will miss them in Colum-

bus. Bro.NathanKnochelwill also be

missed here as he has recently moved

to the Austin, TX, area.

______________

OHIO, JUNCTION
Vicki Boroff

Our congregation was blessed to

observe the wedding of Sis. Tami

Manz (Bro. Les and Sis. Karen) to

Bro. Brad Hartzler (Bro. Jeff and Sis.

Bev) of Rittman, on November 13.

We wish them God’s many blessings

as they begin their life together.

That same Sunday, we were addi-

tionally blessed to have several visit-

ing ministers: Bros. Art Ingold (Sis.

Bonnie, Rittman), Gary Sinn (Sis.

Paulette, Latty), and Todd Stoller

(Sis. Pam, Latty). Bros. Fred Domka

(Sis. Connie, Mansfield), and Matt

Manz (Sis. Deanna, Toledo) also

blessed us with their service.

After many faithful years of ser-

vice to our congregation (more than

forty-twoyears!),Bro.BenManz(Sis.

Carolyn)hasdecidedtoretire. Weare

thankful for his service.

We pray for our hospital patients

and those that have need of a healing

hand.

Bro. Ben Manz (Sis. Carolyn) is

pleased to announce that his grand-

daughter, Brittany, and her husband

had a baby boy, Carson Benjamin, on

November 10. On November 20, Sis.

Sue and Bro. Roger Gasser welcomed

a new granddaughter, Mailey Kate,

born to Sis. Mindy and Bro. Caleb

Stoller (Latty).

Bro. Chris and Sis. Erica Manz

welcomed home two very special bun-

dles this month. Twins Jalen Opiyew

and Jordan Uchan Manz, 3 years of

age, arrived home from Ethiopia on

November 17. We look forward to

welcoming them, and hope that all of

the changes aren’t too overwhelming

as they adapt to their new home.

______________
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OHIO, LATTY
Carmen Eisenmann

Mindy Stoller

My soul rejoices to pursue the paths

of truth and love,

Till glory breaks upon my view in

brighter worlds above.

Hymns of Zion #16

We met together this past month

to hear the Memorandum exhorta-

tion given by our Elder Bro. John

Laukhuf (Sis. Marcia) and Elder Bro.

Doug Schock (Sis. Clara, Bloomfield,

IA). We shared a blessed evening and

were so thankful for our Brothers’ ef-

forts.

Visiting ministers this past month

include Bro. Nelson Beer (Sis.

Minnie, Milford, IN), and Bro. Justin

Koch (Sis. Marcia, Washington, IL).

As always, we are so thankful for

their service to us!

Bro. Trent and Sis. Jodi Stoller

welcomed home a little boy, Kolson

Craig, onOctober25. Excitedsiblings

include Abbie, Kyle, Addison, and

Aubrie. Grandparents include Bro.

Craig and Sis. Ruth Stoller. We re-

joice with them and pray for God’s

blessing and guidance as their family

circle grows!

We laid our dear Sis. Elizabeth

Wieland to rest recently. Her chil-

dren include Sis. Diane Gerber. May

the family feel our love and prayers

during this difficult time.

Many of our loved ones have been

hospitalized or undergone surgery

recently for various reasons. Bro.

Tom Grant (Sis. Delores), Sis. Lillian

Schlatter, Sis. Renee Sinn (Bro.

Walt), Dwight Stoller (Sis. Lori), Bro.

Delmar Stoller (Sis. Marguerite), and

Bro.BruceLaukhuf (Sis.Vickie)have

been in our thoughts and prayers. We

pray the Lord will bless, comfort, and

heal them.

______________

OHIO, MANSFIELD
Tami Griffey

With joy, Bro. Curt and Sis. Eliza-

beth Walter are thankful for the safe

arrival of their daughter, Aliya

Helen, who was born October 17. Ex-

cited siblings, Jadon, Raya and

Shiloh,welcomedherhome. Grateful

grandparents include: Elder Bro.

Mark and Sis. Jeannine Masters, and

Bro. Charles and Sis. Karen Walter

(Silverton, OR).

The Memorandum letter reading

was October 29 and Elder Bro. Dan

Kilgus (Sis. Jenna, Remington, IN)

assisted Elder Bro. Mark Masters in

this work. We thank Bro. Dan and his

wife for their labors of love on our be-

half. We thank God for His continued

guidance and direction in our church

and lives. Bro. Matthew Manz (Sis.

Deanna, Toledo, OH) shared God’s

Word with us Sunday.

October 30 was the annual Fall

Outing and our Sunday School stu-

dents gathered together for activities

with their classes followed by a pot-

luck supper and singing for all.

Invite a friend weekend was

hosted November 12-13. A potluck

supper and singing were held at the

Fellowship Hall and we thank all who

participated in the weekend. Visiting

ministers included Bro. Wes Moser

(Sis.Esther,Lester, IA)andBro.Paul

Zimmerman (Sis. Loretta, Forrest,

IL).

Sis. Sue Sauder has our love and

prayers as she recovers after a recent

outpatient surgery.

Our prayers are extended to Sis.

Theresa Keiper (Bro. Phil) whose sis-

ter,LouiseKemp,passedawayonNo-

vember 1.

In closing, a Sunday School

teacher summarizes the Christmas

story using the Sunday School song

titles our children sing: “O, Come All

Ye Faithful” back to that “Silent

Night” long ago. Where “Once in Da-

vid’s Royal City”, “While Shepherds

Watched Their Flocks by Night”, as

“It Came Upon a Midnight Clear”

that “Angels From the Realms of

Glory” sang out “The First Noel”.

While “The Beautiful Star of Bethle-

hem” shone above, the “Angels We

HaveHeardonHigh” told thosesame

shepherds to “Tiptoe Softly to the

Manger” and see “The Babe of Beth-

lehem”. For Jesus was born “Away in

a Manger” because there was “No

Room for the Savior” at the inn. So

“Little Children Can You Tell?” and

“Ring Your Little Christmas Bell” for

“The Birthday of a King” who

brought “Joy to the World” in “The

Story That Never Grows Old.” (by

Sis. Melinda Matuch)

______________

OHIO, RITTMAN
Jenny Rupp

Marge Stoller
Bro. Dan and Sis. Betty Baltic wel-

comed another grandchild into the

family on November 7. Emil and

Angie Baltic (Clearwater, FL) be-

came the parents of little Emma Joy.

Big brother Owen is happy for a sis-

ter. Bro. Eric and Sis. Lisa Gasser,

along with siblings, Caleb, Clara,

Corbin and Calvin, were delighted to

add Carsten Eric to their family on

November 8. Thankful grandparents

are Bro. Jerry and Sis. Ellen Gasser

and Bro. Richard and Sis. Pat

Steiner. November 14 was the birth-

day of Coulter Nicholas born to Nate

and Whitney Sample. Happy and

blessed grandparents are Terry and

Dorothy Sample and Bro. Steve and

Sis. Mary Lynn Stoller. We rejoice

withthesefamilieswithnewbabies.

“Blessed are they that mourn for

they shall be comforted.”

Matthew 5:4

We mourn with the families that

lost loved ones. On October 23, Ruth

Aebi (Gerhart, dec.) passed into eter-

nity. Surviving are a daughter, Pat
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(Dave) Graham, and two grandchil-

dren, Gregory (Gina) Graham and

Shannon (Scott) Darnell.

Robbie Darnell and Laya Marie

Barker, newborn twins of Kelly and

Jacky Barker, died November 6.

Grandparents left to mourn are Greg

and Deborah Blough, Sis. Peggy and

Greg Tieche, and Wilbur and Brenda

Barker.

Then on November 11, Bro. Dale

Everhard went to his eternal rest.

Surviving are his wife, Sis. Margaret,

and his children, Ken (Sarah)

Everhard and Sis. Kathy (Bro. Jeff)

Ryan, and grandchildren, Sis.

Jennifer Ryan and Katie and Joshua

Everhard. Our prayers are with all

those in bereavement that God may

comfort and sustain them in their

hour of need.

Three couples were united in mar-

riage this month. On October23, Bro.

Joel Isch (Bro. Jerry and Sis. Linda,

Philadelphia, PA) and Sis. Laura

Bauman (Bro. Jerry and Sis. Martha)

became husband and wife. November

4 was the wedding day of Brandon

Kipfer (Bro. Jon and Sis. Suzanne)

and Stacey Buchwalter. Then on No-

vember 13, Bro. Brad Hartzler (Bro.

Jeff and Sis. Bev) and Sis. Tami Manz

(Bro. Les and Sis. Karen, Junction)

were wed in Junction, OH. We pray

for God’s guidance and blessings in

their lives.

We are so happy to report that we

have a new convert, Nolan Gasser

(Mary Lou Gasser, mother; and Sis.

Lucy Gasser, grandmother {Bro. Al-

bert, dec.}). May he earnestly con-

tend for the faith.

A major change has come to our

church in Rittman. Our dear Elder

Bro. Merle Hartzler (Sis. Bonnie) is

retiring from the ministry and as our

Elder. Bro. Merle was given duties as

a minister in 1985 and then ordained

Elder of Rittman Church in 1999,

serving our beloved church for 26

years. We are most appreciative of his

humble love of God and the church.

We are also appreciative of his many

faithful labors and sacrifices on be-

halfof thechurch.OnNovember6,an

Appreciation Singing was held at the

Rittman church for Elder Bro. Merle

and Sis. Bonnie and their family. An

estimated1000peopleattended,even

overflowing into the balcony. May

God reward and bless him with peace

and His nearness.

Hospital patients this month in-

clude Bro. Ed (Sis. Marilyn) Trent,

Bro. Lawrence (Sis. Mary, dec.)

Stoller, Bro. Bob Dotterer (Sis.

Mardel), Walter (Betty) Marquart,

Sis. Elverna (Alvin, dec.) Zollinger,

and Sis. Vi (Bro. Mitch) Baltic. We

pray the Lord will heal and

strengtheneachoneasHeseesbest.

Visiting ministers this month

were Bro. Jerry Isch (Philadelphia,

PA), Bro. Mark Rufener (Mansfield,

OH), Elder Bro. Jim Plattner

(Princeville, IL), Elder Bro. Bill

Schlatter (Junction, OH) and Elder

Bro. Kevin Ryan (Rockville, CT). We

oftenliftupourministers inprayer.

______________

OHIO, SMITHVILLE
Lydia Dotterer

Gina Brake
Our prayers are with those who

have lost loved ones recently. Bro.

Dick and Sis. Marie Beery’s sis-

ter-in-law, Ruth Aebi, passed away

on October 23. Sis. Mary Ann

Zollinger (Bro. Dave) lost her

brother,Walt Ritzman, onNovember

1. May each of these families feel

God’s nearness.

We also remember in prayer those

who have spent time in the hospital.

Bro. Gary Maibach (Sis. Mary Ann),

Sis. Sue Steiner (Bro. Mark), Jim

Gasser, Nathan Beery (Bro. Dwaine

and Sis. Shelly) , and Sis. Gail

Riggenbach (Bro. Don) have all been

hospitalized recently. May God be

with each one and their families.

“Repent, and be baptized every

one of you in the name of Jesus Christ

for the remission of sins, and ye shall

receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.”

Acts 2:38

Weweresothankful towitness the

baptisms of four souls on October 30.

We pray for God’s continued grace

upon Bro. Wayne Stoller (Bro. Dan

and Sis. Kim), Bro. Nelson Stoller

(Bro. Scott and Sis. Charlene), Sis.

Bethany Indermuhle (Bro. Brian and

Sis. Bev), and Sis. Marcy Stoller (Bro.

Jeff and Sis. Millie). Assisting on the

pulpit that weekend were Elder Bro.

Ted Steffen (Sis. Sandra, Alto, MI),

Bro. Don Manz (Sis. Connie, Junc-

tion, OH), Bro. Mike Ursu (Sis. Barb,

Kitchener, Ontario), Bro. Don Steidl

(Sis. Nan, Akron, OH), and Bro.

Clark Stoller (Sis. Cindy, Gridley,

IL).

November5 was the reading of the

Memorandum in Smithville. Elder

Bro. Marvin Dotterer (Sis. Nancy,

Forrest, IL) was here to assist with

that work. We pray for God’s guid-

ance for all those who speak His

Word.

WerejoicedwithBro.CraigStoller

(Bro. Ed and Sis. Verla) and Sis.

Lynelle Stoller (Bro. Scott and Sis.

Charlene) as their engagement was

announced on November 13. May

God bless this couple as they prepare

for marriage.

______________

OHIO, TOLEDO
Teresa Rywalski

Deanna Manz

“Preach the word; be instant in

season, out of season, reprove, re-

buke, exhort with all longsuffering

and doctrine.”

II Timothy 4:2

We wish to thank Bro. Randy Gas-

ser (Sis. Sue, Detroit) and Elder Bro.

Bill Schlatter (Sis. Emmy, Junction)
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for preaching the Word of God to us

this month. How grateful we are for

their willingness to be used in God’s

service.

We are thankful for the safe ar-

rival of another precious baby!

First-time parents, Bro. Ben and Sis.

Sarah Harmon, welcomed Elijah

Daniel on October 28. Elijah’s grand-

parents are Bro. Doug and Sis. Lanna

Harmon, and Abraham and Sarah

Nolen.

______________

OREGON, PORTLAND
Rebekah Jones

We were privileged this month to

have the Word shared with us from

visiting ministering Bro. Todd

Zollinger (Sis. Michelle, Silverton,

OR). Elder Bro. John Wiegand (Sis.

Jane) also shared the Lord’s message

with us, as well as the Communion

exhortation. Wewereremindedto ex-

amine ourselves and prepare our

hearts for the upcoming Commu-

nion. May we always be ready to take

part in the Lord’s suffering.

______________

OREGON, SILVERTON
Kris Luthi
Deb Roth

“And He took bread, and gave

thanks, and brake it, and gave unto

them, saying, This is my body which

is given for you: this do in remem-

brance of me.”

St. Luke 22:19

Elder Bro. Randy Kellenberger

(Sis. Karen, Kansas City, MO) as-

sisted our Elder Bro. John Wiegand

in the giving of Holy Communion this

month. We thank Bro. Randy and his

wife for spending the weekend with

us and joining us for this special occa-

sion. It is good to pause and examine

our spiritual life in preparation for

this time, and to then be able to par-

take in what the Lord has provided

for us.

“…for whither thou goest, I will

go; and where thou lodgest, I will

lodge: thy people shall be my people,

and thy God my God:”

Ruth 1:16

Sis. Betsy Dettwyler (Bro. Loren

and Sis. Marlene) and Bro. David

Virkler from LaCrosse, IN (Bro. Den-

nis and Sis. Gayle, Congerville, IL)

were joined in holy matrimony onNo-

vember6. ElderBro.CurtFrank(Sis.

Lyla, LaCrosse) was here to assist in

the marriage ceremony, and we en-

joyed many other visitors from across

the land. While we will miss Sis.

Betsy as she makes her new home in

Indiana, we look forward to her visits

in the future. We wish them the

Lord’s richest blessings as they begin

their life together.

Two families have been blessed

with little ones in their homes. Bro.

Jesse and Sis. Kelsey Walder wel-

come Ky Joshua. Ky’s excited sib-

lings are Stephen, Stephanie and

Kenton. Grandparents are Bro.

Terry and Sis. Ann Kuenzi and Bro.

Dennis and Sis. Sharon Walder

(Cissna Park, IL). Heidi, Caleb, Na-

than and Meredith Dettwyler are

happy to welcome home Matthew

Loren. Bro. Kevin and Sis. Jil l

Dettwyler are Matthew’s parents,

and grandparents are Bro. Loren and

Sis. Marlene Dettwyler and Bro. Jim

and Sis. Joan Dietrich. We wish both

of these families the grace and wis-

dom of the Lord as they raise their

families to know and serve Him.

Sis. Kellie Kuenzi (Bro. Monte)

was a surgical patient this month,

and Bro. Rich Kuenzi (Sis. RosaLee)

is experiencing some health con-

cerns. We lift them up in prayer that

the Lord will restore health and they

will be feeling better again.

______________

PENNSYLVANIA
PHILADELPHIA

“Endeavouring to keep the unity

of the Spirit in the bond of peace”

Ephesians 4:3

WewereblessedtohaveElderBro.

Paul Messner (Sis. Jan) with us this

month to help our Elder Bro. Ben

Wiegand read the Memorandum.

There were many sound and princi-

pled instructions for us as God’s chil-

dren that will show the Father how

much we love Him by keeping His

commandments. Wehavebeencalled

to a more excellent way, and are

thankful for the kind and loving ex-

amples that were shared with us.

May God bless these brothers as they

labor on the walls of Zion.

We are thankful that Bro. Jamin

and Sis. Lauren Steffen’s twin boys

(Reuben and Eli) are doing better af-

ter a time in the hospital due to viral

infections. We are reminded to be

grateful for each day that the Lord

blesses us with - and for the many

prayers that are offered on behalf of

those in need.

______________

TENNESSEE, NASHVILLE
Mike and Monica Fritz

We have been strengthened by

God’s Living Word, shared to us so

ably by our recent visiting minister-

ing brothers: Bros. Chad Gerber (Sis.

Jame; Bluffton, IN), Tom Troxel (Sis.

LuAnn; LaCrosse, IN), and Tony

Manz (Sis. Denise; Junction, OH),

and Elder Bro. Lynn Stieglitz (Sis.

Leonda; Leo, IN). We have also ap-

preciated the fellowship of brethren

and friends visiting from Bluffton,

Francesville, LaCrosse, and Leo, IN;

and Junction, OH.

Bro. Don and Sis. Faye Sauder

have headed south to Zapata, TX, for

the winter. We trust that the Lord

will be with them, and all the breth-

ren there.
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If you are traveling to or through

the Nashville area, please plan to

worship with us. The following

churchesarescheduled forservices in

the near future: Latty, OH (12/18);

Indianapolis, IN (1/8); Francesville,

IN (1/15); Sardis, OH (1/22); and Tuc-

son, AZ (1/29). We do not have a visit-

ing minister scheduled for 12/25 or

1/1/12, but if there are local brethren

in the area, we will plan to meet to lis-

ten to a tape or call-in service. If you

plan to worship with us, please call

ahead to confirm our schedule. Often

we gather on Saturday evenings for

fellowship, and all are heartily wel-

come. Also, we typically meet on

Wednesday evenings at 7:15 p.m. for

call-in services and would welcome

any midweek visitors. Contacts are

Bro. Mike and Sis. Monica Fritz,

(615) 866-5543(fritzmb.fam-

ily@gmail.com); and Sis. Gwen

Leuthold, (615) 356-5755.

______________

TEXAS, AUSTIN
Serenity and Jasmine Ringger

“And the Lord turned the captiv-

ity of Job, when he prayed for his

friends: also the Lord gave Job twice

as much as he had before.”

Job 42:10

In a recent exhortation the minis-

ter shared this thought about Job.

When Job prayed for his friends, he

received a blessing. Even though he

was praying for someone else, the

Lord blessed him.

When we pray for someone, we

don’t expect something good to hap-

pen to ourselves, but to the person we

are praying for. But if the Lord

blesses us when we pray for someone

or something else, we shouldn’t be

looking for material blessings, but

spiritual. What a blessing to have a

double portion of grace!

Ministers who came to preach the

Word were: Elder Bros. Peter

Petrovic (Sis. Marian, San Diego CA)

and Duane Rocke (Sis. Bonnie, Min-

neapolis, MN), and Bros. Leland

Plattner, Joe Gerst (Sis. Connie,

Iowa City, IA), Ken Wuethrich (Sis.

Lyn, Indianapolis, IN), and Trent

Meiss (Sis. Lucy, Eureka, IL). We

also had visitors from Forrest, IL;

Bluffton North, IN; Columbus, OH;

Rittman, OH; West Bend, IA; and

Lester, IA.

The following is the minister

schedule for January: (8) Milford,

IN; (15) Altadena, CA; (22) Morris,

MN; (29) Phoenix, AZ.

Please refer to the minister’s di-

rectory for directions and contacts.

______________

TEXAS, McALLEN
Gloria Walder

Recent remindersof how God was

working behind the scenes in Bible

times and He still can do so in our

lives were among the many good

teachings we have received through

the Holy Spirit in our visiting minis-

ters. We sincerely thank Bro. Wayne

Leman(Sis. Julie, Roanoke, IL),Bro.

Dan Stoller (Sis. Deb, Remington,

IN), Bro. Paul Schmidgall (Sis.

Shawn, Morris, MN), Bro. Steve

Frauhiger (Sis. Irene, Bluffton

North), Bro. Brad Strahm (Sis.

Michelle, Bern, KS), Bro. Troy Leyse

(Sis. Kelly, Bluffton, IN), Bro. War-

ren Zahner (Sis. Bonnie, Rockville,

CT), and Bro. Jeff Bahler (Sis. Heidi,

Wolcott, IN).

Other visitors from Morris and

Bluffton added to the blessings of

our gatherings.

Services are scheduled for De-

cember 18 – Fairbury, IL; January

15 – Peoria, IL; January 22 –

Remington, IN; January 29 – Brad-

ford, IL; February 5 – Winthrop,

MN; February 12 - West Bend, IA.

We also meet on Wednesday eve-

nings at the home of Bro. Lloyd and

Sis. Joyce Nohl. Please call them if

you can join us.

Sunday services are held at 10:30

and 12:30 at the Holiday Inn Express,

1921 South 10th St. Take the 10th

Street exit off Expressway 83 and go

1½blockssouth. Pleaseseetheminis-

ters’ directory for local contact infor-

mation. We are small in number and

welcome anyone spending time in

south Texas to worship with us. We

appreciate advance notice when pos-

sible to help us plan for meals and fel-

lowship.

______________

TEXAS, ZAPATA
Mary Plattner

Our love and prayers go to Leo and

Sis. Hedy Ormesher (Mansfield) in

the passing of their daughter, Chris-

tina Naething of Kansas City.

Bro. Gary Domnick (Morris) has

been a hospital patient this month.

We have witnessed God’s healing

hands as Bro. Gary is recovering.

Thanksgiving services were held

followed by a dinner at church. Our

midweekserviceshave started and we

will have Wednesday evening services

at 7 p.m. throughout the winter

months.

We are thankful for those who

have traveled south for the winter

months . Anyone coming to South

Texas is most welcome to spend some

time in Zapata and worship with us.

______________

VERMONT, CLARENDON

Nathan and Miriam Reutter

“And let the peace of God rule in

your hearts, to the which also ye are

called in one body; and be ye thank-

ful.”

Colossians 3:15

We have been reminded this past

week of the many reasons we have to

be thankful. As we celebrate

Thanksgiving, let’s encourage each

other to a greater level of daily thank-

fulness for the abundant blessing we
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Pre-School Teacher Needed

The Apostolic Christian Preschool has an immediate opening for a teacher directed of the Lord, with a
degree and/or experience in Elementary or Early Childhood Education. It is a wonderful experience to
teach children about the Lord in a loving, Christian environment. If you feel the call and want to find out
more please contact:

Bro. Mike Moore (256) 729-0620 (256) 777-3390

Email: ALM38@aol.com

enjoy!

Our visiting ministers this month

were: Bro. Duane (Sis. Kay) Reutter,

Bro. Dan (Sis. Diane) Stoller, and

Bro. Warren (Sis. Bonnie) Zahner, all

of Rockville, CT. May God’s blessing

rest upon each of these dear Brothers

and their wives for their continual

service of ministering here in Ver-

mont.

If you are interested in fellow-

shipping with us here in Vermont,

and would like information about

service times and dates, please con-

tactBro.ChadandSis.JennyVirkler

(802-293-2724). We treasure the fel-

lowship of brethren and would wel-

come any visitors. Please contact us

if you are planning on traveling in

our area and would like to worship

together.

Service times are as follows:

Mid-week services

(Please contact local brethren)

Sunday Morning Service

10:10 AM

(Sunday school held concurrently)

Sunday Afternoon Service

12:15 PM

Secretary Position Available

Gateway Woods is excited to announce an opening for a Secretary. Qualifications include
a good organizational skills and knowledge of proper telephone system techniques and eti-
quette, have a good understanding of word processing, spreadsheets, database maintenance, etc. This

position offers competitive wages and generous benefits and a close relationship with brothers and

sisters whose hearts and lives are dedicated to a common mission with an eternal reward. Please ask
the Lord if this is the position He has in mind for you. For more information please contact one of the
brothers listed below.

Jeff Schumacher Lynn Stieglitz
Executive Director Counseling Elder
PO Box 151 15417 Doty Rd.
Leo, IN 46765 New Haven, IN 46774
1-888-443-4283 260-657-1033
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the carrying away into Babylon are
fourteen generations; and from the
carrying away into Babylon unto
Christ are fourteen generations.”
St. Matthew 1:17. I was talking
with a brother in church; from the
time of Jesus until now has been
perhaps two thousand and some
years. How many generations is
that? We were thinking about it a
minute and we thought it has to be
less than a hundred generations. If
you take fourteen times three it is
forty two generations here in this
time. But God’s people were here
in the time of Christ, the early
church was born, believers started
living out their life, their service to-
wards God, and then that was
passed down from generation to
generation. To this day, we still fol-
low the same Scriptures, we still let
God talk to us, lead our lives. Are
we passing that down to the next
generation coming after us? How
do we pass that down? What are
we passing down? Guess it is a
thought that each one of us needs
to have from time to time. We need
to worry about ourselves first, I
guess, our service to God. But as
we do that then the generations fol-
lowing us will learn and see our ex-
amples as well.

We think about the different
people in this story we read. “. . . as
his mother Mary was espoused to
Joseph, before they came together,
she was found with child,. . .”v.18.
We think about that today, how
many of us as young men, if our
fiancée would be pregnant, and it
wasn’t our child, we would be up-
set. But Joseph was given a dream,
and the angel said “. . . fear not to
take unto thee Mary thy wife; for
that which is conceived in her is of
the Holy Ghost.” v.20, and Joseph
believed God.

How often as different occur-
rences happen in our lives, do we
have the faith to believe that God is
leading and God is the one that
takes us through these different

things, whatever it would be? Ev-
ery situation in life is different; ev-
erybody’s life is a little bit different.
But whatever situation we face, do
we really have the faith to believe
that, if we are following in the foot-
steps that God wants us, this is
supposed to be for our lives? Or do
we fight it, do we challenge it, do we
wrestle with God? Do we try to go
against what He wants us to do? I
was just thinking of the story of
Balaam and Balak, and how the
donkey spoke to Balaam. He was-
n’t listening to God, and finally God
had to get his attention (Numbers
22:28-30). There are different
places in the Bible that we can read
about that. Are we listening to
God, are we following Him, or are
we trying to go our own way?

Then the angel went on to say,
“And she shall bring forth a son,
and thou shalt call his name JE-
SUS: for he shall save his people
from their sins.” St. Matthew 1:21.
This is the promise, this is the op-
portunity that we have. This little
baby that was going to be born - at
this time he was not born yet - it
was prophesied and it was told to
Joseph and Mary, He is going to
save the people from their sins. To-
day, do we believe that? Many of us
were raised in a church family - not
everybody – but many of us were
brought to church as babies in our
parents arms. We were taught at
home, from before we can even re-
member, about the Christmas
story, about Jesus and about the
Easter story. It has just always
been there, it’s always something
we have known, that Jesus was
born to save us from our sins. What
about people that are not exposed
to the Word of God, not exposed to
Jesus at a young age? Maybe they
are a grown up and some preacher
comes to town and teaches them, or
they first hear about it when they
are an adult. They have the oppor-
tunity to decide right there on the
spot. We that grow up in a God
fearing home, we are constantly ex-
posed to God. Our parents read the

Bible every day perhaps, to us. It is
not something new that we all of a
sudden are exposed to. But as God
moves our heart, as God teaches
us, as we get older, as we come to
the age of accountability, we come
to know Jesus. We have been
taught that the purpose of Jesus
coming was to save us from our
sins. But then, one day, by God’s
miraculous work, all of a sudden
we come to realize God came to
save ME from my sin. That time of
accountability, all of a sudden we
realize that this is not about every-
body else, it ’s about us
individually. Jesus came to save
me from my sin.

Then the next promise, “. . .
and they shall call his name Em-
manuel, which being interpreted
is, God with us.” v.23. How do you
take that? Do you take that to
mean that God is with the people
that are ministers of the church, or
the elder of the church, or our par-
ents? When we come to that time of
accountability, and if we can turn
our heart over to God, then we real-
ize that God is with us individually.
We have the opportunity that God
can be near unto me, near unto you,
personally. So then what do we do
with that? Do we allow that
thought, that knowledge, to spring
forth and bring us fruit in our life?
Even as you plant a seed in the field
in the right time of year - if you
planted a seed in the field today, it
wouldn’t do much, would it, for sev-
eral months - but when the condi-
tions are right, when the time is
right, you plant that seed in the
field. In the spring time when the
soil is just right and moisture is
just right, then it can bring forth
and the plant can grow. It can be
quickened, it can be made alive,
and a new plant springs up. So God
is with us. Let’s let that come up in
our lives and help us to be a
spiritual creature.

“Then Joseph being raised
from sleep did as the angel of the

Sermon continued from page 2

Sermon continued on page 42
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Lord had bidden him, and took
unto him his wife: And knew her
not till she had brought forth her
firstborn son: and called his name
JESUS.” v.24-25. So they did as
the angels had commanded them;
they named him Jesus.

One other thought here, about
the wise men; they had that desire
to go search out this new child that
was born, this new King of the
Jews. They came to Herod and
they were diligently seeking him.
How diligently do we seek after
God or after God’s presence? It
wasn’t just handed to them on a
golden platter, the wise men. They
were studying, they were praying
to God, they saw the star and they
followed the star. “When they saw
the star, they rejoiced with exceed-
ing great joy.” St. Matthew 2:10.
Are there times when we feel God
is leading in our lives? We’re pray-
ing and praying about a situation,
we are trying to understand how to
handle this situation or that situa-
tion. Finally we feel God’s leading,
God’s prompting, and we are
thankful for that and we rejoice.

“And when they were come
into the house, (so this was a little
while if they were no longer at the
stable, but at the house) they saw
the young child with Mary his
mother and fell down, and wor-
shipped him: and when they had
opened their treasures, they pre-
sented unto him gifts; gold, and
frankincense, and myrrh.” v.11.
Even as we sang in Oh, Come All
Ye Faithful, come let us adore Him
(Hymns of Zion #40); this thought
of bringing a gift, what do we bring
unto God? What is it in our time,
what do we adore? Do we adore the
right thing? Do we really adore
God, do we really adore Jesus and

are we bringing Him gifts? What is
the gift we are bringing Him?
What are we doing with our life?

Just a thought, God wants to
dwell in our hearts. He wants to
dwell right in the center of our be-
ing. He wants us to love Him more
than anything else in the world. As
we bring Him our heart, as we give
Him that love, that’s what we can
bring God. Here the wise men
brought gold, frankincense and
myrrh. That’s good, they brought
what they could. Today, we as peo-
ple, even as a parent wants the love
of their child, God wants our love
towards Him. He is not satisfied to
be in second place in our life. He’s
not satisfied if we love this other
thing, whatever it would be, more
than we love Him. He wants our
whole heart, our whole mind, our
whole strength. He wants us to
love Him more than anything else.
If we do that, then we are going to
be listening to His spirit as He
leads and guides us. We are going
to be like Joseph and Mary. We are
going to have those opportunities
where God does speak to us. He’ll
help us to understand the places
we need to go and the decisions we
need to make, even as Joseph and
Mary had to go to Egypt because
Herod was going to become wrath-
ful. He was going to destroy all the
children in the land of Bethlehem.
God wanted to protect Jesus, so He
needed to get Him out of there. So
Joseph and Mary listened to God
and were moved to pick up and go
to a different country. Then, after a
while, they came back.

I’m thinking that, “My Lord an
offering do I bring, my heart I give
to thee” (The Covenant of Grace,
Zion’s Harp #163) that’s what we
can give to God; we can give our
heart to God. We can give Him ev-

erything we have about us; the
abilities of our use, the talents of
our use, whatever God gives us, we
can give unto God. That’s what He
wants. He wants our love, He
wants our heart. That’s what we
can give to God.

So in this Christmas day, let us
remember that it is the story of Je-
sus. Jesus did come to save His
people from their sins. Jesus came
to be with us; God with us. And
then, what are we going to do with
that? Do we understand that to be
a personal message to us, individu-
ally? It is for us. It’s for me He
came. God can be with us. Then
how do we let that shape and mold
our lives? Are we a good disciple for
our Lord and Savior Jesus? Are we
being a good child of God? Are we
listening to where God leads us,
guides us and directs us, even as
Joseph and Mary did? This is how
we can come and adore our King,
this is how we show forth praise to
Him. In the end, what is our goal?
Our goal is to be in heaven with Je-
sus. Again, Jesus is sitting on the
right hand of God. To be there with
Jesus and God, that’s our goal.

We pray that each one of you
would have a blessed day today.
Even though we are with our fam-
ily and our friends, it’s a time of ac-
quaintances. We can renew our old
ties; we can see how each other is
doing. See how the year went, per-
haps if we don’t get to see each
other very often. Let’s remember
that it’s more than just the food we
eat. It’s our relationship with other
people. Christmas time is a story
about our Lord and Savior Jesus
and how He came here. He wants
to help us so that we can have peace
in our hearts. We can have that
hope of life eternal in Heaven.

Sermon continued from page 41
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Director of Culinary Services

Apostolic Christian Skylines is looking for a professional who is highly motivated
and interested in creating a superior restaurant dining experience for the elderly of
our long term care community. An individual with hotel or restaurant culinary skills
is preferred. Responsibilities would include:

�Plan, organize and supervise daily operations.
�Direct and coordinate the work production for our kitchen, dining room and café.
�Maintain proper production, safety and sanitation standards.
�Direct and participate in the daily preparation of standard and gourmet food items.
�Maintain proper inventory controls for food, supplies and equipment.
�Control revenue and expenses to ensure financial goals.
�Have a passion for customer relations and creating a superior dining experience for

the elderly.

We offer very competitive wages and benefits. This is an excellent opportunity to
make a profound difference in the lives of the elderly within a ministry of the Apostolic
Christian Church.

Please contact Matt Feucht at 309-683-2512 if you are interested.

Administrative Assistant Position Available

Gateway Woods is excited to announce an opening for an Administrative Assis-
tant. Qualifications include a good organizational skills and efficiency with general
office machines such as computers, copy machines, etc. This position offers competi-

tive wages and generous benefits and a close relationship with brothers and sisters whose

hearts and lives are dedicated to a common mission with an eternal reward. Please ask the
Lord if this is the position He has in mind for you. For more information please contact one of
the brothers listed below.

Jeff Schumacher Lynn Stieglitz
Executive Director Counseling Elder
PO Box 151 15417 Doty Rd.
Leo, IN 46765 New Haven, IN 46774
1-888-443-4283 260-657-1033
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(referencing “Boundaries”
by John Townsend & Henry Cloud)

Biblical examples: Adam and Eve.
Boundaries in our lives are necessary,

and the Bible is full of boundary examples
of every kind along with the consequences
of either respecting or disrespecting them.
Perhaps the first examples in Scripture of
boundaries are physical ones: God’s sepa-
ration of darkness and light, land and sea
(Genesis 1:3-7). However, we soon read of
more boundaries and the consequences of
not respecting them. We don’t read of any
physical boundaries around the Garden of
Eden except for the bordering rivers (Gen-
esis 2:10-14). Adam and Eve knew their
home and were free to move about as they
pleased. The only restriction was not to
partake of the fruit of a certain tree (Gene-
sis 2:17). We find Satan trying to manipu-
late Eve, and because her boundaries were
not strong enough, she conceded and ate
of the forbidden fruit. She didn’t respect
Adam’s boundaries either and offered him
some fruit which he ate, violating his own
boundaries (Genesis 3:1-7). Of course,
they reacted in shame and tried to hide
from God (Genesis 3:9). Not only did their
behavior violate God’s boundary and cost
them dearly, but their sin nature was
passed on to all generations.

Young man in Proverbs 7.
We find more violated boundaries in

the account of the young man in Proverbs
7 who is described as being simple and
without judgment. He is tempted to spend
the evening with a woman whose husband
has left for a time. Because he has placed
no boundaries upon his impulses and de-
sires, he fails to see the consequences of his
sinful behavior and is caught like a bird in a
snare. The woman didn’t respect the
young man’s boundaries and was a ma-
nipulator to get what she wanted. She also
didn’t respect her marriage boundaries
and was interested only in serving her own
desires.

Joseph.
An excellent example of someone es-

tablishing and maintaining his own bound-
aries as well as respecting the boundaries
of others is the account of Joseph in Gene-
sis 37-47. Although his brothers seriously
violated his boundaries when they sold
him into slavery, Joseph had faith and re-

spect for God’s boundaries and accepted
God’s will in his life. He also maintained
his personal boundaries in various situa-
tions throughout his life, such as when
Potiphar’s wife tried to coerce him into sin-
ful behavior, while spending years in
prison for a crime he didn’t commit, his in-
teractions with Pharaoh, and how he
treated his brothers.

The Good Samaritan.
The account of the Good Samaritan in

Luke 10 illustrates how healthy boundaries
can be employed in our lives. The priest
and Levite that passed by the injured man
were exercising rigid boundaries because
of their position and/or a misapplication of
God’s Word. Maybe they had urgent busi-
ness and feared becoming unclean by
touching someone wounded and possibly
dead, which would have required them to
undergo a lengthy cleansing ritual. This
kept them from offering love and assis-
tance to one in need. The Samaritan was
also a busy man going about his day, but
he opened the gate of his time boundary to
offer assistance. He put the injured man
on his donkey, opening yet another per-
sonal property boundary in an appropriate
way. When he brought the man to the inn,
however, he didn’t stay there. The Bible
doesn’t record their conversations, but we
can imagine that the injured man could
have been reluctant to see his benefactor
leave. However, the Good Samaritan ex-
ercised his own boundaries and after hav-
ing done what he could, he went on his
way with the promise that any additional
expenses would be covered at a later time.
He established a boundary. Suppose the
injured man had asked him to stay, and the
Samaritan had relented and stayed for a
week. He would have been guilty of not re-
specting his own boundaries and his need
to get on with his journey by allowing the
injured man to infringe upon his resources.
This would also be an example of the in-
jured man not being respectful of his bene-
factor’s boundaries, taking advantage of
the Good Samaritan’s benevolence, and
maybe even sending him on a guilt trip to
make him stay. Helping the injured man
too much may have limited his ability to
fully heal and to bear his own burden as
much as possible.

Setting limits.
We may not always think of the limits

that we set as boundaries, and some of the

terminology may be new to us, but we can
understand the concepts of taking control of
our behaviors and attitudes and bringing
them into compliance with the Word of
God. A list of appropriate boundaries is
found in the Ten Commandments. The
Sermon on the Mount is also filled with di-
rectives on how to establish biblical bound-
aries in our lives and in our relationships
with others. God expects us to help others,
to develop and maintain healthy relation-
ships, and to grow in spiritual maturity.

2 Peter 3:8 “But grow in grace, and in the
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus
Christ.”

Boundary laws.
The “Boundaries” book identifies ten

boundary laws. Some of them may seem
like simple common sense and yet these
concepts are powerful and very significant
in establishing and maintaining healthy
boundaries.

The Law of Sowing and Reaping – we
will reap what we sow.

The Law of Responsibility – each is re-
sponsible for himself or herself.

The Law of Power – by God’s grace we
have the power to change ourselves but not
others.

The Law of Respect – we accept the
boundaries of others.

The Law of Motivation – first we are to
seek our own freedom from personal fears,
and then we are to serve others.

The Law of Evaluation – accept that our
boundaries may cause pain to others.

The Law of Proactivity – for every action
there is an equal and opposite reaction, but
proactive people make their decisions
ahead of events instead of reacting to
events.

The Law of Envy – defines that which we
don’t have as “good” and that which we
have as “not good,” and it is a sign that we
are lacking something and need to take ac-
tion to change the situation.

The Law of Activity – boundaries can
only be created by asking, seeking, and
knocking.

The Law of Exposure – boundaries need
to be communicated openly.

Next month: We will explore the resis-
tance to boundaries as well as the need for
self-examination and personal application
in the conclusion of this four-part series.

Healthy Boundaries - Part 3
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Important Notice to Americans
Crossing the Canadian Border by Land.

All adults will need just one of the following documents:

1. Regular U.S. Passport
2. U.S. Passport Card
3. Enhanced Driver’s License
4. any Trusted Traveler Program (ex Nexus card)

U.S citizens under the age of 16, or under the age of 19 if travelling with a
school, religious, or other youth group, may present a birth certificate, Consular
Report of Birth Abroad, or a naturalization certificate. Birth certificates can be
original, photocopy, or certified copy.

Anyone interested in receiving a printed sermon, please send
info to:

Printed Sermons
102 Lake View Drive
Fairbury, IL 61739

(815) 692-3616
printedsermons@gmail.com

- USED BIBLE, BIBLE STORY BOOK, AND

SONG BOOK DISTRIBUTION -

We currently have outlets for Bibles, Bible Story Books, Hymns of Zion, Gospel
Hymns, and Tabernacles. There is presently no outlet for Zions Harps.

The cost of sending books airmail to foreign countries is greater than what new books
could be purchased for. We are currently working with organizations (such as Christian
Aid Ministries) that send materials to foreign countries by sea container which is a more
reasonable price. Some of the books are also used by U.S. churches and missions. Thank
you to all who have provided books and those who help repair them.

Jerry and Arlene Banwart, 307 First St, Congerville, IL 61729
(309) 265-0857

Light From The Word
now available by downloadable PDF from the

Apostolic Christian Publication web site
www.acpublications.org

After entering the web site, click on the item located in the left hand

frame entitled, "Light from the Word Reprints". The entire set of editori-

als are available in a complete download (June 1987 through December

2011).

BIBLE

DISTRIBUTION

Sharing The Word In Love

"Where there is no vision,
the people perish:

but he that keepeth the law,
happy is he."

Proverbs 29:18

All books, including Bibles, in Eng-

lish and other languages, plus Bible

Story Books which have been ap-

proved by the Apostolic Christian Mis-

sion Committee, are available for

those who wish to distribute them in

the name of Jesus Christ.

The book inventory is computer-

ized, and the personnel at Bluffton

can drop ship to nearly any address.

To order, contact,

Apostolic Christian Church

Bible Distribution
PO Box 30

1254 S. Main Street
Bluffton, IN 46714

Phone and Fax 260/824-5587

E-mail: bibledist@adamswells.com

Rochester, MN
Services

Times:
7:30 - 3rd Wednesday of the month

Location:
819 15th St. NW
Rochester MN, 55902
(within a few blocks
of the Mayo campus)

Contacts:
Bro. Jim and Sis Deb Tilbury
(507)281-2875.

Any that are in the area are wel-
come and encouraged to worship with
us.
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Interested in Houseparenting?

Houseparenting at Gateway Woods offers an opportunity for a couple, directed of the Lord, to come to work in a

full-time on goingministry at GatewayWoods. Due to a change in staff, we have a need for anAlternateHouseparent

couple. This position offers competitive wages and generous benefits and a close relationship with brothers and sis-

ters whose hearts and lives are dedicated to a commonmissionwith an eternal reward. If you feel the call to explore this possibility,

please call one of the brothers listed below.

Ed Graf Lynn Stieglitz

Residential Program Director Counseling Elder

PO Box 151 15417 Doty Rd.

Leo, IN 46765 New Haven, IN 46774

1-888-443-4283 260-657-1033

ed.graf@gatewaywoods.org

"We have always considered our position a ministry for our entire family not just a job for us. Relationships built
during this time can last for a lifetime.” - Bro. Jason & Sis. Joy Kilgus, Houseparents

         To sponsor a child

www.acworldrelief.org

To sponsor a student fill out this form 
and send to the office. A student will 
be assigned to you and you will be sent 
further information.
Name _________________________
           Mr.   Mrs.   Miss

Spouse ________________________
Address _______________________
City ____________St ___ Zip _____
Home Ph ______________________
Cell Ph ________________________
Email _________________________

Please check preference:    
 Haiti         Guatemala
 Mexico     Jamaica
 Wherever needed

If possible I would prefer:   
 Boy -  Age ______
 Girl -  Age ______
 No Preference

Cost: $25.00/month
For details:  www.acworldrelief.org

Send to:  
ACWR Child Sponsorship 
PO Box 36
Morton, IL 61550
Phone:  309-266-6080
Fax: 309-266-5281 
E-mail: childsponsorship@acwr.org

Give a Child Hope
Child Sponsorships
Those in the child sponsorship pro-

gram have several things in com-
mon. They are very poor, desire to learn 
and they have an undying soul.  

The goal of this 
program is to 
provide an edu-
cation to help 
these children 

learn life skills to improve their stan-
dard of living, and also to provide 
spiritual training to address the true 
need...the need for a knowledge of 
and a personal relationship with God 
through Jesus Christ. 

And all thy children shall be taught of 
the Lord; and great shall be the peace 
of thy children. Isaiah 54:13
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CARIBBEAN BOARD PROJECTS - 2012
All volunteers should contact the project coordinator. Should you not be able to contact the coordinator, for Haiti direct your

inquiry to Bro. Rich Bertschi, Ph. 309-467-6110, E-mail lemangm@mtco.com.

HAITI
Data updated from the Apostolic Christian World Relief web site as of December 9

th
, 2011 -www.acworldrelief.org/work-teams-caribbean/

Project Year 2012 Coordinator Capacity

Dumay Jan 10-17 Jim Koehl 12

Lifeline 309-377-3201

Construction jmkoehl@yahoo.com

Puits Sales Jan 16-24 John Aberle 12

Palm Grove 785-459-2423

Construction jraberle@hotmail.com

Dumay Jan 17-24 Jim Koehl 12

Lifeline 309-377-3740

Constuction jmkoehl@yahoo.com

Les Cayes Jan 20-27 Rick Wuethrich 12

FRW 219-567-9488

Simone Orphanage rick@wuethrichfarms.com

Dumay Jan 24-31 Jim Koehl 12

Lifeline 309-377-3740

Construction jmkoehl@yahoo.com

Les Cayes Jan 27-Feb 3 Rod Wieland 12

MEBSH 989-671-0404

Construction rhwieland@speednetllc.com

Les Cayes Feb 3-10 Dale Frank 12

SEED 319-766-3661

Agricultural Aid dtfrank@louisacomm.net

Les Cayes Mar 2-9 Rodney Menold 12

MEBSH

Construction rminpeoria@hotmail.com

Puits Sales Mar 5-13 John Aberle 12

Palm Grove 785-459-2423

Construction jraberle@hotmail.com

Les Cayes Mar 9-16 Jon Zeller 12

MEBSH 309-266-9009

Maintenance jzeller@mtco.com

Les Cayes Mar 9-16 Rick Wuethrich 4

FRW 219-567-9488

Vocational School rick@wuethrichfarms.com

Les Cayes Mar 16-23 Rich Bertschi 12

MEBSH 309-467-2351

Construction lemangm@mtco.com

Les Cayes Mar 23-30 Larry Kaufmann 12

SEED 815-716-6018

Agricultural Aid ljkaufmann@juno.com

Les Cayes Apr 6-13 Maurice Schaefer 4

AWA 309-925-3740

Water Aid schaefs2@gmail.com

Les Cayes Apr 13-16 Rich Bertschi WR-CC

MEBSH 309-467-2351

Haiti Support lemangm@mtco.com

Les Cayes Jun 8-15 Rick Wuethrich 4

FRW 219-567-9488

Vocational School rick@wuethrichfarms.com

JAMAICA
Data updated from the Apostolic Christian World Relief web site as of December 9

th
, 2011 -www.acworldrelief.org/work-teams-caribbean/

Project Year 2012 Coordinator Capacity

Kingston School Jan. 7-14 Roger Stoller 40

CCCD 309-747-3228

rstoller@gridcom.net

Knockpatrick Schl Jun 6-9 Keith Herrmann Princeville

CCCD 309-639-4349 SS

krgreetings@winco.net

Montego Bay School Mar 31-Apr 7 Tim Wiegand Leo SS

CCCD 260-627-8019

twiegand@blackhawkchristian.org

Jamaica Deaf Village Jun 8-16 Ted Hirstein 40

CCCD 309-266-8769

hirstein@mtco.com

Haiti and Jamaica Work Team Code Definitions

CCCD=Caribbean Christian Center for the Deaf

MEBSH = Missions of Evangelical Baptists of South Haiti

Palm Grove = Mission of Haiti

S.E.E.D. = An Agricultural School & Extension Service

TBA = To Be Announced

Palm Grove = Mission of Haiti

A.W.A. - B.= Apostolic Water Aid/Bluffton

A.W.A. - FRW = Apostolic Water Aid/Francesville, Remington,

Wolcott

A.W.A. - T = Apostolic Water Aid/Tremont

(*) = Changes or additions since last issue

(**) = Spring Break Timeframe
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MEXICO
If anyone is interested in leading a team to Mexico, contact Bro. Mike Fiechter at 260-597-7330 or mfiechter@onlyinternet.net

Data updated from the Apostolic Christian World Relief web site as of December 9
th
, 2011 -www.acworldrelief.org/work-teams-mexico/

Location Year 2012 Coordinator

Magdalena Feb 11-18 Jon Blomgren

Construction 712-470-0173

jtb@alliancecom.net

Magdalena Feb 18-25 Jon Baner

Construction 309-747-4085

baner@gridcom.net

Magdalena Feb 25-Mar 3 Jim Barth

Construction 309-367-2098

barthlings6@juno.com

Reynosa Mar 7-14 Todd Drayer

Medical 260-273-3112

todd.drayer@gmail.com

Magdalena Mar 10-17 Lance Martin

Construction Illinois State University

isuyounggroup@gmail.com

Magdalena Mar 24-31 Jeff Leman

Construction Bluffton Senior Class

260-565-3815

jeffleman62@gmail.com

Magdalena Mar 31-Apr 7 Curt Hodel

Construction Roanoke Bible Class

309-923-8091

cjhodel@gmail.com

Magdalena Jun 9-16 Steve Leuthold

Construction Peoria Bible Class

309-249-2141

sleuth@speerbank.com

Magdalena Jun 16-23 Andy Sauder

Construction Morton Bible Class

309-263-9965

andy.sauder@gmail.com

Magdalena Jun 23-30 Jeff Rocke

Construction Taylor Bible Class

573-231-5849

jeff@rocksolidcustombuilders.com

Magadalena Jul 21-28 Rick Kaisner

Construction Chicago Bible Class

847-942-1174

rick@kaisner.org

USA World Relief Committee
For area work or disaster projects, please contact the following USA committee member:

* Bro. Kent Heimer Counseling Elder Taylor, MO Cell# 573-248-5701
* Bro. Chuck Kellenberger Chairman Elgin, IL Cell# 224-629-6531
* Bro. Bill Leman Treasurer Roanoke, IL Cell# 309-241-0257
* Bro. Les Schambach Administrator/Sec. Elgin, IL Cell# 630-247-5271
* Bro. Tom Neuenschwander Bluffton, IN Cell# 260-307-6026
* Bro. Ray Slagel Fairbury, IL Cell# 815-848-3714
* Bro. Paul Kaeb Bern, KS Cell# 785-547-5269

Director of Operations Job Opening at Hospital Lumiere
As the Lord opens the hearts, we are searching for a Director 
of Operations who will be acting as the Chief Operating 
officer for Hospital Lumiere at Bonne Fin, Haiti.  Under the 
direction of the hospital board, the director is to enable the 
hospital to provide, in a Godly way, the best care possible 
within the Haiti environment.   

Some responsibilities will include overseeing: staffing, 
training, recordkeeping, hospital team building, efficient 
operations and maintenance of facilities, monitor community needs, excellent communication through all 
facets of the hospital operations and management, and chair various hospital committees.  

As the Lord lays this opportunity to serve on your heart, please contact: 

Bro. Tom Hitz
tchitz@sbcglobal.net 
734-454-9229     www.acworldrelief.org
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RE MEM BERING

We are con tin u ing the au to bi og ra -
phy of El der Er nest Graf of Ak ron,
Ohio.  He served as an El der at the
Ak ron con gre ga tion from 1922-1948,
and was a leader in the na tional
church as well.  He passed away in
1948

An Ail ing Mother
As time went on, my mother’s

health be came more and more fee ble.  
I only rec ol lect one oc ca sion that I
saw her out side the house.  She could
sit up in an easy chair al most daily
un til I was about six years old.  Fa -
ther em ployed var i ous phy si cians,
and I have a vague rec ol lec tion of a
car riage or am bu lance draw ing up in
front of the house, and she was  taken 
to some hot springs or sul phur bath
for  a few weeks, but re turn ing again
with out hav ing received much
benefit.

The last 12 or 15 months of her life
she never left her bed.  Some times
be fore dress ing in the morn ing I
would slip in bed with her for a half
an hour.  On such oc ca sions she
would hug me to her heart and kiss
me while the tears streamed down
her cheeks.  I used to won der why she 
wept, but I un der stand it now.  She
knew she would not be with us long. 
She was a de vout woman and read
the Bi ble and prayed much.

Mother’s Death
As the sum mer of 1881 ad vanced,

her strength van ished and she could
not speak much above a whis per. 
The whole house hold was cast down. 
On the morn ing of June 20, she re -
ceived in a won der ful way the
strength to speak.  She sum moned us
all to her bed side and told us the time

for her de par ture had come.  She first 
spoke to Fa ther, ex hort ing him to set
us a good ex am ple and to care for the
children.

Then, she called each child in turn, 
be gin ning at the old est, and each in
its turn knelt at the bed side to re -
ceive her bless ing and ad mo ni tion,
ac cord ing as she knew our na ture
and dis po si tion.  I was the last one,
and when she had fin ished she lay
back upon her pil low, with a rapt look 
on her face, and said, “The Sav iour is
light ing the way.”  Those were her
last words, and in a few min utes she
was dead.  The burial fol lowed two
days later.  I still have a copy of the
fu neral ser mon.  She was some thing
over 49 years old, and I was at that
time 7 years and 7 months.

Life Goes On
As my old est brother grew to man -

hood, my fa ther be gan to in ter est
him self with pub lic af fairs.  He had a
fair ed u ca tion and was pop u lar with
the peo ple of the vil lage.  He was first
elected to be the vil lage trea surer,
and later be came “Geminde-
Schreiber” or clerk.  My brother
John, who had sus tained an in jury to
his left hip, was for some time in a
hos pi tal in the city of Schaffhausen. 
He was brought home in a plas ter
paris cast, and had to keep his bed for
a long time.  It be came my lot to stay
with him as a com pan ion while the
rest of the fam ily worked ei ther in
the field or in the vine yard.  Af ter he
was free of his cast, fa ther used him
in his of fice a greater part of the time.  
About once a year, usu ally in sum -
mer, fa ther took us boys for a trip on
the train to a dis tant city or town re -
sort.  This was of course a great treat.

Our Vil lage
The houses in our re gion were all

built of stone with a kind of rough
stucco over the out side.  They were
warm in win ter and cool in sum mer. 
One end of the build ing was the
dwell ing house, the other end the
barn with a wall be tween.  On each
floor, how ever, there was one or more 
doors lead ing from one to an other, so
that the barn work could be done
with out go ing out side the build ing. 
The streets and al leys were ir reg u lar
and crooked.  The church, school
house and main tav ern were close to -
gether.  Be sides the lat ter there were
sev eral other sa loons or drink ing
places vis ited only too of ten by many
in hab it  ants,  especial ly in the
evenings.

Once a year there was a cel e bra -
tion akin to our July 4th, when there
were fire crack ers, mu sic and danc -
ing.  there were also “Saengerfests”
where choirs from a num ber of towns 
and vil lages gath ered and com peted
for prizes.  these prizes were awarded  
for the best sing ing by judges who
care fully weighed mer its and de mer -
its.  One year the fe male choir of our
vil lage won sec ond prize.  Two of my
sis ters, Eliz a beth and Salome, were
mem bers of this choir.

Ed ited by Bro. Perry Klopfenstein

Next Is sue:  
The Graf Au to bi og ra phy will be

con tin ued and will in clude the ac -
count of the Graf    fam ily com ing to
Amer ica.
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The Light Of Hope
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It’s the time of the year when we cel -
e brate the birth of Je sus Christ, God’s
Son.  Why did He come “Out of the
ivory pal aces into this world of woe?” 
Let’s ex am ine why Christ came.

In Mat thew 20:28 Christ is quoted
as say ing about Him self, “Even as the
Son of man came not to be min is tered
unto, but to min is ter, and to give his
life a ran som for many.”  We quickly
con clude that the rea son Christ came
to earth in the form of a hu man be ing is 
so that He could die for us, giv ing us
the op por tu nity to be rec on ciled with
God the Fa ther.  For this we are for -
ever grate ful.

In John 6:38, Christ is quoted as
say ing about Him self, “For I came
down from heaven, not to do mine own
will, but the will of him that sent me.” 
In this case also, we con clude that
Christ came down from heaven to do
the Fa ther’s will, and it was His will
that Christ give His life a ran som for
many.

In I John 2:6 we find these words
which were writ ten by John, Christ’s
dis ci ple, “He that sayeth he abideth in
him ought him self also so to walk, even 
as he walked.”  Here we are in structed
to walk as Christ walked.

Since I am to be like Christ, as much
as pos si ble, how about me giv ing my
life as a ran som for you?  I might, un der 
cer tain cir cum stances, be able to give
my life for your phys i cal life.  For in -
stance, I might be able to grab you
away from in front of an on com ing,
speed ing car, only to lose my own life
by get ting in the way of the speed ing
car.  How ever, so far as me be com ing a
ran som for you, to buy you back from
the devil and make you a mem ber of

“Do ing The Fa ther's Will”
Re tired El der Bro. Wil lis Ehnle, for merly of Shioda, Ja pan

the fam ily of God, I am woe fully un -
qual i fied.  I can not walk down that
road as Christ did.  He went all the way
to the cross.

In the sec ond Scrip ture quoted
above, Christ informs us that He came
to do the Fa ther’s will.  In the next
Scrip ture from I John we are told that
we ought to walk, even as Christ
walked, and He walked to do the Fa -
ther’s will.  In the gar den of Geth sema -
ne, Christ said, Mark 14:36, “Not what
I will, but what thou wilt.”

How about us do ing the Fa ther’s
will, the best we can un der stand it
from what is writ ten in the Bi ble? 
Surely that is what John meant for us
to do when he wrote that we should
walk as He walked.  

This year, while cel e brat ing the
birth of the Son of God, let’s try to do
the Fa ther’s will.  We will be hap pier
and more joy ful if we can do better in
do ing the Fa ther’s will.  The Bi ble
teaches us that we should be hum ble. 
If we want to do His will, that’s one
place we can start.  Christ had to take
the short end, too.  In fact it was very
pain ful, be yond words, be cause He suf -
fered spir i tual death, or sep a ra tion
from the Fa ther, for us.

Af ter hu mil ity, we can think about
obe di ence.  It is writ ten about Christ,
Philippians 2:8, “And be found in fash -
ion as a man, he hum bled him self, and
be came obe di ent unto death, even the
death of the cross.”  We are to walk as
He walked.

This Christ mas as we cel e brate the
an gel’s mes sage to Mary, the an gel’s
mes sage to the shep herds, the birth of
Christ in the sta ble, and visit of the
wise men from the East, let us crum ble

our selves be fore the maj esty of the Son 
of God, and be will ing to do the Fa -
ther’s will as Christ was will ing to do
the Fa ther’s will.  It is nice for us to
have all the bless ings God pours upon
us, but per haps we can im prove in our
show ing of ap pre ci a tion by be ing more
will ing to do the Fa ther’s will.   

The an gel, Ga briel, told Mary that
she would have a son, con ceived by the
Holy Spirit; God told Jo seph in a
dream that he should not fear to take
unto him self Mary, his es poused wife;
God guided the wise men to Beth le -
hem, to the house where Mary and the
young child were; and He guided Jo -
seph to take the young child and His
mother to Egypt to es cape King Herod.  
What is God guid ing us to do?  Per haps
we can be more lov ing and more obe di -
ent.  We are called upon, much as
Christ was, to do the Fa ther’s will.  The 
devil would like for us to set our own
stan dards and do what we want to do,
but God does not want us to do our own 
self ish will.  He wants us to make His
will our will.  That’s what we want to
do.

The poet has writ ten, “Tis not the
man ger but the cross, that sets the
spirit free.”  It is fit ting that we cel e -
brate Christ’s birth be cause He was
born to set us free from the curse of sin.  
May God en able us to be the kind of
peo ple who show joy, grat i tude, and a
hum ble will ing ness to obey God’s
Word and our risen Lord.  Our prayer
is that God will show us through His
Word what is His will, in our wor ship
ser vices and in our daily walk of life. 
When He shows us, let’s be will ing and
anx ious to do the Fa ther’s will.  
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